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Encampment Proceedings. 


The Twenty-fifth, or Silver Anniversary, Encampment of the 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, which was called 
to order by Division Commander Walter Penney, of Lynn, 
promptly at two o’clock on the afternoon of Tuesday, February 
19, 1907, in Lorimer Hall, Tremont Temple, Boston, was truly a 
model Convention, the preliminary arrangements having been 
carried out with unusual success, and the decorations and other 
interior arrangements being artistic. A most pleasing feature of 
the arrangements was the open space made in front of the Division 
Commander’s station, by the removal of several rows of settees, 
the altar being placed in the centre of this open space, and the 
officers of the Convention occupying their respective stations much 
the same as in the ordinary Camp rooms. This arrangement not 
only facilitated the movements of the Brothers desiring to enter 
or retire from the Encampment, but also made the reception of 
visiting ‘delegations from the allied organizations more graceful 
and dignified than has been the case in most previous years. 


ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS. 


Division Secretary George L. Bray called the roll of Divi- 
sion Officers, revealing the presence of the following : 
Division Commander,. . . . ~~... + + + Walter Penney. 
Senior Vice Division Commander, . . . . . Ernest E. Hobson. 
Junior Vice Division Commander, . . . . . Frank E. Howard. 
( Hosmer F. Keeney. 


Division Council Members, . “+ + William O, Cutler 


Division Chaplainy 1 ~ .. + ey eevee Lyman. 
Division Secretary,. ...... +... - + George L. Bray. 
Division Treasurer, . ....... +. - « Henrie J. Perry. 
Division Inspector, = . 2 + 9 ce eenbrankgnls Brock. 
Mustering Officer, . 2 . 4. >. » - > = Branko: Warren. 
(INS NGEME Ee Ge 6 bio oc 5 a o 0 0 or ljemas ISI, Wentworth. 
Press Correspondent,. . ..... . . . William A. Stevens. 
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RECOGNITION OF SILVER ANNIVERSARY. 


As a special recognition of the Silver Anniversary of the 
Massachusetts Division, Past Division Commander Fred J. Brad- 
ford, who was the first Division Commander twenty-five years 
ago, was invited to formally open the Encampment. Past Division 
Commander Bradford was warmly greeted and spoke of the great 
contrast between the condition of the Massachusetts Division 
twenty-five years ago when there were but four camps with an 
aggregate membership of 100, and now when we have one hundred 
and twenty-eight Camps and a Division membership of 4,689. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES. 


Division Commander Penney resumed control of the Encamp- 
ment, and called on Division Secretary Bray to read the list of 
Encampment Committees as follows : 


Credentials — Division Secretary G. L. Bray, 1, Lynn, chair- 
man; Sergeant Major F. C. Deming, 1, Lynn; W. E. Garlick, 16, 
Williamstown ; William T. Tisdale, 89, Brighton ; H. A. Capen, 
61, Sharon; H. G. Fairbanks, 63, Holliston; E. D. Howland, 97, 
Adams; W. O. Osborn, 51, Jamaica Plain. 

Officers’ Report —¥. ¥. Warner, 8, Salem, chairman; N. C. 
Upham, 28, Fitchburg; W. L. Ramsdell, 1, Lynn; F. J. Brad- 
ford, 3, Somerville; C. B. Graves, 98, South Boston; Thomas C. 
Beaumont, 4, Plymouth; A. J. Whitney, 25, Worcester ; H. R. 
Thorpe, 60, Holyoke. 

Constitution and Laws —W.M. Brigham, 94; Marlboro, chair- 
man; L. C. Couch, 26, Taunton; A. C. Beal, 17, Brockton; C. 
W. Parker, 23, Reading; C. S. Houghton, 52, Leominister; G. 
W. Knowlton, 45, Boston; J, H. Crosby, 23, Reading. 

Resolutions —Same as announced in Order No. 12, except 
Hon. Edw. J. Bromberg, who is not a delegate from 51, and is re- 
placed by F. G. Bauer, 51, Jamaica Plain. 

Ritual and Ceremonies — BE. W. Baker, 109, Manchester, chair- 
man; A. C. Blaisdell, 78, Lowell; Ellsworth Curtis, 100, Han- 
over; G. N. Eddy, 84, Randolph; S. F. Stone, 46, Roxbury ; Roy 
R. Johnson, 70, Upton. 

Fraternal Greetings — Everett H. Lynds, 60, Holyoke, chair- 
man; J. H. Hinckley, 6, Beverly; W. O. Cutler, 49, Natick; F. 
L. Kirchgassner, 51, Jamaica Plain; Rev. A. H. Fuller, 118, 
Eastondale; G. Henry Powell, 13, Stoughton S. Emerson, 15, 
Springfield; Rev, W. F. Wilson, 33, Amesbury; S. L. Pickering, 
75, Lowell; F. J. Bradford, 3, Somerville. 
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Special Reception Committee —Col. C. K. Darling, chairman ; 

Hon. H. D. Sisson, 108, Pittsfield; E. E, Hobson, S.V.C., 136, 

| 7 Palmer; W. M. Brigham, 94, Marlboro; F. E. Howard, J.V.C., 

98, South Boston; F. E. Bolton, 46, Roxbury ; O. L. Stone, 19, 

| Clinton; J. H. Hinckley, 6, Beverly; D. F. Goulding, 14, Cam- 

i 4 bridgeport; W. A. Stevens, 45, Arlington; T. J. Hannon, 46, 
Roxbury. 


REPORTS OF DIVISION OFFICERS. 


Division Commander Walter Penney read his annual report 
(Senior Vice Division Commander Hobson presiding during the 
reading), the reports of the other officers not being audibly read, 
as they had been distributed in the same printed pamphlet which 
contained the report of the Division Commander, as follows: 
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Report of Division Commander 
WALTER PENNEY. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserts Division, Sons oF VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Division Commander. 


Lynn, Mass., February 2, 1907- 
To the Officers, Delegates and Members of the Te ‘wenty-Fifth Annual 
(Silver Jubilee) Encampment of Massachusetts Division, Sons 
of Veterans, U.S, A. 


In accordance with the C. R. and R.and of custom, I present 
to you, in Encampment assembled, my report as Commander of 
ae Division — bringing to close another chapter in our Division 

iS 

Conflicting emotions come over me as I present this report : 
pleasure at the thought that a year of hard and somewhat trying 
work is about to close, that a measure of success has been ours, 
that I can retire with the knowledge that faithful attention has 
been given to the work; sorrow, that the delightful privilege of 
being your Commander, and as such of meeting you in your Camp 
life, is practically ended. 

The year’s work has strengthened my belief in the principles 
and objects of our Order, Aint in the ultimate success of our 
efforts. And I am more than ever convinced of the honor that is 
ours of being associated, in organization work, with that noble, 
patriotic Order—the Grand Army of the Republic. 

But at the same time we must realize that success will not be 
ours by simply being Sons of Civil War Veterans. The Veterans 
themselves, or the public, will have naught of us unless we acquit 
ourselves as an Order truly like sons of these men. Success will 
not come to us by parades of show, by words of mouth, pointing 
with pride to our fathers altogether, but by actions as well; and 
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as an Order our actions outside will be influenced by our actions 
inside our Order. 

There are dangers confronting us, and none serious but that 
are in us. ‘The victory is ours if we will. That spirit, and it is 
quite prevalent with us, of narrow-mindedness, that unless my 
man or myself gets in I won’t work, whether it be in Division or 
Camp work, that holds back because every plan is not like my 
plan, or because some so-called ring, whate’er that is, is in and 
I am out, must depart from us, and we must come together, 
brother to brother, hand in hand, and heart to heart, regardless 
of the smaller non-essentials in the higher interests of our Order 
—God, Our Country and Our Fathers. 

We need a broad-minded Fraternity in our Order, an honest, 
deep-seated interest in it, a common-sense four-square view of it, a 
Charity in our actions that is magnanimous yet knows when to stop, 
and a Loyalty that is deep and lasting. We lack a great deal of it, 
and therefore we are weak. Too often is the indifferent or “fight- 
ing to the personal degree” spirit shown amongst us, and it has 
been my lot, as it has others who occupied this position, to find it, 
and every time to the Order’s injury. 

Let us put into this Order, that no better exists, the same 
kind of, and why not amount of, common-sense interest and loyalty 
that we do in the other Orders we belong to. If some of us acted 
toward those as we do toward this Order, we would be, as it were, 
‘out in the street.” ‘There is altogether too much in our ranks 
crying down the Order. Let us sing its praises, for it has many, 
exalt its objects, for they are lofty. q 

I believe there are two spirits animating our work: that spirit 
that is found in the larger number of Camps and members by far, 
thank God, of loyal work, and the other that seems to animate 
some Camps and members, for which we can’t thank God, of 
indifference and hindrance. 

Realizing the stern and solemn responsibility resting upon 
me when I took the oath of office one year ago, I made my 
appointments, not with the idea of pleasing every one, but that 
work should be done. And with a determination that comes from 
twelve years of active interest in our work, I set about planning 
for the upbuilding and strengthening of our Order. That all of 
these plans have not carried is true, that failures can be placed 
against me is also true; but that the work in general has been 
faithful and our Order stronger in members, in character of its 
membership, in its standing with our parent Order and the public 
in general, is doubly true. It would be self-conceit of the most 
extravagant kind for me to delegate to myself the success of the 
year, for I realize to a marked degree, that to my faithful, pains- 


taking and active associates in office, both elective and appointed, 
and to the loyal support given me by Camp officers and members 
in general, belongs a great deal of the success. With few excep- 
tions good feeling has reigned, and the thought has been present 
with us from the Private, the backbone of our Order, to the Com- 
missioned Officer, ‘‘ What can I do to help along the work?” 
Tam a firm believer in slogans, for I have read of great bat- 
tles which have been won because of the battle cry, and men in 
all walks of life, and in the common and special duties that come 
to them have been greatly stirred toward victory by some watch- 
word set before them. “ Victory to the tune of 2500 gain,” in 
celebration of our Twenty-fifth Encampment, has been our slogan. 
And while the figures have not been reached, yet it has been an 
inspiration and has helped us toward what success has been made. 
I firmly believe, even now, that with all working on the broad 
Spirit of our Order this year past that 2500 would have been ours, 
for it meant less than one gain for each member. 
__ Like my predecessor, Everett H. Lynds (and I want at this 
time to give him due credit for laying so gooda foundation of 
good fee! ing for me to ride to success upon, and to express my 
firm belief in no unmistaken words that he, by his work of good 
seed sowing, upright demeanor in office, active participation in his 
ies S work, should and does have a share in our success of 1906), 
peenencniccayored to represent the Division with dignity, and with 
ee ae is and with the fact that in addressing the many meet- 
an ach have been called upon to do, that I have had a mes- 
i eee oe it was important and worthy of consideration. 
Be Yseaet ts a the aim of your officers by their lives, as well as 
» to add to our Order, and I believe the increasing high 


standa i i 
standard of our Order’s moral life has not been hindered this 
year, but increased. 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 


I approach this subject portion of my report with all the rev- 
erence that man can pay to distinctly man, for I realize that to 
the men of the G. A. R. and their Comrades of ’61-’65, of other, 
OF No organization, we, as an Order, owe our being. Admiration, 
praise, love and loyalty come to mind in thinking of these men 
and their lives, past and present, and the memories of their 
departed Comrades. 

‘ It has been a very great privilege to have had at many occa- 
Sions of their own Order, and in our several special meetings, where, 
as in other days, they have been most loyal to us, the opportunity 
of looking into the faces of these heroic men, who dared and per- 


formed and who counted life as nothing in comparison with their 
Country’s honor; to watch their pride in their Grand Army uni- 
form, and that honored little bronze button; to watch the ever- 
increasing light of love come to their eyes, even when dim with 
age, when Old Glory is mentioned and seen; all of this has been 
an inspiration to me. 

On many occasions I have met Department Commander 
Bradley and his associate officers, and the courtesies shown me, 
the expressions of good will and hearty support toward our work, 
has deeply touched me, and I want at this time, as I have often 
before, express my thanks to them for their manifest kindness 
toward me. 

Our fathers’ attitude toward us is stronger in our favor than 
ever before. ‘They are looking toward us for help more, they are 
pointing with pride and satisfaction to the fact that we will carry 
on their work when ‘gone, not as their successors, for there will be 
no successors of the Grand Army of the Republic. Dowe realize 
the magnitude of our future ? 

It is our duty to give more thought to the work before us, to 
consider our future work more often, to pay more attention in our 
Camp life to these men, their glory, their present pleasures and 
enjoyment and their future needs, yea, in many times also their 
present needs. Too much time devoted to ourselves, too little to 
them, is the rule. Shame on the Camp of Sons of Veterans, who, 
bearing the name of their fathers and comrades, does not try to 
be of some active use to them and to honor, love and respect 
them, and who pays little or no attention to their needs, but all to 
themselves. 

The G. A. R. of to-day is a powerful Order, and will be for 
many years, yet at the same time it is an Order of decreasing mem- 
bership, and we must face the fact that as they decrease we must 
increase if we would prove our Order true. I believe and would 
recommend every Camp to, out of its dues, lay aside for the day, 
which will surely come, when the local G. A. R. Post will have to 
call to us for assistance financially. I equally believe this Divi- 
sion should each year lay aside for the time when our beloved 
Father Department, in order to carry on their work, will need 
assistance financially, and then we, their Sons, not the State or 
the public, can be their strong right arm; and I would recom- 
mend (1) that each year, commencing with 1907, subject to the 
discretion of the Council as to the sum, this Division lay aside a 
sum of money toward a fund for the benefit of the Massachusetts 
Department, G. A. R. This is not alms-giving, but that prepara- 
tion for sweet charity that is due a noble father from a son— 
Love. ‘ 


There has been no call fora meeting of the Conference Com- 
mittee of the two Orders, yet I believe fully in the Conference 
Committee, and would recommend (2) that a Conference Com- 
mittee be appointed by the incoming Commander to confer with 
one from the G. A. R., number to be decided upon by both Com- 
manders. 

Brothers, loyalty to our Nation’s defenders and saviors, love 
for our fathers and their fathers, admiration for brave, self-sacri- 
ficing patient men in war, for peaceful, successful living since the 
war, compels us to be true to these men. Let not the compelling 
be that of the slave driven by his master, but thatof love. Let us 
on Memorial Day lay aside the other duties and pleasures of life, 
the former when possible, the latter always, and pay the respect 
to the memory of their departed comrades. Let our attention to 
this holy duty be more general than in the past. We owe it to 
them and I would urge a careful reading of the Chaplain’s report, 
and let it shame us into a more loyal living to this obligation. 

Members of our Order, be it past Division, present Division, 
past or present Camp officers or members, should not be found 
forsaking this day’s duties for the fields of pleasure or other enjoy- 
ment, and then come together and tell how much we love the old 
soldiers’ memory, 

No man of our Order is too good or too high to march (be he 
able) to the cemetery and lay his garland of flowers, and his time 
1s not too valuable. Our percentage of loyalty is low, indeed, to 

what it should be. All honor to the dead. To the living — give 
them of our pleasure, of our good times, plan for their easier 
walk in life and we will win their deeper gratitude. 


WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS. 


To this band of loyal and unselfish women, whose influence 
of patriotism is being felt all over this broad land, and who are a 
living monument of what women can do when fired by a noble 
purpose, our Order owes a great deal. ‘They have always been 
our friends and supporters, and when discouragements have faced 
us their cheery smiles and ready assistance has been of great 
benefit to us. Well can we afford to keep close to them. 

My relations with the faithful officers of their Department, 
and especially its President, Mrs. Alice M. Goddard, and the 
members in general, have been very cordial, sincere and helpful. 
Always with a good word for us, a helping hand and a motherly 
love, an inspiration second to none except the G. A. R., has come 
from them. We owe much to them and whenever possible we 
should repay it. Iam very happy to state that at their recent 
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State fair in Boston our Division greatly assisted them, and we 
are better for it. 

May the star of prosperity and continued blessings to the 
old Veterans ever be with the noble women of the Woman’s 
Relief Corps. 


LADIES OF THE G, A. R. 


Not as well known and understood as any of the other associ- 
ate Orders, yet what little relations have been mine with them 
have been cordial. By their very nearness to the old Veterans 
they certainly are and must be doing a good work. Friendly and 
helpful to us, where possible we should reciprocate. May God’s, 
blessing be with them in their work as part of the great Veteran 
family. 

SONS OF VETERANS’ AUXILIARY. 


It has been my delightful privilege to know this most help- 
ful associate of ours in our work better than ever, to consider 
myself a firm believer in it, and to express my sincere belief in it, 
and thanks for the very manifest help to us this year. 

Recognized officially by our State and National bodies as our 
Auxiliary, meeting with us in Encampment cities and at the same 
time, they have a right to our loyalty. That they do not get it as 
they should is true, but because, I believe, they are misunder- 
stood. Antagonistic to no other order of women, but with a firm 
conviction in their own rights and worth, they labor on. 

I believe they will be recognized more and more as they come 
to be understood. Why should they not? They are our wives, 
sweethearts, yes, mothers, too. My relations with their State 
officers has been exceptionally pleasant and profitable. I bespeak 
of you a more careful and honest consideration of the claims of 
our Auxiliary to their support. 


DAUGHTERS OF 


ERANS. 

Loving their fathers, as we do, the daughters have felt the 
call to gather together for their good. And who will gainsay them 
the right? Love swells in their hearts as in ours, and in Amer- 
ica, where women’s work is being felt, they feel the need of united 
action. Small in numbers, loyal to the very depths of their being, 
they are doing good work. As their brothers, we wish them God 
speed and success. My relations with them, mainly through their 
Department officers, have been as with the others, cordial. 

We are all as one family, no room for trouble, plenty for work. 
I recognize and appreciate their assistance to us, while in no sense 
an auxiliary to us. Prosperity and all that goes with it is my 
wish for them. 
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MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY. 


I want, in vigorous language, to place the matter of our duty 

to this part of our work before you. We have instituted this Uni- 
versity, it has started on its career and has become known, and 
we, in Massachusetts, must not be backward in upholding it and 
its work. It is not a myth, a fairy tale on paper, but a living, 
present fact with us; reaching out its hand to us for support that 
it may increase what it is now doing — for I will have you believe 
it is being felt and is an honor to us. 
_ _Iwish to brand as false the idea that it is a graft or that it 
is of nouse. A study, and all can study who will, as the inform- 
ation is at hand, will reveal the truth of this statement. We are 
privileged to have with us Rev. W. J. Patton of the University. 
Task your careful and honest attention to his remarks, and then 
your support. This work will be a great factor in our success if 
we will stand by it. 

é Massachusetts is loyal to education ; let us be loyal to patri- 
otic education. Dedicated to our fathers it will outlast monu- 
ments of stone. Let each member give his little yearly, and it will 
be on a paying basis, and then for endowments. It has been 
deemed advisable to place its work in our State in the hands of 
the Patriotic Instructor, instead of a committee, and for that rea- 
son the University Committee of this year was discharged, no 
work being done, and the Patriotic Instructor given charge. 
Since then quite an impetus has been given it, and in all the revi- 
val throughout the country, Massachusetts leads. 

‘ T would recommend (3) that the interests of the University 
in this State be continued in the hands of the Patriotic Instructor. 


ASSOCIATE OFFICERS. 


No Division Commander has been more fortunate in having 
associated with him throughout the year officers who are able and 
active workers, with their sleeves rolled up, ready at all times, like 
minute-men, for the duties of the year. Sacrifice of business, 
pleasure, time, and money, has been common with them. I have 
endeavored to give them plenty to do, yet at the same time as 
their leader, not to ask them to go where I would not, if I could, 
or do what I would not. The most fraternal spirit has ex- 
isted amongst us and we have all been brothers in one family cir- 
cle. I have made it a purpose to consult them often on matters 
of importance, feeling that their interest was as strong as mine, 
and their opinion just as good. 

To pick one from this association for special mention would 
be an act of injustice to the others, and yet I feel that all my 
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Associate Officers will agree with me in paying special mention to 
Headquarters’ Officers. I wish at this time to thank from the 
bottom of my heart, and a heart that is full of gratitude, my 
associates, both elective and appointive, for their loyal support, for 
their personal friendship, for their overlooking of my many faults. 


HEADQUARTERS. 


Immediately after assuming office, Headquarters was estab- 
lished at Room No. 1, Strout Building, 319 Union Street, Lynn, 
with G. L. Bray as Secretary, Henrie J. Perry as Treasurer, and 
F. C. Deming as Sergeant Major, a most nonsensical title for an 
assistant to a secretary, or the Secretary’s title being nonsensical, 
as you will. 3 

The Massachusetts Division never had more able men in 
charge of its office work. Faithful, painstaking, prompt in the 
discharge of their duties, especially so with correspondence and 
sending out of Camp supplies, and from all over the State have 
come words of praise for these men. To no others do I owe as 
much of my success. Secretary Bray has been at Headquarters 
every day since its establishment. 

Secretary Bray and Sergeant Major Deming (it makes me 
smile as I read them together) have carefully straightened out 
many tangles in the record books that have been left untouched 
by previous administrations, and their books at this time will be 
found to be in better condition than ever, Treasurer Perry has 
with an eagle eye watched over the finances and has kept no one 
waiting for supplies, has kept his books as one can who has had 
experience in that line. 

These officers, with myself, were under bonds from the 
beginning and have complied with all the rules of our Order. 
Working into the small hours of the morning, many, many nights, 
and attending to their daily work, no one knows what sacrifices 
have been made but themselves; and I assure you not for the 
paltry $125 apiece. 3 

I want to pay a special word of praise to Sergeant Major, or 
rather Secretary’s Clerk Deming, holding as he has an office 
that is generally merely filled. His fund of experience, for many 
years as Secretary of Camp No. 1, and his readiness to work, have 
been of great value to us at this office. He has shown a faithful 
loyalty to a considered insignificant office. 

I would recommend (4), as there seems no prospects of hav- 
ing Secretary and Treasurer offices restored to their former titles, 
that the delegation from this Division to Dayton, 1907, put in a res- 
olution calling for a change in title of Sergeant Major to Head- 
quarters Clerk, or some other one fit for his position. 
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NEWS. 


The office of Press Correspondent, I believe, has come to 
stay. It is an important one, especially when filled by such a 
steamer of force as the retiring occupant, Brother W. A. Stevens. 
The Banner and Boston papers, especially the former, speak for 
his work. Hard, laborious, sometimes thankless, has been his 
lot. I don’t think a Past Commander of this Division took it for 
honor’s sake; it must have been for work. The Division owes 
much to him for taking a position of former inaction and making 
it an active force felt in our work and our success. I recommend 
(5) that the office of Press Correspondent of this Division be 
continued. 


PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR. 


Not much done here, you may say. Shows a lack of knowl- 
edge of the work, as a deal has been done that has not seen the 
limelight of publicity. Iam a firm believer in this office, believe 
in its possibilities, and with a National Patriotic Instructor much 
more will be done in the years to come, as the work is outlined. 

Brother Hazen has labored hard to do what he could, and 
has brought to the position a fund of experience in duties of this 
kind. I recommend (6) that the office of Patriotic Instructor be 
continued, and that every Camp, not having done so this year, 
appoint one and report same to the Division Patriotic Instructor. 


BY-LAWS. 


__ According to your instructions of last Encampment, I ap- 
pointed a Committee to draft a set of By-Laws for this Division, 
there being none in its possession. The following Committee 
were appointed and their work will be reported at this Encamp- 
ment for approval, then to be approved by the Commander-in- 
Chief: F. E, Bolton, No. 46, Chairman; George E Hunt, No. 
(73 Ss ib Pickering, No. 78; Guy A. Ham, No. 30; Rev. Mau- 
tice Levy, No. 54. 


SPECIAL MEETINGS. 


Doing something keeps us from getting rusty, advertises our 
work, inspires us for continued action, creates a feeling of life. 
To this end a series of open meetings was arranged for, one in 
each Camp; between September 10 and November 1, 1906, these 
meetings were held. Some results were shown, not as much as 
should have been if some brothers had been as active to uphold 
as to tear down, to aid as to find fault. Faults there were with 
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the plan and its carrying out, some of which I am to blame for, 
others not ; but, nevertheless, good has come from them. 

It may have been wisdom to have adopted another course or at 
a different season, but that plan appealed to us then. No fault, 1 
believe, was found with Faneuil Hall meeting on the night of 
October r1th, when we crowded that historic hall, and its very 
rafters rang with our enthusiasm. The trouble was it was not kept 
up as it should have been after we got home. 

I would recommend (7) that the Faneuil Hall meeting idea 
be carried out this year, and that a similar meeting be held, at 
same time as decided upon for Boston, in Springfield, for the accom- 
modation of our western brothers. 


OFFICIAL ORDERS, 


Thirteen General Orders and six Circulars have emanated 
from this office relative to our work. I believe in keeping the 
Camps in touch with us, and this was one of the methods adopted. 
Too little attention is paid these Orders, and, in some cases, they 
are not read, which is a violation of our Laws — page 21, Article 
4, Section 12, Laws of our Order. 


EXPENSES. 


One of the aims of the administration, this year, has been 
the care of the expenditures. The expenses of the Division have 
been somewhat heavy owing to a number of facts, The cost of 
printing proceedings of last Encampment and Roster was an 
excessive amount, namely, $300.82. The work of carrying on 
the special meetings, of printing the larger number of General 
Orders, and the cost to the Peoria Encampment, all have been 
larger than usual. By the decision of the Commander-in-Chief, 
calling for Commissions from the Division to all Camp elective 
officers, the cost here for extra Commissions (some 900 were sent 
out) and postage was large. 

We have endeavored to be as economical as possible, and 
yet not to the point of stinting the work, and we feel that all 
expenditures have been justified and cannot be considered extrav- 
agance. Each quarter there has been printed in General Orders 
a financial statement, that all may know of our doings : 

This discussion brings me to what I consider to be an all-im- 


portant subject, namely : — 


PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS. 


1 would like to impress upon our brothers the necessity, in 
my estimation at least, of a decision on this matter. We area 
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large and increasing Division. It is hard work for many Com- 
manders to find men for the positions of Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Division, who will not only bring ability, but what is doub- 
ly needed, the interest and time to the work. Our Order loses by 
transferring the clerical part of our work each year from place to 
place and into strange hands. ‘There is a sufficient waste in our 
expenditures because of these facts, along with other considera- 
tions, that I think would justify our establishing Permanent Head- 
quarters. In past years this has been considered to the point 
of leaving it to a committee, where the matter has died as far as 
real consideration is concerned. We have paid considerable 
attention to the subject this year, and I recommend (8) that Per- 
manent Headquarters be established by this Convention, in the 
city of Boston; that a Secretary-Treasurer be elected for a term 
of five years; that the salary be decided by the Convention. 


“MEMORIAL TO THE WOMEN OF ’61-'65. 


We have in our cities and in our State Capitol, Memorials in 
bronze and stone to the Union men of °61-’65. I believe that 
woman’s work during that great struggle should be honored, 
that a memorial to the Noble Women of Massachusetts in 61-65 
should be erected in the city of Boston. It would be a worthy 
object for our Order to start this work in behalf of our noble 
mothers. I would recommend (9) that a Committee of five be 
appointed by the incoming Commander to consider this subject 
and report to next Encampment. 


MEMBERSHIP. 


I would urge a careful reading of Secretary Bray’s report, 
showing the gains and losses this year by quarters. A careful 
analysis from facts gleaned from National Secretary Hammer, 
shows that our Division led all other Divisions in net gain for the 
year 1906, a point of great congratulation. 

} There are some facts relative to our membership that I 
believe are worthy of note and commendation, namely : — 

An increase in membership nearer to the 5,000 mark than 
for thirteen years. 

s An increase in the average age of recruits joining our ranks; 
this should encourage us that men of maturer age as well as young 
men are joining us, and also that men of the business and profes- 
sional walks of life are coming with us. 

An increase in the morale of our membership, thereby giving 
us more prestige in the community. 
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A more thoughtful consideration of the real work of the 
Order and less of its less important work. 

A greater appreciation of the trust imposed in us by the old 
soldiers, our fathers. 

With lofty purposes, good character, fulfillment of our pledges 
and promises, we can, I believe, in the year to come increase our 
membership even more than ever before, because of the fact that 
men who are eligible to join us are realizing, more and more, the 
need of our work. 

AIDE SYSTEM. 


Great possibilities are wrapped up in this department of our 
work and much good has been done in the years it has been tried, 
and yetit is not what it should be. Aides are not Inspectors, and 
the sooner they are in full knowledge of this fact the better for our 
Division ; neither are they ornaments with nothing to do but wear 
the Division ribbon of office. Their duties this year have been 
clearly defined by the Chief Aide, and it leads me to conclude 
that where no work has been done it is because of disinterested- 
ness after the new has worn off of being in office. 

I believe the present plan of dividing the State into districts, 
presided over by a District Chief Aide and in charge of the Aides 
in that district, be responsible to the Chief Aide, a good one, and 
a great deal of work has been accomplished thereby. I wish to 
thank Chief Aide Wentworth, and those of his subordinates who 
have labored with him, in fact as well as name, for what they have 
accomplished. ; 
Believing in the system, I recommend (ro) that the Aide 
system be continued another year, and that a careful and earnest 
effort be made to bring this work to the place where it belongs. 


“THE BANNER.” 


This much discussed question is again with us as the con- 
tract expires at our coming National Encampment, and I believe 
our Division should go squarely on record regarding its renewal 
or rejection. 

I am opposed to the compulsory subscription, as it is a very 
debatable question with me as to whether this Division gets its 
value out of it for the money that we give to it each year —a little 
over $900. I believe it could be put to better use, either to mate- 
rially reduce our per capita tax, or to establish permanent head- 
quarters, or both. 

I will agree that the paper has improved and that we are get- 
ting more space out of it; that if members don’t get it, it is, in 
nearly all cases, the fault of the Camps, as a repeated effort on 
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my part has been made to get the Camps to send their corrected 
list of members to the editor, and less than two-thirds have re- 
sponded. I will compliment Editor Dustin on an honest effort 
to publish the news and send the paper, yet, after all, there is 
lacking in it what should be in an Official Organ, meaty reading. 

Tam firmly convinced that the vast majority of our members 
do not want the paper and resent the necessity of the extra tax 
on the membership. It has been paid because of a desire to live 
up to the contract made, but now that it is to end, a continuance, 
I believe, would be objectionable. That our per capita tax is too 
large and that there is not much show of a decrease except in this 
item we alladmit, and I would recommend (rr) that our delegates 
to the 26th National Encampment be instructed to work and vote 
for a discontinuance with the BANNER, and, if defeated, to ‘seek 
for a reduction in the tax for the same. 


DIVISION COUNCIL. 


I have been fortunate in having a good live Council with me 
this year. Their work is very important. I believe the Council 
should exercise even more supervision over the Division’s affairs 
than it does and should keep more in active touch with the ex- 
penses of the Division; if necessary a restricting hand or ad 
ory counsel in the matter of expending the funds of our Division. 


OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS. 


4 (12) That the salaries of the Secretary and Treasurer re- 
main the same. ‘That the amount for extra Clerk hire be left to 
the Council for apportionment. In the advent of Permanent Head- 
quarters being established, these items would not be necessary. 
£ (33) That the Chairman of the Dormitory Committee of 
Soldiers’ Home, and the Chairman of the Division Council, confer 
and decide upon the needs of the former, and authority be given 
to expend a sum not over $100. 

(14) That the next annual State Encampment be held a 
the same time and in the same city with the Massachusetts De- 
partment, G. A. R. 

(15) hat the Division Council, in consultation with the 
Mustering Officer and Chief Aide, fix the amount allowed these 
two departments of work, 

(16) I would recommend a continuance of the Soldiers’ 
Home Memorial Service, the coming year, and that a committee 
be appointed with power to arrange for the same. 

(17) I would recommend a continuance of the observance 
of decorating the Statue of Lincoln in Boston, Feb. 12, 1908. 
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(x8) That the incoming Division Commander be instructed 
to install the card system in Division work, and, with the advice 
of the Division Council, he be authorized to expend such sum as 
shall be necessary to carry the same into effect. 


OFFICIAL VISITS. 


During the year I have made one hundred and seventeen 
official visits to Camps, or other organizations, covering every sec- 
tion of the State, making it possible for every Camp, by a short 
ride, to see and hear the chief officer of the Division. Visits have 
been made to the extreme corners of the State, and into places 
where no Division officer of prominence has ever been. Many 
of the weaker Camps have been visited and encouraged. 

I have confined my visits to gatherings of importance, believ- 
ing that where good could be accomplished there was the place to 
go. I don’t believe it the duty of the Commander to visit mere 
business meetings haphazardly, but to go, where’er he goes, with 
a purpose in view, not merely to visit. 

Being compelled to work, as ordinary men do, fora living, and 
to lose my time when away, considerable sacrifice has been made. 
The men in authority over me at our local Post Office have been 
very kind to me in allowing me to leave my work so often, and I 
believe I owe a great deal to them for their kindness. If not 
shown I should have been greatly handicapped, and I want to, 
publicly, before you, express my appreciation to the postal author- 
ities of Lynn for their goodness to me in this respect. 

To another I owe great consideration. Fora married man to 
leave his home circle, night after night for a year, isa hard task, 
and also an injustice to that home. Tomy good helpmate in life, 
my wife, I owe a great deal for the forbearing and patient spirit 
shown, when night after night it was, “Off again.” I sincerely 
believe that I am no more than doing my duty when I pay public 
recognition of her assistance to me. 

I trust the visits I have made have been helpful, that the 
conduct at such of your Commander has not been detrimental to 
the Order. I have been benefited by meeting you, for which I am 
thankful. 


IN CONCLUSION. 


I now bring this rather lengthy, and possibly tiresome report 
to aclose. I retire from this office with the consciousness of a 
faithful, though perhaps not always wise, performance of my 
duties. Sacrifices of health, church duties, home ties, time and 
money have been made and no regrets expressed. I have made 
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many, many friends, some enemies. I bear noill will toward any 
Brother, be his attitude toward me what it may. I thank you from 
the depths of my heart for the honor and confidence reposed in 
me, for your loyalty and forbearance as well. 

I bespeak for him who follows me — first of my Officers, that 
they give to him in the ranks the same loyal support given me in 
service; to my Brothers in general, do better by him, even than 
by me. Let every man be a worker. 

With a firmer faith and trust in Almighty God, as the Crea- 
tor and Preserver of our Nation, with a greater devotion to my 
Country, its principles and institutions, with a deeper love for my 
father and his comrades of the Civil War, and a growing belief in 
the work of the Sons of Veterans, I retire to the ranks, not to be 
a has-been or forgotten, but to work with the boys as merely one 
of the boys. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


WALTER PENNEY, 


Division Commander. 
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Report of 


Senior-Vice Division Commander 


ERNEST E. HOBSON. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MassACHUSETTs Diviston, Sons OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Senior- Vice Division Commander. 
PaLMER, Mass., January 10, 1907. 
GeorcE L. Bray, Division Secretary + 


Dear Sir and Brother,—-1 submit herewith my 
report as Senior-Vice Division Commander for the term ending 
February 20, 1907. 

When I accepted the office in February last, I duly appreci- 
ated the responsibilities that went with the honor it conferred, and 
I have endeavored to faithfully and promptly discharge every 
obligation resting upon me. I have attended receptions, camp- 
fires and meetings of the G. A. R., W. R.C., D. of V. and S. of 
V., in all parts of the Commonwealth, having travelled over three 
thousand miles and spent fifty-one evenings in the work. Every- 
where I have been received with the most generous hospitality, 
and I desire at this time to express my thanks to the Brothers of 
the Division for the many courtesies shown me. 

I have made an effort in all of my addresses to preach the 
doctrine of “Good Citizenship” and emphasize the necessity of 
respect for and obedience to law, for I believe that by standing 
firmly for these principles our organization can best preserve in 
peace what our fathers preserved in war. I have found that the 
Camps stand high in their respective communities and this is as 
it should be. I have found, too, the membership of our Division 
loyal and earnest in the furtherance of our work, and especially 
have I found this to be soin the Camps located in the small towns 
in the western and central parts of the State. 
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Among the many enjoyable events I had the pleasure of 
attending, I would mention the reception given to Miss C. Millie 
Leighton, Department President of the Daughters of Veterans, at 
Clinton, April 3, 1906; the camp-fire of the New Hampshire 
Division, S. of V., held on the first night of the annual encamp- 
- ment of the New Hampshire Veterans’ Association, at The Weirs 
on August 28, 1906, on which occasion I had the honor to repre- 
sent our Division, and was shown every courtesy by our New 
Hampshire Brothers; the muster of thirty-four recruits by Camp 
94, of Marlboro, on the evening of April 16, 1906, and the muster 
of thirty-three recruits by the same Camp on the evening of May 
21, 1906, the work on both occasions being very finely done and 
reflecting great credit upon the officers and members of the Camp ; 
the special meeting of Camp 16, of Springfield, on the evening of 
October 18th, at which time a picked degree team mustered thirty- 
eight recruits furnished by Camps in the vicinity of that city. 

I am glad that events so shaped themselves that my term of 
office came while Commander Penney was at the head of our 
Division. It has been a great pleasure to serve under him. 
During the year past our paths have met in many places and I 
have always found him working hard for the welfare of the 
Division. To his energetic, vigorous and most competent leader- 
ship is due the distinct advance the Division has made in mem- 
bership and standing. I am indebted to Commander Penney and 
the other officers connected with headquarters for many cour- 
tesies shown me on my several visits to Lynn. 

The coming year is one of glorious opportunity. We can 
make a big advance toward the position our Organization will 
occupy after the extinction of the Grand Army, the leading patri- 
otic order of the land, if each Brother will do his part. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


Ernest E. Hopson, 
Senior- Vice Division Commander. 


a 


Report of 


Junior-Vice Division Commander. 


FRANK E. HOWARD, 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MassaAcHuSETTS Division, Sons oF VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Office of Junior-Vice Division Commander. 


Soury Boston, Mass., January 29, 1907. 
GeorGE L. Bray, Division Secretary : 


Dear Sir and Brother,—\ have the honor to submit 
the following report as Junior-Vice Division Commander. 

During my term of office I have endeavored to make my visits 
and use my influence in the direction of those Camps that would 
appear to be benefited most by attention from the Division. Asa 
result I am convinced that a little interest shown, unofficially and 
often outside the Camp room, can be made productive of much 
good, and will aid greatly in creating more harmonious relations. 

I have been assigned often to special work, and thereby have 
come in contact with Brothers hitherto strangers. I can say with 
pleasure that when these Brothers have been called upon they have 
responded both promptly and cheerfully, and the best interests of 
the Division have been advanced thereby. 

Early in the year I realized that our Division Commander 
would expect much from his officers, and month in and month 
out he has been the leader and allowed none to trail too far in the 
rear. If everthe duties were exacting, his great confidence in his 
officers and his keener appreciation of their efforts made work a 
pleasure. 

Iam daily more impressed with the satisfactory condition of the 
Order in general and the Massachusetts Division in particular. 
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While in many directions the superficial conditions may not 
appear of the best, yet more often it was proved that beneath all 
these conditions has been built a foundation which later will be of 
inestimable value to the honor and credit of the Sons of Veterans. 

We are assured that never has our Order so much enjoyed 
that quality properly termed character, and attained simply by the 
efforts of the individuals in-bringing themselves up to that plane 
of true, patriotic manhood which is reflected into the Order. 

My personal relations with the Grand Army have satisfied me 
that we have, without doubt, ‘made good” in its estimation, yet 
as the work of the Veteran is fast becoming our work, a closer 
relation between the Executive departments in manner of location 
would prove most desirable. 

Asking your same kindly consideration toward my successors 
that has been shown me, I remain, 


Fraternally yours, 


Frank E. Howarp, 


Junior-Vice Division Commander. 


“ 


Report of Division Chaplain. 


D. W. LYMAN. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MassacuuseEtts Diviston, Sons or VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Office of Division Chaplain. 


Acawam, Mass., January 18, 1907- 


GrorceE L. Bray, Division Secretary : 


Dear Sir and Brother, — Herewith please find my 
report as Division Chaplain of the Massachusetts Division, Sons 
of Veterans, for year 1906-1907: 


MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES. 


Number of Campsreporting . . 2... 1 1 ee es 109 
Number of Camps not reporting a 6. BG 
Percentage of Camps reporting . Peli <3 87+ 
Number ‘of Brothers belonging to Camps . os obo 6 o Lue 
Number of Brothers in line Memorial Day . . . . + ~ + 2;945 
Number of Brothers armed in line Memorial Day . . 531 


Number of Brothers uniformed and in line Memorial Day . 2,453 
Number of firing Squads furnished 


Mpeeadeo a 55 
Number of Addresses by S. of V. . . 64 
Number of Brothers attending Memorial Sunday icerviceam 2,042 
Number of Camps observing Union Defenders’ ‘Day SRA 50 
Number of deaths in Division, last twelve months . . . 2 
Number of funerals attended by Camps i in body—G. A. R 34 
Number of funerals attended by Camps in body—S. of V. 12 
Number of burial services conducted by Camp—G. A. R. 
Number of burial services conducted by Camp—sS. of V. . 6 
Number of Camps using Memorial Day Services—‘“A”. - 37 
Number of Camps using Memorial Day Services—*B” . 45 


27 


It has been a source of gratification to your humble servant 
to note the painstaking care with which the most of the Camps 
of our Division made their reports for Memorial Day. Many of 
them were very tardy in reaching me and a number did not arrive 
until my returns were made both to the Division and National 
Headquarters. ‘Since this report is made up from my returns to 
our National Chaplain we do not make as good a showing as 
though these delinquent Camps and ten or twelve not reporting at 
all were included. Allow me to urge upon the Camps the impor- 
tance of early returns from every Camp in the Division. 


Faithfully submitted in F., C. and L. 


D. W. Lyman, 
Division Chaplain. 
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Report of Division Secretary. 
GEORGE L. BRAY. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MassacuusEetts Division, Sons or VETERANS, U.S. A. 
Office of Division Secretary. 
Lynn, Mass., February 12, 1907. 
WatteR PENNEY, Division Commander: 


Dear Sir and Brother, —One year ago when 
you conferred upon me the honor of being one of your official 
family by appointing me Division Secretary, I assumed the duties 
with the determination to give my best efforts to the interest of our 
Order. How well I have succeeded, the condition of the books 
at the expiration of my term of office will in a measure testify. 

In giving a resume of the year’s work, Iam impressed with 
the absolute necessity of accuracy and promptness in small things, 
as well as great, if we would attain and retain the position to 
which we aspire as an Order. It may seem a matter of minor 
consequence that a Quarterly Report should lack a figure here 
and there, or that an officer’s name should be in its proper place, 
but this little error may be of such importance that the whole 
machinery at Headquarters will remain at a standstill until it is 
rectified, thus causing delay and serious inconvenience, ‘+ A 
word to the wise is sufficient,” and I firmly believe if the neces- 
sity of accuracy and promptness can be impressed upon the minds 
of the officers of our Camps, it will greatly facilitate matters. 

It has been our policy to answer all letters promptly and to 
give desired information as clearly as possible. 

We found it necessary to revise the Descriptive Book, and 
to those who have co-operated in this effort we extend our hearty 
thanks. Had all assisted, the revision would have been complete ; 
as it is, it will devolve upon our successor to finish this part of 
the work. 

I have been at Headquarters once every day since its estab- 
lishment, usually twice, and some days threetimes. By keeping 
a record of my time. I am able to say that I have been in Head- 
quarters an average of three hours each day, my longest day con- 
sisting of ten hours, my shortest about fifteen minutes, just suffi- 
cient to look over the mail. 
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This leads me to urge the establishment of Permanent Head- 
quarters. We believe that our Order has grown to a size to 
warrant this step. The work surely warrants it, and we trust 
that we may be financially able to meet the need. Under exist- 
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The appended table gives the net gain or loss of each Camp during 
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8 Salem 12/0) 0] oO} 6 1] 3 2 14 46 Roxbury 42] o| 0 al) I 4 4 46 
9 Boston = || ee ee 10 3 13 42 47 Norwood 24) 3 1 6 1 5} 19 
10 Millers Falls 23] 0) 0 i] 3 1} a) | 24 48 Northampton 34] 2 0} o} o| of] 2 4) | 3 
11 Whitman 108} 8] 1] 5 8} 0} 20) |128 49 Natick 25| 7 16 o| of 5] 28) | 53 
12 Hingham 21/0) oO] 2 0; 0 1} 1 22 50 Rockland 47 1} 0; OF 0} O} 1 0} 0} 47 
13 Stoughton 28] 0] Oo} OF O 4 6 10} 18 51 Jamaica Plain 41} 2 5 1) 1} 7 48 
14 Cambridgeport 23 f6) 6 6] Go] 4 0} 0] 23 52 Leominster 86] 0] 0 1] o| 0 1 2) 84 
15 Springfield 35) | 6 q 4 38 34 69 53 Orange 11) 2 2 0} Of o| of 4) | 45 
16 Williamstown 24) 0] 0 ail 6 3 10] 14 54 Medford 70 4) 0} O 9} 2) ial 59 
17 Brockton 47| 3 6 5] 1 5 52 55 Southbridge 28 |) 32) 2) 0] 0 1] 27 
18 Uxbridge 19 i] 14 0) of of of 0} oO} 19 56 Cambridge 34 3} 2 21 0] oO 3] 31 
19 Clinton 58 1] 1 0 00 15 15] 43 57 North Attleboro 28 1 #27) —| —| S| — aaa eae 
20) Colrain 28] 0} of 0| of 0] of 2 2) | 80 58 Attleboro 39] 0} of 3 2 2 7| | 46 
21 Lawrence 10] 0; O}| O} OF OF OF OF OF OF OF} 10 59 S. Framingham 31 ally al 0} Oo] 3) 3 34 
22 Middleboro 13] 4 6 2 8} 4) | 47 60 Holyoke 46 ll, 2 1] 5) 5] | Bt 
23 Reading 32] 0] Oo} o| 0 a) 2 0} o| 32 61 Sharon 16] 1 4| 0] 0 5) 11 
24 Gloucester 40 8} 0; OO} O; OF O; OF} 0; 8) 32 62 Everett 44) 1 1] 1 3) 41 
25 Worcester 48} 0) O] 38 0) 0 3} 0) 0} 48 63 Holliston Lif FLT) 1T 0; Oo] 0 0; 0) 17 
26 Taunton 48 1] 2 Oo} O} 4 5] Bi 64 Spencer i 
27 Mansfield 28 5] 0} Of O} OF OF OF 0} 65} 23 65 Athol 44] 11 il 0] 0] 2 14) 58 
28 Fitchburg 75| 3 3 4| 4 6 81 66 Woburn 42] 6 3] o| 0 3] 39 
29 Watertown 47| 2 10] 1 8 15] 32 67 Abington 59 1 1] 0) Oo} 0 2| 57 
30 Dorchester 54 9) 5 5] 7 5 59 68 Winchendon 21 1) 3) 0) 0 1 3 24 
31 Newton AL 2} o| 0 1} o| 0 3] 3 69 Pembroke 28] 0} Of 8 0) oO} 0 8} 36 
82 South Braintree | 34] 1 ee if 3 37 70 Upton 20| 2 2 1 6 11) | 31 
33 Plainfield 712 71 Northboro 27| 1 1 0} 0} 0) 2 29 
34 Wakefield 48| 0] 0 6] 1 o| oO 5] 43 72 Shrewsbury 22 1} 0} Oo] oF O 0} Ly 2a 
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March | June | Sept. | Dec. | Total 


too | March | June Sept. Dec. | Total | ees 
es Quarter {Quarter [Quarter |Quarter |for year aS y Quarien usttey Qaaties Quarter for year] 
 ifelaiels|e2l2!a¢lel els) ele i 2/2/38) 2/)8|)2)2|2)s|2 
Camp No. and Location # és S ie 3 a elels & 8 Camp No.and Location 5 4 é 5 & 5 é s & 4 
73 North Brookfield | 20] 5 2 1 3 1 31 116 Hanson 0} Oo} 1 0} 0 6 3 
74 Milton 24| 1 v) 0} Oo} 2 5 29 117 Hopedale 8 1 0} 0 1) 8 
75 Dedham 19] o| of o| o| o 2 ol 47 a 118 Eastondale 0} o| 2 3 2 3 
78 Lowell 36] 9 Ol oO 121 o| oO 3] 33 119 Billerica $32] 0) O} 0] O}]13 18 
79. Melrose 42] 5 2 2 6 15 BT 120 Agawam 2 0} 0) 0) 0} 0} OF 2 
80 Malden 21) 2 4 2 1 9 30 121 Northfield 0} O; 0} OF 0; OF 0} OF 0} 0 
81 Chelsea 387] 0) 0 2) 0] of 1 1] 36 122 Holden —| —} —| —|*20 i 97 
83 Plainville 42| 2 Oo] 0 4! o| O 2) 40 123 East Douglass — —| —| —/*26 0} 0) 26 
84 Randolph 23] 0] oO} 2 8 12) 35 124 Baldwinville 21 38 7 8} 1 3 
85 Webster 42] 4 4 1] 2 9 BL 125 Fiskdale 29) 2 1 0! 0; 0 OF 3 
86 Barre 30} o| 0 9 1} o| 0 3] 27 129 Haverhill 36 PHS} 0; Oo] 8 9 
87 Peabody 23/ 0} O} O| O 1] 1 0} 0} 23 130 New Bedford 48 8} 1 0} O| 7 0) 0 
88 Scituate 39] 0} of 0] 0 5] 0} 0 5| 34 131 Medfield ' is] o| o| 3 0| of 0, oO] 3 
89 Brighton 39 Heal) sa ig) Zt 9) 37 134 Monson | 25) U| O} 4 1 1} 4 
90 Fall River 92| 4 7 1 2 ata 33 136 Palmer | 19!) .0]| Olee2 1 2 5 
92 East Bridgewater | 19 iL ad o| of oO} Oo} 0} of 19 142 Rockport | 29 1 2) 0; Oo; 1 2 
93 Milbury S5)| | #15 al 1] 0} oO] 15 i 144 Bridgewater 21) 0} O| 2 1) 2 3 
94 Marlboro 66] oO 72 at 4] 69 135 5 145 Roxbury | 28) Q| oO 2 1] Oo] 0 3 
95 Revere 13] 2 oO 0] 2 Oo] 4 17 146 Hyde Park | 8 |< :0|\an0, 6] 0} Oo; 0] 0 6 
96 Boston 1} 6! 1 i] o| o| 6 17 149 Manchester | 76] 1 -1}) 0} 5] oO} 0 5 
97 Adams 17| 2 0 0| 0 5 3] 14 
98 South Boston 41] 0} Oo] O| O 1 8 9] 32 4633, 
Ae Pepe Falls | 19) —|19 is 0 te 5 0 ie 9 Be *New Camps. _tCamps Dropped. ispended. | Reinstated, | § Disbanded 
101 Westminster 53 0! o] 3 0; oO} 4) 4 BT -Loss By SusPENSION 
102 Sudbur 15 1] o| o}| 1 Oo! o}| o| of} 15 : Camp Members 
108 Marshfield 231 3 1 o| of o| of 4| | 27 __ SOO eae Desc ee eee 
104 Saugus 38 3] 2| 0} Oo] 2 i} 139 5 gies 
105 Belchertown 7) o| oO} O| OF OF 0 [Eeth Loss By Droppep. 
106 Charlestown 44 4) 4 ol OF | 37 Suspended Dropped 
107 Greenfield 21 2} o| o| oO] oO I$19 ~ 33 Plainfield November 2, 1905. June 30, 1906. 
108 Pittsfield 38 6} 0) Oo} 0} of 0} 0 6| 32 ~64 Spencer a a een 
109 Newburyport 47 3} 2) 2|| 2 1] 46 ~9t Ware oe cS Sep 
110 Franklin 31 8} 0; O} OF 0 Il vet! 9) 22 4 Loss spy DIsBANDMENT. 
111 Andover 15) 0) oO; 2 0} 0 3 18 - 4 Danvers 35 January 2, 1906. 
112 Oxford 22) 2 2] 0) oO} 2 6 28 —~100 Walpole 12 transferred. i ‘ 
114 Marion 35] 0] 0 2) 1) | 38 4] 31 ce Us 7 suspended. 
115 Duxbury 25) 0} OF 14) 0) oO; 1) 2) 27 107 Greenfield 19 October, 1906. 
i i} | 


wy 

& 
ue 
at 


I cannot refrain from calling attention to the good work of 
Camps 5, 9; 11, 15; 35; 65, 70, 73) 79. 84, 90, 100, with a gain 
of ten and over, and especially to Camp 49 (28), and bya 
singular coincidence, Camp 94 (69). Camp 49 leads the Division 
with 112 per cent. gain, and 94 with ro4+ per cent. gain. 

I wish at this time to express my appreciation of the assist- 
ance given me by members of Camp 1, to Division Treasurer 
Perry, and especially to Sergeant-Major Deming, who has been 
an ever-ready and willing helper. 

And now, Commander Penney, as I close this report, and my 
official year as a member of your Staff, 1 do so with mingled 
feelings of regret and pleasure. Regret that we must sever 
these relations so replete with pleasant memories, and pleasure 

- at the warm friendships formed and the experience gained, which 
will enable us to become more efficient workers in our Order 
wherever our lot may be cast. 

Wishing the Division Officers of 1907-8, and my successor 
especially, the best of success, I remain, 


Fraternally yours in F., C. and Ls; 


Gro. L. Bray, 
Division Secretary. 


w 
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Report of Division Treasurer. 
HENRIE J. PERRY. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MassacuusetTts Division, Sons oF VetrEerans, U.S. A. 
Office of Division Treasurer. 


Lynn, Mass., February 12, 1907. 
Gerorce L. Bray, Déviston Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother,—I herewith submit to you the 
following report as Treasurer of the Massachusetts Division, 
S. of V., U.S. A. 

The year 1906 has been a busy and prosperous one. 

The expenses have been somewhat heavy in some ways, 
notably the addition of two roll-top desks for the Division 
Secretary and Division Treasurer and four chairs. The issuing 
of more General and Special Orders and Commissions, which 
also increased the printing and postage expense. The Faneuil 
Hall Camp-fire was somewhat of an expense, but*l believe well 
paid for itself. The National Encampment, being held in 
Peoria, also was more expensive to the Division, it being such 
a distance from Massachusetts. 

There are a few things which I would like to call to the 
attention of Camp Officers: 

First: When you are sending in your Quarterly Reports 
go over the figures the second time and see if your additions and 
subtractions are correct. 

Second: When sending in your Requisitions for supplies, 
read the printed instructions on same carefully, and always send 
enough postage when you wish them sent by mail. < 

Third: Whensending your Requisitions fill out all blanks 
that are called for on front of the same and send to the Division 
Treasurer and not to the Division Commander or Division 
Secretary. 

The following recommendations are ones which I think 
would be for the best interests of the Division: 

First: That the present per capita tax be continued at 
Soc. per annum as long as this Division is compelled to pay 20c. 
per annum for every member for the BANNER 

Second: That in the event of this Division not renewing 
the contract with the BANNER that the per capita tax remain at 
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Soc. per annum and the amount of 20c. from the same be applied 
to maintaining Permanent Headquarters. 

Third: That in the event of this Division not renewing 
its contract with the BANNER and not voting to maintain 
Permanent Headquarters, that the per capita tax be reduced to 
60oc. per annum, the same to go into effect commencing with the 
next quarter after the cancellation of the BANNER contract. 


REcEIPTs. 


Balance as per last annual 

VOLE coo 00 a DORE $832.80 
Per Capita We 6 oo $3,696.30 
Supplies... ..... 601.39 
@hattersHeess- 4... 250.00 
Miscellaneous... . 10.16 


Total Receipts. . . . $45557-85 $5,390.65 


DisBURSEMENTS. 

Per Capita Tax, one 

IBANNERWs le). $1,764.58 
SWVC oo o-6 6 6 Heme 599-21 
Postage and Express 2 oud 199.59 
Division Officer’s Mileage . 206.24 $2,769.62 
Office Expenses: 
Salariesen. . . . SeaD 250.00 
Chats RS oo 5 5 6 5 Be 150.00 
Renee 198.00 
iBondsiawer fe) ts en... 12.50 
INGRAM ¢ 5 po Oo oo 4-20 
Office Furniture... . . 46.86 
Inspecting Headquarters . 0 14.67 
TPIS 6 9 a leeg OBS 167.25 
Miscellaneous 0 Chinen 29.92 873.40 


flowers for Funerals: 
Edw. P. Preble, Adj. Gen. 


G. A. R. 5.00 
Edw. H. Lounsbury, Past 
Div. Com. S. of V. : 5.00 10.00 


Amounts es $3,653.02 $5,390.65 
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Amounts brought forward, $3,653.02 $5,390.65 
National Encampment at 
Peoria, Ill., Commander 
and Ten Delegates. . . 343-45 


Twenty-fourth Division 


Encampment : 
Stenographer ...... 45-36 
Printing Proceedings. . . 216.32 
Printing Rosters... 5. 84.50 689.63 
Faneuil Hall Camp Fire. . 53-00 
San Francisco Sufferers . . 25.00 
Mustering Officer... . . 15.00 
Inspecting Officer... . . 7-35 
Memorial Exercises at 
Soldiers’ Home.. . 35.00 
Floral Wreath for ‘Abraham 
Lincoln Monument. . . 3-40 
Miscellaneous ..... .~ 142.92 281.67 $4,624.32 
Balance on hand. . . $766.33, 


Value of supplies on hand February 12, 1907. . . - $56.53 
Value of supplies on hand February 14, 1906. . . « 44.20 


$12.33 


In submitting this report I wish to thank you, the Division 
Commander and other Members of his Staff, for the assistance 
they have rendered me, and also all Members of the several 
Camps who have helped to make my term of office a pleasant 
one. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


Division Treasurer. 
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Report of Division Counsellor. 
. WILLIAM M. BRIGHAM. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuuserts Division, Sons or VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Division Counsellor. 


Martporo, Mass., January 10, 1907. 


GeorcE L. Bray, Division Secretary : 


Dear Sir and Brother, —\ herewith render my 
report as Division Counsellor for the Division of Massachusetts 
for the year 1906-1907. he Bes. 

Owing to the condition of harmony prevailing in the Division 
I have had no calls made upon me for counsel to the Division 
Officers, and no matters from the individual Camps referred for 
my consideration. I desire to express my pleasure at having had 
the opportunity of being on the Staff where the mutual relations 
between all the members have been so pleasant. 


Respectfully rendered, 


WituiaM M. BricHaM, 
Division Counsellor. 


of 


Report of Division Inspector. 
F, H. BROCK. 


HEADQUARTERS OF ~ = 
MassacHUusETTs Division, SONS OF VETERANS, U.S. A. 
Office of Inspector. 


ArHOL, Mass., Feb. 1, 7907- 
Georce L. Bray, Division Secretary : 


Dear Sir and Brother,—\ herewith respectfully 
submit my report as Division Inspector for the current year. 

Among the many difficulties that I had to contend with in 
performing the work of my office, was the unreliability of the Divi- 
sion roster, so far as the meeting night of the Camps was given. 

In making up the dates for the inspections 1 found so many 
meeting nights given wrong that it caused me a great deal of 
trouble, and I had to make many changes. In order that my suc- 
cessor may not meet with the same trouble, Camp officers should 
be very careful in filling out all blanks, giving the meeting night 
of the Camp, and whenever a change is made the Division should 
be notified at once. 

In selecting the Brothers to assist me in the inspections, I en- 
déavored to choose, as far as possible, Brothers who were known 
to be active workers in the Order. In two sections ‘of the Divi- 
sion I found a great deal of difficulty in securing Assistant In- 
spectors, although I had asked Brothers to serve who have hereto- 
fore been very prominent in Division work. However, after sev- 
eral refusals of this kind, I finally secured the following Brothers, 
who ably performed the duties assigned them: — 

A. F. Rice, of Adams; W. E. Garlick, of Williamstown ; 
Charles Noble of Pittsfield; C. A. Smith, of Colrain; W. H. 
Howard and F. E. Stevens, of Athol; George C. Lee, of South 
Deerfield; A. A. Upton and G. W. Wikel, of Orange; F. E. 
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Burnham, of Springfield; R. H. Smith of Holyoke; F. B. Wil- 
cox of Palmer; B. L. Turner of Gardner; George E. Stevens and 
J. C. McMullen, of Fitchburg; J. W. Powell, of Clinton; George 
W. Wallace, of Marlboro; Charles H. Scofield, of Oxford; A. J. 
Whitney, of Worcester; C. S. Houghton, of Leominister; J. W. 
Webster and A. E. Borden, of New Bedford; F. M. Whitney, of 
Attleboro; W. H. Payne, of South Braintree; James F. Smith 
and W. R. Crowther, of Fall River; Nahum Reed, of Whitman ; 
A. C. Beal and F. H. Southwick, of Brockton; Charles E. Ford, 
of Abington; Irving Botting, of Hingham; G. Henry Powell, of 
Boston; L. M. Pierce, of Norwood; A. O. Fairbanks, of South 
Framingham; George A. Derby of Hudson; Frank L. Kirch- 
gassner, of Jamaica Plain; Sherwin L. Cook and Frank H. 
White, of Roxbury; A. S. Neal, of Revere; Dr. E. W. Homan, of 
Wakefield; E. W. Baker and Lyman W. Floyd, of Manchester; 
Hon. Charles O. Bailey, of Byfield; A. F. Frazier and H. J. 
Perry of Lynn; E. W. Dennett, of Lowell; J. B. Champney, of 
Reading. 

All of the Camps in good standing in the Division were in- 
spected, except No. 33 and No. 73. No. 33 was mustered only a 
short time ago, and it was thought best not to have a regular in- 
spection this year. Although several letters were written, and an 
earnest effort made, I failed to receive a report from the Brother 
who was appointed to inspect No. 73- 


: The following tabulated report of the inspections is sub- 
mitted ; — 


CoNSOLIDATED INSPECTION REPORT. 
Number of Camps in the Division, Dec. 31,1906 = - - 
Number in good Standing > oe ae eee 
Number inspected . . ae 
Number properly equipped . oO StOgeS 
Number having necessary paraphernalia. - - + + - 
Number in which secret work is fully committed . - 
Number in which secret work is partly committed 
Number not having secret work committed 


Number keeping records correctly u 2 
Number keeping accounts correctly . . 122 
Number forwarding all reports 125) 
Number having roster complete . . 116 
Number paid all dues to Headquarter: oa 123 
Number having password and countersign : 125 
Number members in good standing last quarter 4,482 
Number gained since Dec. 31st last holies Bere en 744 
Number suspended... . . fo 326 
iMmmbemdroppeda sss sw tt ee 183 
Number Camps not having By-Laws approved. - +--+ ++ ++ ++ 20 
Number presenting badge to recruits ..-- +--+ ++ +e 125 
Number keeping descriptive record of each member... + + ~~ 122 
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Number keeping duplicate reports of Secretary ----+.-+--+- 116 
Number keeping duplicate reports of Treasurer os 119 
Number of Camp Treasurers given bond ...- ++ +--+ ses 
Number of Camps having Treasurers’ accounts audited by Camp 
Gouncil « - - - en + 6 0, oo einen en R a aee 103 
Total value of Camp property ©... + ee ee ee ee eee $32,181.00 
Number of Camps not free from debt... - ++ ee ees None 
Total amount invested... 1 1 ee ee ee ee ee ee $3,089.00 
Number of Camps having military companies Soo de 02 2 
Number Chaplains forwarding reports promptly .-.---++- 12 
Number in charge of Memorial Day exercises... +--+ +++ 17, 
Number attending Divine services... +--+ ++ ee e+ 6 12 
Number having Ladies’ Auxiliary. - 2... + 6+ 2+ ee ee . Ai 
Number having Daughters of Veterans ... .- +--+ +++ - Wf 
Number in harmony with G.A.R. 2... ee ee ee ee 12. 
Number observing Union Defenders’ Day. - .- +--+ ++ ++-- 86 
Number of Camps attending funerals of members _.-..----> 100 
Amount expended for relief of members of G. A.R. -- .- - - £493.98 
Number assisted... 2 = 2 » + ahh fe) Wueurensemte 31, and 2 G. A. R. Posts 
Amount expended for Veterans not members of G. A. R. . - « - $15.00 
Number of Camps having separate Relief Fund ..--+.+-:- 35 
Total amount in Relief Fund . .. 1... pe te ee ee $3,247-87 


Soon after the last National Encampment, I began to make 
inquiries about the inspection blanks and was informed by the 
National Secretary that new blanks were going to be used, and 
would be forwarded as soon as they were printed. When they 
arrived I was very much disappointed with them, because T ex- 
pected an improvement over the ones used last year. 

The blanks were just like the ones of 1905, except that fif- 
teen questions were left out. Some of the questions left off were 
of great importance in ascertaining the true condition of the 
Camp. 

On the consolidated report blank to the National Inspector 
there were four questions that are not on the Camp inspection 
blank. On the whole the blanks were very crude and unsatis- 
factory. 

In acircular to the Camps issued from this office, I stated 
that some of the most important questions on the blank would 
be used to mark the Camps, thus giving them a relative standing 
in the Division. The blanks were late in arriving and I hur- 
riedly chose the following questions, believing them to be the 
most important ones on the list: 

3, Have the Commander, Officers and Staff the secret 
work committed to memory ? 

4 Are the records of the Camp correctly and neatly kept, 
on proper forms, according to rules and regulations and for per- 
manent use? 


5 Are the accounts relative to dues and finances with the 
members correctly, properly and neatly kept? 
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6 Have all reports to Division Headquarters and all other 
Division Officers been forwarded? 


7 Isthe roster of the Camp complete, viz.: have all Offi- 
cers been elected, Staff appointed, and all installed? 


8 Have all remittances due to Headquarters — per capita 
tax or other indebtedness — been paid? 


16 Has the Camp adopted By-Laws and have they been 
approved by the Division Commander? 


18 Is a descriptive record of each member of the Camp 
kept? 

19 Is a regulation badge and a copy of the Constitution 
and Laws presented to each recruit when mustered? 


20 a@ Are duplicate reports kept of those made out for the 
Division Secretary ? 


6 For the Division Treasurer? 
21 Has the Camp Treasurer given a bond? 


22 Are the books and accounts of the Camp Treasurer 
regularly audited by the Camp Council? 


27 Does the Camp Chaplain make out and forward his re- 
port to the Division Chaplain on Memorial Day, May 30th? 


_ 29 Does the Camp attend Divine services in a body pre- 
vious to Memorial Day, or as designated by the Commander-in- 
Chief or Division Commander or proper authority? 

31 @ What are the relations of the Camp and G. A. R. 
Post or Posts? 
2 é Are Camp-fires or social gatherings held and is the 
Post or G. A. R. invited to attend? 


32 Does the Camp observe Union Defenders’ Day? 


When I sent out the inspection blanks to the Assistant In- 
spector, I sent a copy of instructions, so there might be no mis- 
take in the answers. Some of the Assistant Inspectors either 
did not fully understand the instructions or did not consider them 
of much importance, for among the answers to question No. 

I found the following: ‘ Not very good,” ‘‘ Not entirely,” “In 
part,” * Fair,” etc., thus making it very hard for me to know 
just how to mark the Camp. 

For this reason I think some Camps are given a higher 
mark than they should have and some may be marked too low. 

The first question being of great importance I marked 25 
and the others 5 each. 
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I went over the reports very carefully and marked them as 
fairly and honestly as possible with the following result : 


Camp Per | Camp Per | Camp Per | Camp Per | Camp Per 
No. cent. No. cent. | No. cent. | No. cent. | No. 


I too} 3 95] 35 90)134 85) 7 Fo 
5 100} 19 95) 43 90} 142 85) 24 Fo 
i 100 | 37 95 | 47  90)144 85 | 71 4o 
7 too | 62 95 | 50 go | 149 85 | 96 ~%0 
3, too | 65 95 | 55 go} 18 82 | 104 70 
32 too | 85 95 | 68 go | 100 8r | 11 70 
34 too | 88 95 | 7O go} 16 So | 120 7o 
36 100 | go 95 | 81 9°} 75 80 2 69 
46 too | ror 95 | 86 99 | 99 80] 97 68 
51 100 | 103 95 | 112 go | 109 80 | 136 68 
52 100 | 108 95 | 123 go | 129 80} 27 65 
54 100} 115 95 | 124 90) 22 79] 39 65 
67 Too | 116 95; 20 88 || 30599979) 5 OOS 
74 foo | 417 95 eat 88 | 130 791 95 65 
79 roo | 121 95 | 58 88 | 53 78 | 122 65 
80 100 | 146 95 | 83 88 | 110 78 | 10 60 
92 100| 25 94] 87 S88} 44 77) 63 60 


Iam convinced that the inspection, as now conducted with 
the blanks in use, is almost a complete farce, so far as any prac- 
tical benefit can come to the Camp inspected. What we need 
in this Division is something like the old-fashioned inspection 
that we had years ago, that used to arouse so much interest and 
competition among the Camps. 

I think the inspection shows that the Camps are in a better 
condition than they were a year ago. 

There is a slight increase in the number of Camps that can 
perform the work without the ritual, but the gain is not nearly 
as great as I had hoped for, and the number is far below what it 
ought to be. 

The inspection of some of the Camps that have been mus- 
tered during the year reveals the fact that there is a great deal of 
misunderstanding among them regarding the proper manner of 
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conducting the work of the Order. This is owing to the great 
difference between the ritual and the present Constitution, Rules 
and Regulations. 

The Camp is mustered all right and then they are left alone 
to get along the best way they can, consequently many mistakes 
are made. In order to retrieve this condition of affairs I would 
make the following recommendation, believing that it will be 
beneficial both to the Division and the new Camp. 

Recommended: ‘* That, whenever a new Camp is mus- 
tered during the coming year, the Division Commander be 
authorized to appoint a competent Brother as Instructor for that 
Camp. His duty shall be to visit the Camp as often as necessary 
during the first three months and instruct all the officers in the 
proper performance of their duties. He shall also assist the 
Camp officers in making out their first quarterly reports to Divi- 
sion Headquarters. One-half of his necessary traveling expenses 
to be paid by the Division and the other half by the Camp re- 
ceiving the instruction.” 

Several of the Camps were very highly praised by the As- 
sistant Inspectors for the excellent manner in which they per- 
formed the ritualistic work. There are a few Camps in the 
Division that will need special attention, during the coming year, 
in order to make them what they ought to be. To the incoming 
Division Commander I will give information as to their needs, if 
requested. z 

Tn conclusion, I wish to thank the Brothers who so kindly 
acted as Assistant Inspectors, and the many Camp Commanders 
pel promptness in answering communications from this 

I thank Division Commander Penney for honoring me with 
the office of Division Inspector and for the many expressions of) 
his confidence in my ability to perform the duties of this position, 
and hope the manner in which I have conducted the duties of 
the office has been entirely satisfactory to him and the entire 
Division. 

Yours in F., C. and L., 
F. H. Brock, 


Division Lnspector. 
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Report of Special Mustering Officer. 


F. E, WARREN, 


- HEADQUARTERS OF 
Massacuusetrs Diviston, Sons or VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Special Mustering Officer. 


Nortu AsBincron, Mass., January 37, 1907. 
Georce L. Bray, Division Secretary: 


Dear Siy and Brother, —1 herewith submit the fol- 
lowing report of my office for the year 1906-1907 : 

Upon assuming the duties of Special Mustering Officer it was 
with the knowledge of a great amount of work connected with it. 

I am now convinced more than ever the need of permanent 
Headquarters, for I believe that the Mustering Officer could 
accomplish a greater amount of work than under the present 
system. 

I also firmly believe that it would be good business policy 
for this Division to employ, at a salary, a competent Mustering 
Officer for a year. The results would even surprise the most 
conservative member. 

The work this year, although not what I anticipated, still the 
results are gratifying. The Camps mustered have come to stay 
and the interest shown by them proves this fact. The personnel of 
these new Camps compare favorably with that of other Orders in 
the several towns. 

Camp No. 61, of Sharon, is nowon the boom; also Camp No. 
119, of Billerica. 

These Camps, in my opinion, would be materially benefited 
by having an Auxiliary, as there are now no Posts or W. R. C. in 
the towns. The following Camps have been mustered: 


March 29,1906. Collingwood, No. 4, Plymouth, twenty-eight 
members, by Mustering Officer F. E. Warren, assisted by P. D.C. 
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W. A. Stevens and Brother Kirchgassner of Camps Nos. 11 and 
67. 

April 13th. James Russell Lowell, No. 9, Boston, twenty- 
nine members, by Mustering Officer F. E. Warren, assisted by 
P. C. Walker and Brothers of Camp No. 41. 

April 14th. Nelson Lowell, No. roo, Hanover, forty mem- 
bers, by Mustering Officer F. E. Warren, assisted by Camps Nos. 
50 and 67. 

May isth. Theodore Roosevelt, No. 93, Millbury, fifteen 
members, by District Chief Aide Whitney, assisted by Brothers 
of Camp No. 25. 

July 5th. Isaac Damon, No. 122, Holden, twenty members, 
by Mustering Officer F. E. Warren, assisted by S. V. D.C. E. E. 
Hobson and Brothers of Camp No. 25. 

July 27th. Lambert B. Simmons, No. 123, East Douglass, 
twenty-six members, by P. C. Schofield. 

October 13st. Lincoln Camp, No. 39, North Adams, thirty- 
eight members, by Mustering Officer F. E. Warren, assisted by 
Brothers of Camp No. 97. 

December 17th. John A. Douglass, No. 33, Amesbury, 
twenty-two members, by Mustering Officer F. E. Warren, assisted 
by Chief Aide Wentworth and Brothers of Camp No. ro9. 

January 28, 1907. Maj. Allen Shepard, No. 64, Ashland, 
seventeen members, by Mustering Officer F. F. Warren, assisted 
by Com. W. O. Cutler. 

_ January 29. Col. Mason W. Tyler, No. 76, Amherst, thirty- 
nine members, by P. D. Com. E. H. Lynds. 


A total of ten Camps and 274 members. 


There are good prospects of Camps at Westboro, North Car- 
ver, where some work has been done, and with more work new 
Camps will be started. 

I would recommend that a sum of money, to be determined 
by the Convention, be appropriated for the use of the Mustering 
Officer for postage and other incidental expenses of his office. 

I wish at this time to extend my sincere thanks to all who 
have so kindly given me their assistance the past year, and to the 
Division Officers my deep appreciation for favors granted and of 
their valued friendship. To my successor I wish a prosperous 
year and the same cordial relations that have existed this year 
between the Division Officers. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 
F. E. WARREN, 
Special Mustering Officer. 
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Report of Division Chief Aide. 


JAMES H. WENTWORTH. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MassacHuSETTs Division, Sons OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Chief Aide. 


Newton HicHianps, Mass., January 10, 1907- 


GerorcE L. Bray, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother, — According to the usual 
custom the time has arrived, when as Chief Aide of the Massachu- 
setts Division, a report of my stewardship in that capacity should 
be fowarded. 

Upon assuming the duties of this office I did so with this 
thought in view, that of loyalty to my Commander and the Massa- 
chusetts Sons of Veterans. In consulting with the Commander it 
was thought best to appoint District Chief Aides for the several 
Districts in the State, and thereupon the following were appointed : 


DISTRICT. NAME. CAMP. 
INSISTS Geet oe + Lyman J. Floyd. 29) Ses 2 een 49) 
South Central + AL Ji Whitney, yp emis mess ment 2 
ape) = =. =. » + = «A. C. Beal ieee 
Western. . = 2 ~+.di.)S emerson) sure mn 


Boston, South 
North Western 


= Dr. Edwin) N= Batessa.wrcn siemens © 
+ Wilfred) H.\Gerlickiayy i-inr) 


North Central - Bo DeDurmer) enna ee nT 
East Central - B.S! Duttley 3) cease cen IememmEC) 
Merrimac . .. . . A. ~Ri Pickering) (ie) eee nnn .e 
Boston. < . «+ » - Georgeleluckeryaeyr- peer eC mnneSeT 


The Chief Aide thereupon called a special meeting of all the 
District Chief Aides at the Crawford House, Boston, Commander 
Penney and Secretary Bray being present. Dinner having been 
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served we settled down to business. Many valuable suggestions 
were made as to the best methods to adopt to bring about the 
best results. 

Working as we have along the lines thus suggested, I feel 
great good has been accomplished, especially among the weak and 
discouraged Camps, and great credit is due the District Chief Aides 
and their Aides. 

I am convinced that a great many Camps would not be alive 
to-day if it were not for the untiring efforts of these my associates. 
We have endeavored to assist Headquarters by writing to delin- 
quent Camps the necessity of forwarding their quarterly Teports 
on time, thus saving many Camps from suspension. , During the 
months of October and November, while the camp-fires were being 
lighted all over our State, Commander Penney did not forget the 
Chief Aide. Out of twenty Camps assigned, eighteen were visited, 
and many others not on his list, thus trying to give encourage- 
ment and good cheer. 

I feel there is still a chance for improvement in the Aide sys- 
tem, and trust that in the years to come this office may be of greater 
help and strength, 

And as I am about to retire from the position which I have 
had the honor to hold, I do so with the satisfaction of knowing 
that I have tried to do my duty. 

I wish at this time to thank the Brothers of the Massachu- 
setts Division for the many kindnesses shown me during my term 
of office, and to Commander Penney and the Division Officers for 
the help I have received from their hands; and I sincerely trust 
that the new year may bring to the Massachusetts Division, Sons 
of Veterans, a deeper sense of loyalty and devotion to the saviors 
of our country and the principles for which they made the sacrifice. 


Fraternally submitted in F., C. and L., 


James H. WENTWORTH, 
Division Chief Aide. 
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Report of Press Correspondent. 
W. A. STEVENS. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
MassacuusEtts Division, Sons oF VETERANS, U. S.A. 
Office of Press Correspondent. 


Arvincton Heicuts, Mass., February 7, 1907- 
GerorceE L. Bray, Division Secretary: 


Dear Str and Brother,— Soon after the election 
of Commander Penney of the old ‘‘ Bay State” Division, he 
tendered me the position of Press Correspondent. After some 
hesitancy I accepted, and now, as I am about to lay aside my 
burden of a year, I am glad I did accept, for it has made mea 
small part of his official family, and has brought me closely in 
touch with a very busy administration. 

My sole desire in serving him during the past year was to 
prove, what I have long felt, that the BANNER could be made an 
eagerly looked-for visitor every month. How well I may have 
succeeded, it is for the Brothers to say. 

It has been extremely difficult to get news from the Camps, 
notwithstanding the many appeals which have been made to 
them. Early in the year blanks were forwarded to every Camp, 
requesting them to makeup a new mailing list and forward same 
to me. To date thirty-one (31) Camps have failed to comply 
with this request, and it proves conclusively the appalling disre- 
gard to matters contained in Division Orders. 

I believe the paper has been made interesting during the 
past year, and could be made more so if every Camp would do 
its share. 

During the past year I have personally visited forty-three 
Camps, have written about 350 letters, and have given much of 
my time in the interest of our Order, and I firmly believe our 
paper has done much toward increasing the interest in our organ- 
ization and ought to be continued. Therefore, I recommend: 
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First: That the delegates to the 26th National Meeting of 
the Commandery-in-Chief be instructed to use their best efforts 
to bring about a renewal of the contract with the BANNER. 

Second: That the sum of ($10) ten dollars be appropri- 
ated for the office of Press Correspondent to reimburse said offi- 
cer for his outlay for postage and stationery. 

My sincere thanks are tendered Mr. J. Harry Hartley, of the 
Boston Globe, and Comrade A. K., Tisdale, of the Boston Cour- 
zer, for their uniform courtesy to me at all times. 

In conclusion, I wish also to extend my sincere thanks to 
Commander Penney and every Member of his Staff for many 
acts of courtesy and kindly assistance rendered me at all times. 


Sincerely yours in F., C. and L., 


W. A. STEVENS, 
Press Correspondent. 


Report of Division Patriotic Instructor. 
E, ROSCOE HAZEN, 


HYEADQUARTERS OF 
MassacuuseEtts Division, SONS OF VETERANS. 


Office of Patriotic Instructor. 


CAMBRIDGE, Mass., January 10, 1907. 


GeorGE L. Bray, Division Secretary: 


Dear Sir and Brother, —In compiling my report for 
the work done the past year by Camp Patriotic Instructors, I am, 
to a great extent, handicapped by lack of reports from them. 

At the last National Convention the office of Patriotic Instruc- 
tor was created throughout the Order. Rev. W. J. Patton was 
appointed National Patriotic Instructor. I have been in constant 
communication with him in regard to the work, and by the end of 
the year the work and reports will be outlined from National 
Headquarters. 

From what I have learned from different sources, the work of 
this office is encouraging, and trust that, next year, the Camps will 
puta little more attention into this very important duty. 

There is one subject which I wish very strongly to bring to 
your attention. In traveling about and talking with G. A. R. 
Veterans, it has been very strongly impressed upon my mind that 
after being in existence for twenty-five years we have not a build- 
ing in which we can preserve relics of the Civil War. One Veteran, 
who has four or five priceless relics, intends to give them to the 
Boston Historical Society. Why should we not ask for these, and 
others, and have a place to keep them and hand them down to 
generations to come? 

We can have a building and permanent Headquarters and 
not cost the Division any more than it does now. We are paying 
something like eight or nine hundred dollars a year for the BAN- 
NER, which is no return for the money, as I see, and I have received 
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mine every month. Now with that eight or nine hundred dollars 
banked for five years, the Division would be ready to start to build, 
and by the “Sale of Bricks” enough money could be realized to 
erect a building with fifteen or twenty thousand dollars. 

By this report do not think that I do not believe in an Offi- 
cial Organ, for I do, and am strongly in favor of one, but not by 
compulsion. 

I believe that Memorial University has a printing plant, and 
they could publish a paper and make it as attractive as they chose 
and enlarge upon it any time, make as much from the advertise- 
ments as they can. All those who subscribe a dollar or so to the 
College would receive the paper. 

On November 28, 1906, Commander Penney turned over the 
work of the Committee appointed to look after the interest of 
our College in this Division to the Patriotic Instructor. I think 
that it would be the proper movement for this Division to make 
to see that some such arrangement could be made when our con- 
tract with the BANNER expires. Massachusetts would be support- 
ing Memorial University and at the same time receive as much 
for their money as they now do in the BANNER. 

I could go into more detail on the subject but feel that I have 
almost gotten out of the bounds of the office, but not of the inter- 
est of the Order. 

I know that what is written in the foregoing lines will be a 
nee idea to some, and trust that the most will be made of it in the 

uture. 


Yours in F., C. and L., 


E. Roscoe Hazen, 
Division Patriotic Instructor. 
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PRESS REPRESENTATIVES ADMITTED. 


On motion by Past Division Commander William A. Stevens, 


seconded by Chief Aide Jai 


mes H. Wentworth, it was voted to 


admit the representatives of the press to the sessions of the 


Encampment. 


VISITING DELEGATION FROM S. OF V. AUXILIARY. 


Past Division Commanders William A. Stevens and Fred E. 
Bolton escorted two representatives from the Sons of Veterans’ 


Auxiliary into the hall, Brot 


ther (‘‘Doc”) Bates, of Weymouth, 


playing a march for the entry of this as well as of later visiting 
delegations. Miss Laura A. Earnest, Past Division President, 


extended the greetings of t 
stated that the Ladies wou 


he Auxiliary to the Encampment, and 
id continue to give their hearty sup- 


port in any work which we may do. In closing, Miss Earnest 


presented a handsome altar 


flag to the Division, with a beautiful 


bouquet of twenty-five red pinks in honor of our twenty-fifth 


anniversary. The altar flag 
Inspector Brock, in place o: 


was arranged on the altar by Division 
the one which had been borrowed 


earlier, amid the plaudits of the assembled Brothers. 

Past Division Commander Everett H. Lynds, having been 
called upon to respond to the greetings of the Auxiliary, said that 
no more fitting presentation could be made on our twenty-fifth 
anniversary, than this altar flag, and requested the ladies to take 
with them to their own society the grateful thanks of the Sons for 
the presentation. 


DIVISION BY-LAWS. 


Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton presented the 
following By-Laws, for the committee appointed at the last 
Encampment to draw up the same, and moved that the By-Laws 
be adopted. The motion was seconded and carried. 


BY-LAWS OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS DIVISION, SONS OF VETERANS, U.S. A. 


ARTICLE I.—THE Diviston. 


SEcTION 1. The Division shall be constituted as provided by the 
Constitution and Laws governing the Sons of Veterans, U.S. A., acting 
under the authority of its charter from the Commandery-in-Chief. 


ARTICLE IT.— MEETINGS. 


Section 1. The annual meeting of the Division shall be held at 
such time and place as may be determined by the majority vote of the 
next preceding meeting. 
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Sec. 2. In the event of any failure to fix the time and place of such 
succeeding meeting, the same may be determined by the majority vote 
of the members of the Division Council. 

SEc. 3. Special meetings for extraordinary cause may be convened 
by the Division Commander, with the consent of a majority of the 
Division Council; and shall be convened by the Division Commander 
upon the petition of the majority of the Camps approved by their mem- 
bers; frovided, that not less than thirty days’ notice shall be given in 
Division Orders in advance of such special meetings to all the Camps. 


ARTICLE IIJ].— OFFICERS. 


SECTION 1. The officers of the Division, elective and appointive, 
shall consist of those provided for by the Constitution and Laws. 


ARTICLE 1V.— Dormitory COMMISSION. 

SeEcTION 1. There shall be a commission to be known as the 
Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission —as created by the Division at 
its meeting in 1896— to consist of five members. 

_ SEC. 2. Said commission shall be organized each year by the selec- 
tion of a Chairman and a Secretary-Treasurer, by and from its own mem- 
bership. 

SEc. 3. Said commission shall have the supervision of the Sons of 
Veterans’ Dormitory in the Soldiers’ Home located at Chelsea, Mass., 
and the ey of all funds standing to the credit of the commission, 
which shall be deposited in a savings bank. 


. SEC. 4. The Secretary-Treasurer of said commission shall submit 
in writing and present at each Division meeting, a report, to be approved 
by a majority of the commission, setting forth in detail an itemized state- 
ment of all financial transactions and a record of the meetings of the 
commission, 

SEc, * One member of said commission to serve for a term of five 
years, shall be elected by the majority vote of each Division meeting. 


ARTICLE V,— CONFERENCE COMMITTEE. 

6 Sacintos 1, The Division Commander shall annually appoint a 
onference Committee of eleven members whose duty it shall be to con- 
€r with a like committee from the Grand Army of the Republic, and to 
consider and devise such plans as may be best calculated to foster and 
eee ae craternal relations between the two organizations, and to indi- 
s perce the Sons of Veterans may be of service to the parent body, 
along the lines of the principles and objects of the Order. 


oar ARTICLE VI,— ELECTIONS. 
vb FeECUON 1. The Division Commander, Senior and Junior Vice 
Wwision Commanders, shall annually be elected by a roll-call of the 


Camps, and a majority of all votes cast shall be necessary for a choice. 


(Sec. 3, Art. 13, C, & L) 
SEC. 2, The Division C i 
‘council (three members) and the Delegates 
and remit? to the Chine a aE shall be elected by a roll-call 
of the Camps, and the plurality of the votes cast shall determine the 
choice. (Sec. 3, Art. 13, C. & 19) 
Sec. 3. The Division may at any meetin; vided six ys’ 
yok is a ig, provided sixty days’ 
notice shall have been given nh the Craps of such intention through 
Division Orders, elect a Division Secretary, a Division Treasurer, or 
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both, or a Division Secretary-Treasurer, for a term of years, by a roll-call 
of the Camps and a majority of the votes cast, and may furthermore fix 
the location of the headquarters of the Division for a term of years. 
(Sec. 4, Art. 13, C. & L.) 

Sec. 4. The term of office of all elective officers shall be for one 
year, except where otherwise provided. (Sec. ro, Art. 13, C. & L.) 

SxEc. 5. No member shall be eligible to election for any office unless 
present at such meeting, and in good standing in his Camp. (Sec. 11, 
Art. 13, C. & L.) 1 


ARTICLE VII.— VACANCIES. 

Section 1. Any vacancy which may occur in the elective officers 
of the Division shall be filled temporarily by the next officer in rank, 
until a special election is held by the Division Council, except that 
delegate representation may be filled by the Division Commander, or in 
his absence at a Commandery meeting by the chairman of the delegation. 


ARTICLE VIII.— SALARIES, 

SECTION 1._ The amount of salary to be paid to the Division Secre- 
tary, Division Treasurer, or both, and all allowances for clerk hire at 
headquarters shall be fixed by vote at each Division meeting, provided, 
that in the event of the election of an officer or officers for a term of 
years, the salary and allowances may be fixed for the period covered by 
said election. 


ARTICLE IX.— Bonps. 

SecTion 1. The Division Commander shall furnish to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief a bond in the sum of not less than two thousand dollars, 
or such greater amount as may be fixed by the Division Council, and he 
shall be required to file the same within thirty days after his election. 

Src. 2. The Division Secretary and the Division Treasurer, or 
Division Secretary-Treasurer and the Secretary-Treasurer of the Dormi- 
tory Commission, shall furnish the Division Commander a bond in the 
sum to be fixed by the Division Council, and shall be required to file said 
bond within twenty days after appointment or election. 

SEc. 3. Such bond shall be provided by some acceptable Surety 
Company and shall be paid for out of the funds of the Division. 

Src. 4._ Bonded Officers shall be held liable on their bond for the - 
funds remaining in their possession until their successors have been 
properly installed, qualified, and have given bond and receipt for money 
and property. (Art. 1, Laws.) 


ARTICLE X.— Funps. 

SECTION 1. All moneys belonging to the Division shall be deposited 
in the name of Division of Massachusetts Sons of Veterans, U.S. A., 
and all checks drawn against said deposits shall be signed by the Treas- 
urer of said Division and countersigned by the Commander of said 
Division. 

ARTICLE XI.— CHARTER FEE. 

SEcTION 1. The Charter Fee to be paid by a new Camp is hereby 
fixed at twenty-five dollars, and shall be paid at the time the application 
for Charter is made. 

Sec. 2. Said fee shall cover the cost of the regulation Camp packet, 
and the expenses of the Mustering Officer. 
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ARTICLE XII.— FINANCES AND REPORTS, 

SECTION 1. Each Camp may fix the amount of its membership fee 
and annual dues, provided, however, that each Camp shall pay to the 
Division for each member mustered (except charter members) a fee of 
fifty cents, and for each member in good standing a yearly per capita 
tax of eighty cents. 


_.SEC. 2, Said fee and per capita tax shall be payable in four equal 
instalments, and shall be forwarded, together with the required quarterly 
reports, on the proper blanks, to Division Headquarters not later than the 
Sifth day of April, July, October and January. (Camps are not required 
to pay per capita tax on any member for the quarter in which he was 
mustered — the membership fee being payable at that time.) 

Sxc. 3. Any member of a Camp who is six months in arréars in the 
payment of his dues may be suspended by vote of the Camp, and when 
SO suspended and reported in the quarterly report, the Camp shall not be 
liable or subject to per capita tax on such member. Any member of a 
Camp who is one year in arrears in the payment of his dues may be 
dropped by vote of the Camp, and when so dropped it shall be so reported 
in the quarterly report. 

SEc. 4. Camps shall be required to pay all back per capita tax on 
members who shall become reinstated from suspended or dropped, and 
shall be required to report such reinstatement in the quarterly report. 


ARTICLE XIII. — INSPECTIONS. 

SECTION 1. There shall be an annual inspection of each Camp by 
an officer detailed for such duty by the Division Commander, and the 
uel expenses (hotel and travel) of such officer shall be paid by the 

p- 


ARTICLE XIV.— INSTALLATIONS. 

SECTION r. The officers-elect of each Camp shall be installed by an 
officer detailed for such duty by the Division Commander, at the first 
meeting in January of each year, or at an early subsequent regular or 
pesca meeting held for such purpose; and the actual expenses (hotel 
and travel) of such officer shall be paid by the Camp. Such installations 


may b A * i : ‘ : en rs 
Ore an eae Publicly, if desired, or in conjunction with any of the allied 


€ ARTICLE XV.— AUTHORIZED EXPENDITURES. 
res ae 1, The Division Commander shall be entitled to be paid 
Aataliee S pels of the Division the actual amount of his expenses (hotel 
Bi Fae ) incurred in visitations to the several Camps, and in attendance 
Sees the Commandery-in-Chief. 
- 2. The Division Council shall have the power to appropriate 
from the funds of the Division the amount or sum to be paid each Dele- 


eo expenses in attendance at the meetings of the Commandery-in- 


ee The Division Council may annually appropriate from the 
a € Division a sum sufficient to procure the Silver Cross of the 


Order, and conf 4 vis 
eet er 
Division Come same at the annual meeting, upon the retiring 


Src ARTICLE XVI.— AMENDMENTS. 
tuitae Goieoe i These By-Laws may be altered or amended by a two- 
. € of the delegates present and voting at any Division meeting, 
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Pinecone 


a, a 


provided, that at least sixty days’ notice of any intention to so alter or 
amend shall have been published in Division orders and promulgated to 
the Camps. 
Src. 2. These By-Laws shall take effect upon adoption and the 
approval of the Commander-in-Chief. 
FRED E. BOLTON, 
GEORGE E. HUNT, 
S. A. PICKERING, 
GUY A. HAM, 
MAURICE A. LEVY, 
Committee on By-Laws. 


HEADQUARTERS COMMANDERY-IN-CHIEF, S.V. U.S.A., 
ALTOONA, Pa., April 13, 7907. 
The above and foregoing By-Laws of the Division of Massachusetts, 
S.V., U.S.A., are approved. 
EDWIN M. AMIES, Commander-in-Chief. 


Attest: 
H. H. Hammer, Wational Secretary. 


REPORT ON CREDENTIALS. 


Division Secretary Bray, for the Committee on Credentials, 
reported as follows : — 


TOTAL NUMBER CREDENTIALS 

OFFICIAL TITLES. ENTITLED TO SEATS. PRESENTED. 
Past Commanders-in-Chief, 3) ° 
Past Division Commanders, 17 1 
Present Camp Commanders, 127 26 
Past Camp Commanders, 744 8r 
Delegates, 216 60 
Alternates, ae 14 
ToraL, 1107 182 


GREETINGS FROM NEW YORK DIVISION, 

Frank K. Maples, Commander of the New York Division, 
was introduced, and complimented the Encampment on its swift- 
ness of procedure. He also spoke pleasantly of the cordial rela- 
tions which existed between the New York Division and the 
Massachusetts Division. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS, 


Past Division Commander Fred E, Warner reported for the 
Committee on Officers’ Reports as follows : — 
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On Recommendation No. 1 of the Division Commander, 
“that each year, commencing with 1907, subject to the discretion 
of the Council as to the sum, this Division lay aside a sum of 
money toward a fund for the benefit of the Massachusetts Depart- 
ment, G. A. R.’”’— the Committee recommended that the sum of 
fifty dollars be appropriated for this purpose, and recommended 
“ought to pass” with the insertion of this amount. The recom- 
mendation was adopted. 

The Committee reported “ought to pass” on Recommenda- 
tion No, 2, “that a Conference Committee be appointed by 
the incoming Commander to confer with one from the G. A. R., 
number to be decided upon by both Commanders ;” but as this 
matter had been provided for in the By-Laws, no further action 
was taken. 

Action on Recommendation No. 3, “that the interests of 
the Memorial University in this State be continued in the hands 
of _the Patriotic Instructor,’ was laid on the table pending 
action on Recommendation No. 6, “that the office of Patriotic 
Instructor be continued, and that every Camp not having done 
so this year, appoint one, and report same to the Division 
Patriotic Instructor.” The Recommendation No. 6, “ought to 
pass,” was adopted. « Ought to pass”? was the Recommendation 
on No. 3, which was also adopted. 

“Ought to pass” was the report on Recommendation No. 
4, “ that a delegation from this Division to Dayton, 1907, put in a 
Tesolution calling for a change in the title of Sergeant Major to 
Headquarters Clerk, or some other one fit for his position,” and 
this recommendation was also adopted. 

Recommendation No. 5, “that the office of Press Corres- 
pondent of this Division be continued,” was adopted. 

_ Ought to pass” was the Committee’s report on Recommen- 
dation No, 7, “that the Faneuil Hall meeting idea be carried 
out this year, and that a similar meeting be held, at the same 
ae as decided upon for Boston, in Springfield, for the accommo- 
Saceee Our western Brothers ;” and this recommendation was 

ihe Committee was granted further time to consider Recom- 
Tehea"Geetnns 8, “that permanent Headquarters be estab- 
eesti Convention, in the City of Boston ; that a Secretary- 

4 e elected for a term of five years ; that the salary be 
decided by the Convention.” 


“ 
Ought to pass ” was the Committee’s report on Recommen- 


dation No. 9, “that a Committee of five be appointed by the 
incoming Commander to consider the subject of a memorial to the 
Noble Women 


in Massachusetts in 61-65, to be erected in the 
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City of Boston, said Committee to report at the next Division 
Encampment,” and this was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 10, “that the Aide System be con- 
tinued another year,”’ was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 11, “ that our Delegates to the Twenty- 
sixth National Encampment be instructed to work and vote for 
a discontinuance with the Banner, and, if defeated, to seek for 
a reduction in the tax for the same,” was laid on the table as 
a special order to be taken up at eleven o’clock, Wednesday 
morning, February 20. 

Recommendation No. 12, “that the salaries of the Secre- 
tary and Treasurer ($125.00 per year each) remain as heretofore,” 
was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 13, “that the Chairman of the Dormi- 
tory Committee of Soldiers’ Home and the Chairman of the Division 
Council, confer and decide upon the the needs of former, and 
authority be given to expend a sum not over one hundred dollars,” 
was read. ‘The Committee’s report was, ‘‘that the recommenda- 
tion be referred to the Dormitory Commission and the incoming 
Commander, with full power to act,’’ and this was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 14, “that the next annual State 
Encampment be held at the same time and in the same city with 
the Massachusetts Department, G. A. R.,” was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 15, “that the Division Council, in 
consultation with the Mustering Officer and Chief Aide, fix the 
amount allowed these two Departments of work,” was read, and 
the recommendation of the Committee, “that this recommenda- 
tion be referred to the incoming Division Commander with full 
powers,” was adopted. 


PAST COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF WILLIAM G. DUSTIN. 


Past Commander-in-Chief William G. Dustin, of Dwight, Ill, 
at this juncture of the proceedings entered the Encampment hall, 
and was escorted to a seat on the platform amid applause. 


DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS DELEGATION. 


Junior Vice Division Commander Frank E. Howard, Chap- 
lain D. F. Lyman and Patriotic Instructor E. Roscoe Hazen were 
appointed to escort the following three visitors from the Daughters 
of Veterans:—Miss Catherine A. Flood, Miss Nina Littlefield, 
and Miss M. Althea Field. Miss Flood, National Inspector of the 
Daughters of Veterans, voiced the sentiments of the Daughters, 
saying, ‘We love our Fathers, we love our Mothers, and we love 
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our Brothers, too. We have come to you this afternoon to bring 
to you the greetings of the Massachusetts Department of the 
Daughters of Veterans, and, secondly, to bring you the greetings 


of the National Department of the Daughters of Veterans. We- 


are working for the same cause that you are, and in sympathy 
with you. Wehave a grand and noble work before us, and we 
want to do the best we can. Without union and sympathy one 
with the the other, we cannot do it. We wish you God-speed in 
your work, and may you have a successful and harmonious 
convention.”’ 

Rey. W. Dudley Ferrell, of Brockton, made a felicitous 
response for the Encampment, laying emphasis on the inspiration 
that comes to men by the inspiration and companionship of good 
and true women. “We stand in the limelight because we are the 
active members of the society, but behind us are the ladies; and to 
them we look for our inspiration. We thank you for your kindly 
greetings, and wish you to return to your organization our best 
wishes for success and prosperity.” 


RECOMMENDATIONS RESUMED. 


Recommendation No. 16 of the Division Commander “ for a 
continuation of the Soldiers’ Home Memorial Service the coming 
year, and that a Committee be appointed with power to arrange 
for the same,” was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 17 for a continuance of the observance 
of decorating the statue of Lincoln, in Boston, February 12, 1908,” 
was adopted. 

Recommendation No. 18, “that the incoming Division Com- 
mander be instructed to install the card system in Division Work, 
and, with the advice of the Division Council, he be authorized to 
expend such sum as shall be necessary to carry the same into 
effect,” was read. The Committee thought that the expense 
would be greater than the Division could afford at present, and 
tecommended that the proposed action be made to apply only to 
the descriptive book containing the names of all Members of the 
Division. Upon motion by Past Division Commander Leonard 
C. Couch, seconded by Division Treasurer Henrie J. Perry, the 
recommendation of the Committee was adopted. 

“ih The recommendation of Division Inspector F. H. Brock, 

that, whenever a new Camp is mustered during the coming year, 
the Division Commander be authorized to appoint a competent 
Brother as Instructor for that Camp . . . . one-half of his neces- 
sary traveling expenses to be paid by the Division, and the other 
half by the Camp receiving the instruction,” was adopted, and 
referred to the incoming Division Commander with power to act. 
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The recommendation of Special Mustering Officer Frank E. 
Warren, “that a sum of money, to be determined by the Con- 
vention, be appropriated for the use of the Mustering Officer for 
postage and other incidental expenses of his office” was referred 
to the incoming Division Commander with power to act. 

Recommendation No. x of the Press Correspondent, William 
A. Stevens, “that the delegates to the Twenty-sixth National 
Meeting of the Commandery-in-Chief be instructed to use their 
best efforts to bring about a renewal of the contract with the 
Banner,” was considered as taken care of by recommendation 
No. 11 of the Division Commander, which was laid on the table 
for consideration at eleven o’clock Wednesday morning. 

Press Correspondent’s recommendation No. 2, “that the sum 
of ten dollars ($10) be appropriated for the office of Press Cor- 
respondent, to reimburse said officer for his outlay for postage 
and stationery,” was referred to the incoming Division Com- 
mander with full power. 


ARMY NURSES’ DELEGATION. 


Division Counsellor William M. Brigham, Past Division Com- 
mander Leonard C. Couch and Past Division Commander Orange 
H. Cook were appointed to escort the following venerable repre- 
sentatives of the Army Nurses’ Association to the platform: — 
Mrs. Fannie T. Hazen, Mrs. Hamilton and Mrs. Smith. Mrs. 
Hazen, who has been an annual welcome visitor to our Encamp- 
ments, was warmly received as she arose to address the Encamp- 
ment. She said, “I bring to you the heartfelt greetings of the 
Army Nurses, not only of Massachusetts, but scattered throughout 
our Union. Let it be said of the Sons of Veterans, that they cannot 
be found in the ranks of grafters and dishonest men. Your 
numbers are growing, and in the years to come (perhaps ten years 
from now) your ranks will increase more rapidly than now. Do 
your best, boys, and, if you do, you will certainly make your mark 
and become more and more an organization that will be respected 
next to the respect that has been given to your fathers.” 

Rev. W. F. Wilson of the new Amesbury Camp, responded 
to the Army Nurse greetings, saying :—‘ We have heard from our 
fathers of your ministrations in their days, and we have thought 
of you, and of those you represent, with reverence and love. We 
remember their sorrows and the pain that you assuaged, the suffer- 
ing that you soothed, and not only the professional ministrations 
which you sisters rendered, but also the kind deeds which you 
performed — now a letter written home for some one who was 
prostrated, now some little article received from a dying man or 
boy, to be given to the father or mother or wife at home, and now 
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a prayer offered by the bedside ; we have listened with reverence 
to these stories. We are pleased, this afternoon, and glad, as 
well, to receive greetings from these representatives. We bid you 
God-speed in your work, and we pray God that you may have a 
great measure, in your own lives, of the peace such as you helped 
to bring to our fathers.” 


BROTHER BATES TENDERS ORCHESTRA. 


Brother Bates, of Weymouth, kindly offered the services of 
the Orchestra, which did such acceptable service at the Faneuil 
Hall Rally on October rith, of last year, saying: ‘I wish to 
offer their services for this year in Faneuil Hall, and as many of 
these Grand Army men as can get away and go to Springfield, 
will do so.” On motion by Past Division Commander Fred E. 
Bolton, it was voted that this Encampment extend to the Orchestra, 
through Dr. Bates, the thanks of the Division for their services last 
year. The motion was seconded by Division Treasurer Henrie J. 
Perry, and adopted. 

At 4.40 P.M., the Encampment adjourned until 9.30 Wednes- 
day morning, February 20. 
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1907. 


Morning Session. 


After the formal opening at 9.30 o'clock, by Division Com- 
mander Walter Penney, the roll of officers was called by Division 
Secretary Bray, and responses were made by the following: — 


Division Commander,. ....... - . Walter Penney. 
Senior Vice Division Commander, . . . . . Ernest E. Hobson. 
Junior Vice Division Commander, . . . . . Frank E. Howard. 
Division Chaplain, . +... . . . . Rev. L, F. Lyman: 
ision Secretary, .......... . . George L, Bray. 
Division Treasurer, . ....... .. . . Henrie J. Perry. 
Division Counsellor, . po G6 - William M. Brigham. 
Special Mustering Officer, . ...... . Frank E. Warren. 
G@hief Aide, . 2... -.. - . James H. Wentworth. 
Patriotic Instructor, x . E. Roscoe Hazen. 


GREETINGS BY DIVISION COMMANDER OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


A. J. Boutwell, Commander of the New Hampshire Division, 
was introduced and extended the greetings of the New Hampshire 
Division. He stated that the relations between Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire had been very pleasant during the past 
year. 


SECOND REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


Past Commanders-in-Chief,. .........4.... r 


Past Division Commanders, .........4.... «150 
Present Camp Commanders, ..........4... 40 
Past Camp Commanders,. ............2.~,. 127 
Delegates; 6. 0.0. 4s | 87/5) (=, 
Alternates,. . - 2 / ee 5 ee ee ee ee ww. 19 
Totaly. - 2) 5 Fs 1 > a es 
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GREETINGS FROM MAINE’S PAST DIVISION COMMANDER. 


Arthur M. Soule, Maine’s Past Division Commander, extend- 
ed the greetings of the Maine Division, and said that he had noted 
with pleasure the progress that the Massachusetts Division had 
made during the past year under the able leadership of Division 
Commander Penney. “I am sure that the Old Bay State will 
continue to grow until it shall become indeed the largest Division 
of our noble organization.” 


GRAND ARMY DELEGATION. 


Comrades S. F. Keyes, J. W. Bean and G. C. Fiske, conveyed 
the greetings of the Massachusetts Department of the Grand 
Army of the Republic. Comrade Keyes said it was a special 
pleasure to bring the greetings of the over 16,000 Grand Army 
men of the State of Massachusetts. ‘‘Let me impress upon you 
the thought that you have come to stay; you have come to take 
the place of the Grand Army. We are passing from the field very, 
very rapidly, at the rate of one every ten minutes. Ina few years 
there will be none of us left to do the work that we have been 
doing. We saved that old flag by the bullet. After the war 
was over, then we helped to preserve it, thus far with your help, 
by the ballot; and I want to impress upon your minds that your 
duty is to protect this country by the ballot, by an educated ballot, 
and I mean by that this: that you each one of you shall upon all 
of the important questions now before our country, study those 
questions and go to the ballot box on every election day and vote; 
0 to the primaries; and our country is safe if you will do that. 
You have in this Commonwealth over one hundred thousand 
eligible Sons of Veterans, and these give you an influence which 
will keep things straight. May God bless you all. We trust, as 
old Veterans, that you never will be called upon, as we were, to 
use the bullet against your brother or any foreign foe, but we all 
know this, that if you are called upon to do it, you will stand in 
the front rank against the enemy as your fathers stood in the 
front rank before you.” 

Major J. W. Bean, of Brockton, followed Comrade Keyes, 
assuring the Encampment that the honor of bringing the greetings 
of the Grand Army of the Republic to the Sons of Veterans was 
one of the pleasantest duties he had ever been called upon to per- 
form. “T not only bring you the greetings of the Grand Army, 
but also their congratulations on the splendid condition of your 
great organization, and not only that, but to congratulate you on 
the great possibilities that you have before you. Our organiza- 
tion is grand and unique—the grandest in the world; but that 


66 


organization, having nothing to recruit from, will soon pass away. 
In a few years, at most, we shall all have answered the last roll-call ; 
but your possibilities are unlimited. I have one son of a Veteran 
myself, and that Son of a Veteran has six boys, thank God (ap- 
plause); and they are all chips of the old block! Go on, and, in 
the days to come, stand by that old flag, because, in the first 
place, it is your fathers’ flag, and in the second place, it is your 
flag. It is the flag under which brave men and loyal women lived, 
and brave and gallant men have died. It is the banner to which 
the down-trodden and oppressed millions all over this world are 
eagerly looking to-day for help, for succor and for relief from 
tyranny and oppression. So stand by it, stand by it, boys. What- 
ever comes up, stand with the boys who stood beneath the old 
flag.” 

i Comrade G. C. Fiske, of Ashland, the third member of the 
Grand Army delegation, said that he supposed that he had been 
put onto the tail end of the delegation to steer it. He said that 
he had just been through the fiery ordeal of organizing a Camp of 
the Sons of Veterans in his own town for the third time. The 
boys of that Camp are thoroughly in earnest and mean business. 
I cannot say, like the last speaker, that I represent seven Sons of 
Veterans, but I have two boys in that Camp, and one of them is 
Commander of the Camp. The Lord only knows how many 
Sons they will represent in time. God speed you in your work. 
Remember and protect the old flag and that which it represents. 
See to it that the Sons of Veterans have come to stay and grow 
in Massachusetts. 


RESPONSE BY SENIOR VICE-COMMANDER E, E, HOBSON, 


In behalf of the Massachusetts Division, I thank you, Com- 
rades, and through you the Department of Massachusetts Grand 
Army of the Republic, for your kindly greetings so graciously ex- 
tended. Your presence here to-day, in your uniform of blue, 
which we have known and loved since our childhood — that 
uniform which is more beautiful than that which clothes the 
nobility of any nation — your presence here to-day with the firm 
step and erect carriage, though the snows of many winters are 
whitening your locks — honors your organization and honors our 
Encampment (applause). As we are assembled in our respective 
Conventions, keen recollections recur to your minds. History 
never forgotten, stories from our fathers’ lips recall to ours the 
stirring events of 1861-1865. They pass before our minds as a 
panorama — the bombardment of Sumter, the secession of the se- 
ceding States, the uprising of the North, the march of tramping feet 
through every village and hamlet, great battles, disastrous defeats, 
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glorious victories, the patriotism of the people, woman’s work of 
love and mercy, the liberation of the slaves, the breaking up of 
the Confederacy, the assassination of Lincoln, the capture of 
Davis, the return of the victorious armies, the grand review in 
Washington, and the peaceful, glorious disbandment! Comrades, 
you and our fathers enacted a most glorious part in that great drama. 
You redeemed a people from slavery, you vindicated the country’s 
honor, you taught to the wondering nations of the world that the 
strongest government rests, not on the few, not on wealth and 
property, never on injustice, but on the people, on obligation to 
God and man (applause). Great, Comrades and Brothers, was 
the cost, generous the outpouring of blood, magnificent the 
patriotism, sacrifice, endurance, faith and hope. Comrades, you 
did your work, not for an hour, a day or a year, but for time and 
eternity ; not for glory or for ambition, but for the sake of Christian- 
ity and civilization. As shoulder to shoulder in the armies of the 
Union you fought for your country in time of war, so shoulder to 
shoulder as members of the Grand Army of the Republic, you 
have lived for her in peace, ever standing for truth and justice. 
We are your sons, Our organization, as you have said, is next to 
yours. Our principles and objects are identical with yours, and 
before many years have passed circumstances will compel you 
to commit the work to our care to perpetuate and maintain 
the principles for which you fought, to teach the lessons of 
patriotism and truthful history to the rising generations. Speak- 
ing for this Division and the Order at large, I assure you, Com- 
rades, that we are willing to accept these trusts, and I pledge you 
that when the last survivor of the great War of the Rebellion shall 
have stacked his arms on this side of the river and gone across 
to join his comrades on the parade ground of heaven, your work 
will go on, that the Sons of Veterans, proud of their heritage, will 
be faithful to their duty, will preserve untarnished your memory, 
and on each succeeding Memorial Day when spring-time is out in 
all its living glory, we will gather in the silent camping grounds 
of the dead and reverently garland your graves with the choicest 
and most fragrant emblems Gf God’s love, and there plant the flag 


you saved from dishonor, the emblem of the world’s best hopes 
(applause and cheers), 


68 


IN MEMORIAM 
PAST DIVISION COMMANDER EDWARD H, LOUNSBURY. 


Eutocy sy Past Division COMMANDER 
FRED. E. BOLTON. 


Mr. Commander and Brothers: This, as you can understand, 
is no duty of a pleasant character for me, and what I shall say 
to you will not be in the nature of a prepared address. I shall 
rather speak as the mind indicates, for a few brief moments, of 
one whom you knew and whom I knew, and whom to know was 
to love. One brief year ago he was with us at our Encampment, 
as was his custom. ‘T'wo months ago he passed from this life. 

Brother Lounsbury naturally was the sort of Son of a Veteran 
who would receive recognition at your hands. His father was a 
Patriot and, as a young man answering the call of Lincoln, went 
forth from his home in Cambridge, his services being tendered, 
with those of others of his Company, in the Massachusetts quota. 
The quota of Massachusetts being full at that time, the services 
of that Company were tendered to the great State of New York 
and were accepted by that State, and so he served, a Massachu- 
setts soldier, in a New York regiment. After three years of hard 
service he returned to his home bearing the deep scars of the 
strife, but wearing on his shoulders the “eagles” as Colonel of his 
Regiment, won by bravery in action, by the valiant soldiership 
that characterized the man. It was, therefore, natural that his 
son should become a member of this organization and a loyal 
member of it. I knew him intimately, and while, as I have said, 
I did not feel like making any preparation or running into any 
extended eulogium of his character, because you knew him $0 
well, I want to say that his early education was acquired by that 
determination of character that considered no sacrifice too hard 
for him to make that he might develop the splendid brain which 
he possessed ; and so through the school grades he worked until 
he was able to put himself through college. I understand that he 
walked back and forth from his home to the college at Cambridge 
daily, a distance of some six or eight miles, making sacrifices 
which his fellow students little understood, because his father was 
not in a position, because of the services which I have already 
alluded to, to give him the advantages which sons of other men 
-who attend that great University often enjoy. 
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Graduating from the University, he became a school teacher 
in the City of Woburn, where he made his home during the 
greater part of his life, and there to-day is recalled the record of 
his ability, his good judgment and of his capacity as a teacher. 
During that period he further desired to cultivate his mind and 
train himself for his profession in after life, that of the law. He 
graduated from the Harvard Law School in the course of time, 
and shortly afterward became identified with the civic life of the 
City of Woburn. He was a city official there for a number of 
years, having particularly to do with the department of City Clerk ; 
and we are told that the books and system of accounts which he 
inaugurated stand as models of perfection and accuracy and are 
shown with pride to all who visit that department. 

‘As a Son of a Veteran, he was one of the organizers and the 
first Commander of Charles Bowers Winn Camp, No, 66, of 
Woburn, and then commenced the pleasant, social intercourse 
which it was my privilege to have with him, meeting him first at 
the Encampment in Pittsfield. His work in his Camp is _well- 
known. The Camp was then, and still is, one of the best Camps 
in this Division. He was recognized later on in the Division 
affairs, by appointment as Judge Advocate. He was later elected 
a Delegate to the National Encampment, andin rgo1 you honored 
him by unanimously electing him Division Commander. All of you 
know something of the work which he performed, highly credit- 
able and wholly for the good of the Division. 

Brother Lounsbury was a kindly fellow and possessed a 
lovable character. His ability has been demonstrated, not only 
in his profession, but in other lines of activity. You and I who 
knew him, as I have said before, knew him but to love him, and 

we can but regret his loss. His intellect was that of a giant. He 
was a scholar, and oftentimes I have talked with him and received 
from him the benefit of his instruction and his knowledge from the 
field of thought and the wide range of reading from which he had 
acquired his knowledge. I want briefly to conclude, not to attempt 
to eulogize, but to do as I think he would want me to do, simply 
say he wasa good fellow, a good Son of a Veteran, a loyal citizen. 
of this Commonwealth; that he revered and respected the memory 
of his father, of your father and my father. I have one little matter 
of originality with him. On an occasion when I officiated as 
toastmaster in a certain military organization with which I am 
connected, I desired to have the toasts set forth in rhyme. I gave 
Brother Lounsbury some idea of what I wanted. This seems to 
show something of his character and of his appreciation of the 
Veteran. It was presented at that time before many Veterans 
and was received by them with approbation. It was to the Grand. 
Army of the Republic, and reads :— 
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“THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC!” 


“ The thin blue line is crumbling 
*Fore the foe that conquers all, 
One by one the war-scarred heroes 
Answer not at morning call. 


“ Yet their spirits still are marching 
In the land of deathless light; 
Aye, they gladly offered life to keep 
Our country’s standard bright. 


“ Their Comrades still remaining, 
Steadfast still without a fear, 
Stand with all their old-time courage 
And grimly guard the rear.” 


My Brothers, that sentiment indicates his spirit as a Son of a 
Veteran. I ask you in respect to his memory, and also to the 
memories of our other brothers who have departed from this life 
since our last Encampment, for one brief moment to stand with 
bowed heads in silent tribute. 


After “taps”? on the bugle by Brother Edward F. Tracy, 
« Nearer, My God, to Thee,” was softly played on the piano by 
Brother Bates, and the impressive ceremony was complete. 


VISIT FROM THE LADIES OF THE G. A. R. 


A delegation, consisting of Mrs. Ida Priest, Mrs. Anna S. 
Robey and Mrs. Eva Bates, was warmly received, and each of the 
ladies brought words of encouragement and good cheer. 

Past Division Commander Fred E, Warner, in responding to 
the kindly sentiments of the ladies, said: ‘If our fathers were 
loyal at the front, enduring privations and hardships, did not our 
mothers endure as much, yea, more than our fathers? The 
women’s part was to stay at home, filled with anxiety. The loyal 
women of the North, God bless them!” - 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FRATERNAL GREETINGS. 


Past Division Commander Everett H. Lynds reported that 
the Committee on Fraternal Greetings had completed its labors 
and received cordial welcome in each of the allied organizations 
to which visits had been made. 


REPORT OF DIVISION COUNCIL. 


Past Division Commander Everett H. Lynds read the follow- 
ing annual report of the Division Council, which was accepted on 
motion by Brother Wyckoff, of Camp 106, seconded by Past 
Commander Rummill, of Camp 52 :— 


Boston, Mass., Lebruary 20, 1907. 
WALTER PENNEY, Commander : 


The Division Council herein submit the report of their doings 
for the year ending February 20, 1907: 


Boston, Mass., /ebruary, 906. 


Meeting of the Council at close of meeting of officers of 
Division held at Quincy House, February, 1906: 

Voted, that the Treasurer be empowered to purchase two roll- 
top desks for use at Headquarters. 

Voted, that the Treasurer purchase one glass pendant sign 
for use at Headquarters. 7 
‘Lynn, Mass., Judy 14, 1906. 

Meeting of Division Council held at Division Headquarters. 
All members present. Records, accounts and vouchers carefully 
audited and found correct. 

Voted, that each Delegate be allowed fifteen dollars toward 
expenses to National Encampment, and that the Commander be 
allowed actual expenses to same. 


Lynn, Mass., Zebruany 19, £907. 

Meeting of Council held at Division Headquarters. All 
members present. Accounts, records and vouchers carefully 
checked and audited and found correct, vouchers being shown for 
all transactions, Balance, $784.60. 
i" Voted, that Secretary purchase Past Division Commander 
silver cross for retiring Commander Walter Penney. 

We commend the untiring and unceasing efforts of officers at 
Headquarters to do work properly and promptly. 


Respectfully submitted in F., C. and L., 


Everett H. Lynps, 
Hosmer F. Ke 
Wituiam O. Cu" 


_ 
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ACTION ON THE BANNER. 


At eleven o’clock the matter concerning the official organ, the 
BANNER, was taken from the table in accordance with the vote of 
the day before, the committee on officers’ reports reporting “ought 
to pass” on Division Commander Penney’s Recommendation No. 
11, “that our Delegates to the Twenty-sixth National Encamp- 
ment be instructed to work and vote for a discontinuance with the 
BANNER and, if defeated, to seek for a reduction in the tax for 
the same.”’ Division Commander Warner moved that the report 
of the Committee be adopted, seconded by Brother Kimball, of 
Camp 129. Animated debate ensued upon this question, participated 
in by Brothers Bolton, Warner, Couch, Kimball, Levy, of Camp 
28; Gleason, Stevens, C. B. Allen and J. H. Hinckley. The pre- 
vious question was finally ordered by a vote of 126 yeas to 31 
nays, which put an end to the discussion. Brother Hannon 
demanded a roll-call on the main question which was immediately - 
taken, Brothers Sherwin L. Cook and Gleason being the tellers. 
The result of the roll-call by Camps on the adoption of the Com- 
mittee’s report was as follows :— yeas 186, nays 72, and the vote 
was so declared. 


WOMEN’S RELIEF CORPS VISITORS. 


Mrs. Elizabeth S. Hayward, Department Chaplain, and Mrs. 
Mary A. Beal, Department Inspector, were escorted to the plat- 
form by Brothers Hobson and Wentworth, and conveyed the 
greetings of the Women’s Relief Corps. Mrs. Hayward said 
“You are our sons, and well do we appreciate it. As we looked 
into your Encampment this morning from the outside, my mind 
went back to the time when the boys went off to the war. It was 
my pleasure to be in the war with my husband, and when I look 
back to those days it seems like a dream, or something I have read 
in a book, instead of being out there in those stirring scenes. I 
visited the hospitals, wrote letters, and, among other things, car- 
ried twelve hundred dollars for ten days when our regiment was 
sent down to Cumberland as reinforcements. The mantle is 
falling on your shoulders ; as the years come and go it will rest 
more heavily than it does at the present time. I trust that as the 
years come and go prosperity will come to your homes and your 
hearts, for we shall all, sooner or later, be mustered out, for the 
door is left just ajar for you and for me.” 

Mrs. Beal spoke of the help the Camps are to the various 
Relief Corps. “I wish to extend my personal greetings to you 
on your twenty-fifth anniversary, and may you all live to cele- 
brate the fiftieth anniversary of the organization of the Sons of 
Veterans.” 
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Brother Guy A. Ham, being detailed to respond to the greet- 
ings of the ladies, spoke of the heroic part which woman has 
played in history. “As I listened, last night, to the quartette as 
they sang ‘Tenting on the Old Camp Ground,’ and they came to 
those lines, 

“Many are the hearts that are weary to-night, 
Tenting on the old camp ground,” 

involuntarily my mind went to those women, during the days of 
the Civil War, who endured that anxiety that far exceeds in anguish 
the actual experience of facing the danger itself. God alone 
knows the weariness of those hearts caused by that cruel war, a 
weariness that time has not obliterated ; and therefore, ladies of 
the Relief Corps, as you return to your organization, we ask you 
to take back to that beloved and fraternal organization our love, 
the love not planted in our hearts by any attribute of man, but 
the love planted in our hearts by the great Creator Himself.” 


DEBATERS LIMITED TO THREE MINUTES EACH. 


__, On motion by Brother Howard, of Camp 3, it was voted to 
limit debaters to three minutes each. 


RECOMMENDATIONS RESUMED. 

The recommendation of Division Secretary Bray, ‘‘ that Camps 
send in to Division Headquarters the names of two Brothers as 
installing officers, and that all correspondence relative thereto be 
conducted by the Division Secretary,” was read by Division Com- 
mander Warner, as Chairman of the Committee on Officers’ Re- 
Pie being an additional recommendation to those contained 
A officers’ reports as printed. ‘The Committee reported that 

is recommendation should be referred to the Division Com- 
mander for promulgation in Division Orders, and the report was 
adopted. 

Recommendation Number 8 of the Division Commander, ‘that 
permanent Headquarters be established, etc.,” was again read, 
and the report of the Committee was, that the recommendation be 
referred to the incoming Division Council, with instructions to 
devise ways and means, and report at the next Encampment. On 
motion by Past Captain Kelly, of Camp 96, seconded by Past 
Commander Gerrish, of the same Camp, the report of the Com- 
mittee was adopted. 


COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF EDWIN R. AMIES SPEAKS. 


Commander-in-Chief Amies was enthusiastically greeted, and 
complimented the Division and Division Commander Penney on 
the splendid work they had done during the year. 
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OFFICERS’ REPORTS ADOPTED. 


On motion by Past Division Commander Warner, it was 
voted to adopt the report of the Committee on Officers’ Reports 
as a whole. ‘The motion was seconded by Chief-Aide Wentworth. 

At 12.53 o’clock, the Encampment adjourned until 2 o'clock 
in the afternoon. 


Wednesday Afternoon Session. 


The afternoon session was opened promptly at 2 o'clock, the 
following Division Officers answering to their names at roll call: 
Division Commander,. . . . +--+ = . Walter Penney. 
Senior Vice Division Commander, . Ernest E. Hobson. 
Division Council Member, Everett H. Lynds. 
Division Secretary, . ... +... +--+ George L. Bray. 
Division Treasurer, . Henrie J. Perry. 
Sergeant Major, F. C. Deming. 
Division Inspector, . . F, H. Brock. 
Patriotic Instructor, E. Roscoe Hazen. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 
Brother Guy A. Ham, Chairman of the Committee on Reso- 


lutions, reported that the following resolution ‘ought to pass,” 
and same was adopted : 

“ Resolved, That the incoming Division Commander and 
Division Council confer with the proper officers of the G. A. RS 
W. R.C., S. of V. Auxiliary, D. of V. ‘and Ladies of the G. ALR, 
to see if arrangements can be made to hold their respective annual 
encampments Feb. 21 and 22, 1908. 


F. H. Brock, Division Inspector.” 


« Leave to withdraw” was given on the following resolution : 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
J. C. WeLtincton Camp 14, S. V., U.S.A. 
Friday, Dec. 7, 1906. 

Resolved, That the Division Encampment be held on the 
22d day of February, in each year, beginning with the year 1908, 
and that on that day the election of Division officers and other 
necessary business shall be held and transacted. 

Resolved, That the Delegate from this Camp shall present 
these resolutions to the Committee on Resolutions of the Twenty- 
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fifth Encampment, to be held at Boston on Feb. 19 and 20, 1907, 
and shall do all in his power to have these resolutions acted upon 
by the delegates to said Encampment.” 


“Ought of to pass’ was the committee’s report on the two 
following resolutions, and the report was adopted : — 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Cyrus K. Mitter Camp No. ror, 
Div. or Mass. S. or V., U.S.A. 
WeEsTMINSTER, Mass., /¢d. 5, 7907. 

__ As there seems to be a growing tendency to hold public and 
joint installations, it is our belief that the present service. can be 
improved for that purpose by shortening some portions of it with- 
out detracting from its meaning or impressiveness, and by so 
changing that the Installing Officer shall complete the whole. 
Therefore, we present the resolution, that this Encampment 
instruct its Delegates to the National Encampment to use their 
influence to that end. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Gen. N. P. Banxs Camp No. 41, 
Div. or Mass, S. or V., U.S.A. 
Warruam, Mass., 20. 28, 1907- 
rye Resolved, That it is the sentiment: of the Massachusetts Di- 
sabi that its Delegates be instructed to use their endeavors to 
ave the new ritual constructed along lines similar to those pre- 
sented by W. B. McNulty, in the February issue of the BANNER 
attached hereto. (See printed slip.) 


James T. JOHNSON, JR., 
Commander. 
Attest :— 


Kimpati Jounson, Sec’y, 


NEW RITUAL. 


Over a quarter of a century have we conferred ritualistic 
work along the present lines, and yet to-day we are far from satis- 
fied, and have had under consideration for the past year the 
making of a change at a heavy cost to our Order. Will the 
change of a few words or features in the ritual give us satisfac- 
tion and produce beneficial results? I do not think so. If we 
are to have a change, let it be a radical one. Let us make it diffi- 
cult to attain full membership, and it will be more appreciated. 
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. to pass upon his fitness for an advancement. 


ati sot 


Our Order is too easy to get into and out of and back again, to make 
that impression that is lasting, or to make the member feel that 
he went to great trouble to secure full membership, and that it 
will be costly to be reinstated if he drops out. 

Now, let us take another important view of this subject, and 
that is, beautiful work can only be performed by selected degree 
teams, and that many Camps are not in a position for various 
reasons, to organize or maintain such degree bodies. Poor work 
is worse than none at all; in fact it makes a farce of the ceremony, 
and works tremendous harm. Therefore if we are to have a 
ritual, let it be a beautiful one founded upon the heroic services 
of our sirés and grandsires, but let us see to it that the degree is 
properly conferred and under inspiring conditions, not by reading 
it from a book in a sing-song manner, but let it be memorized and 
delivered with some dramatic force. 

My plan to bring these conditions about is as follows: To 
first obligate in a few words the recruit and give him a Camp pass- 
word ; as a member allow him to attend Camp business meetings, 
be a Reservé, and be eligible for the beneficial features. Instruct 
him that after being a member for three months, if his dues are 
paid up he can, by paying 50 cents, apply for the degree of Fra- 
ternity. Let his name be published on a list to go out in his Di- 
vision, giving an opportunity to the members of the higher degree 
Upon being elected 
he shall be notified to appear at a certain place and time and 
receive the degree. After another interval of three months in the 
same manner he applies for the degree of Charity. At the expira- 
tion of a year’s membership he may apply in the same manner 
for the degree of Loyalty. He then becomes a full-fledged member, 
having a right to fill a commissioned office in the Order, attend 
Encampments, wear the badge and button in public, etc. 

After serving as Camp Commander, or provided he is a Loy- 
alty Degree member ten years, and has always been in good 
standing, he may in the same manner as in the other degrees 
apply for a Lincoln or Union Defenders’ Degree, which should 
be conferred four times a year, one meeting being at the yearly 
Division Encampment. Cost to enter the degree will be $5 at 
least. This will be a great social occasion. Members of the 
degree from the fees will have a jolly good time, and a banquet 
at each conferring of degrees, no other business to be transacted. 

Each degree to surpass the others in beauty of work. 

Fourth degree members to wear a special mark on ribbon, 
badge and button to designate them. 

Dropped members of the Order would have to go all through 
this degree work and pay double on all fees. 
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Camps so situated that members could not reach places 
where degrees are confirmed could obligate members. This 
would apply to officers of new Camps, but all fourth degree mem- 
bers would have to receive degree work. 


" “ Ought to pass ” was the Committee’s report on the follow- 
ing resolution, and the report was adopted : 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Joun H. Currrorp Camp 130, S. or V. 
New BeprorD, Mass., february 16, 2907. 


Whereas, We realize the hurtful influence on our Order of the 
lack of a provision in the Constitution, Rules, and Regulations, 
forbidding a Brother who is dropped by one Camp joining another 
until he squares himself with the one to which he formerly 
belonged, and gets an honorable discharge; and 

Whereas, We believe the sooner it is rectified the better it will 
be for our beloved Order; and ‘ 

Whereas, The National Encampment is the only body that has 
power to remedy the condition ; be it therefore 

Resolved, That we instruct the Delegates to be sent from this 
State to the next annual National Encampment to draw up and 
seek to have passed an article that shall absolutely prohibit the 


practise spoken of above, on the lines of the provision in the old 
Constitution. p 


te, 2 Ought to pass’? was the Committee’s report on the follow- 
ing resolution, and the report was adopted : 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Carr. R. B. Grover Camp No. 17, Diy. oF Mass. 
Brockton, Led. 18, 7907. 

ue Whereas, We the undersigned Delegates to this Convention, 
n 
Whereas, We realized that this is not the first time a petition 
of this nature has been put before you, and 4 

Whereas, We feel that it would be for the best interest of our 
noble Order to do so again ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we petition our next National Encampment at 
Dayton, Ohio, to allow the Camps in the State of Massachusetts 
to use the titles of “ Captain,” “ 1st Lieut.” and “ 2d Lieut.,” in 
places of the ones now in use; and also that the Secretary and 


Treasurer be known as “rst Sergeant” and “ Quartermaster.” 
And be it further 
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Resolved, That this Encampment instruct its Delegates to see 
that this petition is placed in the proper hands, without fail. 


“Ought of to pass” was the Committee's report on this 
resolution. 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
F. C. Curtis Camp No. 94, Sons or VETERANS, U.S.A. 
MarveoroucyH, Mass., fed. 20, 1907. 


Whereas, The State Encampment, Massachusetts Division, 
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., here assembled, ever mindful of their 
principles and objects, viz:—“ The perpetuation of the noble 
sacrifices and services of their fathers for the maintenance of the 
Union,” believe that the present method of membership and appor- 
tionment of Delegates to the State Encampment is unfair and unjust 
and without regard for uniformity and equality ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the State Encampment, Massachusetts Division, 
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., petition the Commandery-in-Chief to 
amend Article XVII, Section 1, by striking out the words, “ Past 
Division Camp Commanders in good standing who have served 
for a full term, or having been elected to fill a vacancy shall have 
served to the end of the term,” and to adopt Article XVII as 
amended, to wit :— 


ARTICLE XVII E AMPMENTS. 


Section 1. The membership of the Division Encampment 
shall be made up as follows : f 

First. Its own elective and appointive officers and its sitting 
Camp and Division Commanders. 

‘Second. All its Past Commanders-in-Chief, constitutional life 
members, Past Grand Division Commanders, Past Division Com- 
manders in good standing. 

Third. Delegates elected by ballot by the several Camps of 
the Division as follows: — One Delegate for each Camp whatever 
its membership, and additional Delegates in the ratio of one for 
every fifty members, or major fraction thereof, based upon the 
report of the quarter next preceding the Encampment in good 
standing. 

Considerable discussion followed a motion by Brother Robert 
M. O’Halloran, seconded by Brother Perry, both of Camp 94, that 
the resolutions be substituted for the Committee’s report, those 
taking part in the discussion being Brothers O’Halloran of 94, 
Kimball of 129, Warren of 67, Ramsdell of 1, Morse of 146, 
Ham of 30, Past Captain Joseph A. Kanz of 145, Sherwin L. 
Cook of 46, Past Commander W. H. Noble of 14, Past Com- 
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mander Barbour of 106, and Power of 51, whose motion for the 
previous question was sustained. ‘The question was then put on 
Brother O’Halloran’s motion which was lost, after which the 
Teport of the Committee was adopted. 


STIRRING APPEAL FOR THE MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY. 


Rev. W. J. Patton, representing the great Sons of Veterans 
Memorial University at Mason City, Iowa, was most heartily 
received as he rose to present the claims of that educational insti- 
tution to the larger support of the Brothers of the Massachusetts 
Division. Concluding, he requested that each Brother in the 
Division give at least one dollar a year for the next five years. 
An excellent response was made to the appeal which will be 
followed up in the Division by the Division Patriotic Instructor, 
and in the Camps by the Camp Patriotic Instructor. 


TELEGRAM FROM NATIONAL TREASURER RAKE. 


PHILADELPHIA, £éb, 20, 1907. 

WALTER Penney, Quincy House, Boston: oft 
_ Accept my congratulations upon the success of your adminis- 
tration, and extend to the Encampment my regret at my inability 

to be with you, E J. L. Rake. 


The following resolutions were read: 


Whereas, There seems to be a great diversity of opinion in 
Tegard to uniform, Caps, chevrons, etc., among the members of 
our Division ; i , 

___ Whereas, This seems to the Delegates of Charles Sumner 
Camp No. 37, Diy. of Mass., to create great confusion ; 

__ Whereas, It seems to the Delegates of said Camp that the 
articles in the C. and L., namely Article XXIII of the Constitu- 
tion and Article VI of the Laws, are not specific in stating the 
minor details of the uniform ; ‘ 

Resolved, That we ask the Delegates to the National En- 
campment for Massachusetts Division, to use their best efforts to 
have the above named articles amended to cover the color of 
braid-chevrons and such other details as it may seem to them 
necessary to make the uniforms alike throughout. 


_ The Committee on Resolutions recommended that the fol- 
lowing be substituted for the foregoing resolution, and the recom- 
mendation was adopted : 

Whereas, There seems to be a great diversity of opinion in 


regard to uniform, caps, chevrons, etc., among the members of 
our Division ; and 
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Whereas, From the fact that Article XXIII of the Constitu- 
tion does not prescribe the minor details of the uniform, and the 
fact that the uniform there prescribed does not satisfy the demands 
of members, has led to the adoption of different uniforms; and 

Whereas, Owing to the different conditions existing in differ- 
ent Divisions of our Order it may be difficult to adopt a uniform 
which shall meet the approval of every Division ; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Delegates to the National Encampment 
be requested to use their best efforts to have Article XXIII of the 
Constitution revised so that the matter of uniform shall be left to 
the several Divisions. 


GRATUITIES, 


Chairman Ham, for the Committee on Resolutions, reported, 
recommending that the following resolution be referred to the 
Conference Committee : 

Whereas, The Supreme Court of Massachusetts, in a reply 
made to the Massachusetts Senate in 1906, speaking of the right of 
the Legislature to pay gratuities, said: 

“The question asked by the Honorable Senate should be 
answered in the affirmative so far as to say that the general prin- 
ciple referred to may have legitimate application to services such 
as generally have been treated as deserving recognition by the 
payment of sums of money, the erection of statues, or the bestow- 
al of medals, decorations or other badges of honor. In the appli- 
cation of the principle the question ordinarily will be, whether the 
benefit is conferred as an appropriate recognition of distinguished 
and exceptional service, such that the dignity of the State will be 
enhanced and the loyalty and patriotism of the people will be 
promoted by making it a subject of governmental action.” Be it 

Resolved, That we, the Sons of Veterans of Massachusetts, 
in Convention assembled, believe that the men, who in the early 
days of the Civil War volunteered their services to preserve the 
Union, and offered their lives, without- promise or expectation of 
reward, performed such distinguished and exceptional service that 
they, if any sons of Massachusetts are within the meaning and 
the spirit of the Constitution, as expounded ‘by the Supreme 
Court, and that not only are they entitled by the Constitution, but 
by a proper sense of gratitude from a grateful people, to such 
recognition as the Legislature may grant. 

Brother George H. Schofield, of Camp 8, strongly protested 
against putting the members of the Grand Army in the position of 
appearing to ask for gifts, and moved to substitute the resolution 
as presented, in place of the report of the Committee. A red-hot 
discussion took place on this matter, participated in by Brothers 
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Schofield, Ham, Dalton, of 98, Couch, O’Halloran, Bolton and 
Brigham. Finally, on motion by Brother O’Halloran, the pre- 
vious question was ordered, and Brother Schofield’s motion was 
adopted. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THANKS. 


The following resolutions were adopted : 

Resolved, That this Encampment extend its thanks to the 
members of the Press for the courtesy, consideration and care in 
reporting the proceedings of this Convention. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Encampment be extended 
to the members of Camp soo for the faithful performance of the 
tedious duties attendant upon guarding the approaches to the 
Convention Hall. 

_ Resolved, That Henrie J. Perry be tendered the congratula- 
tions of the Division for his work in preparing the Hall for the 
use of the members of the Convention. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Brother E. W. Baker, Chairman of the Committee on Ritual 
and Ceremonies reported that the following resolution had been 
presented to that Committee, and recommended that it be referred 
to the Delegates to the National Encampment and be turned over 


there to the National Committee on Ritual. The report was 
adopted. 9 


HEADQUARTERS OF 
Cyrus K. Minter Camp No. 101, 
Diy. or Mass., S. or V., U.S.A. 


WestMInistER, Mass., 2d. 5, 2907. 
As there seems to be a growing tendency to hold public 
and joint installations, it is our beli 5 servi 
z ) ur belief that the present service can 
be improved for that purpose by shortening some portions of it 
without detracting from its meaning or impressiveness, and also 
changing so that the Installing Officer shall be expected to com- 
plete the whole ; therefore, be it 
Resolved, That this Encampment do instruct its Delegates to 
the next National Encampment to use their influence to that end. 


ALL REPORTS ADOPTED. 


On motion by Sherwin L. Cook, of Camp 46, seconded by 
Past Commander Rummill, of 52, it was voted to accept all Com- 
mittee reports which had been presented. 
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PAST DIVISION COMMANDER BOLTON NOMINATED. 


Past Division Commander Harry D. Sisson said that it was 
time that Massachusetts came before the National Encampment 
with a candidate for Commander-in-Chief, and moved that the 
rules be suspended in order that the following resolution might 
be adopted, naming Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton as 
our Division candidate for Commander-in-Chief : 


Bosron, Feb. 20, 1907- 


The Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U.S.A., in 
its “ Silver’ Anniversary assembled, believes that the future of 
our Organization demands the services of our strong men in her 
behalf, and also believing that, as always, Massachusetts has the 
man to lead —aman who in all respects is the peer of the dis- 
tinguished line of Sons, who have held the high office of Com- 
mander-in-Chief ; be it, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Delegates to the Twenty-sixth Annual 
Encampment, at Dayton, Ohio, be instructed; and they are here- 
by instructed to presentto the Commandery-in-Chief, as our candi- 
date for Commander-in-Chief, the name of Past Commander 
Fred E. Bolton of this Division. 

In presenting the name of Fred Bolton, Massachusetts does 
so with the firm conviction that her act in so doing needs neither 
euology nor apology; his services to the Order are not circum- 
scribed by the confines of his own Division, but are most favorably 
known wherever the Order of Sons of Veterans exists, and his 
eminent qualifications for this highest duty to which we can call 
any Brother, are attested by actual achievements, by years of 
service in the ranks. 

Massachusetts not only asks that this honor be conferred 
upon her, but rests in the firm conviction that she in turn is con- 
ferring honor upon the Commandery-in-Chief in unanimously 
presenting Brother Bolton’s name for your consideration. 


FrepD J. BRADFORD, 
Joun H. HinckKiey, 


ALBERT C. BLAISDELL, 
O. H. Coox, 

W. D. Sisson, 

L. C. Coucu, 
FREDERICK E. WARNER. 


W. A. STEVENS, 
Orra L. STONE, 


Upon motion by Past Division Commander Sisson, seconded 
by Brother Edwin R. Olin, the resolutions were adopted. 
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PRESENTATION TO RETIRING COMMANDER. 


Senior Vice Commander Ernest E. Hobson then mounted 
the platform and extolled the work which Division Commander 
Walter Penney had done during the past year, concluding by pre- 
senting him with a purse of $152.62 in behalf of the officers and 
members of the Division. Division Commander Penney accepted 
the token in a graceful speech, and pledged further allegiance to 
the Order and its objects. 


FINAL REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Rey. Maurice H. Levy, of Camp 54, nominated Chief Aide, 
James H. Wentworth to succeed Walter Penney as Division Com- 
mander. The nomination was gracefully seconded by Division 
Councilman William O. Cutler, of Camp 49, who had been named 
asa rival before the opening of the Encampment. On Brother 
euler motion, the Division Secretary was instructed to cast one 
rates for the Encampment, bearing the name of James H. 
»’entworth for Division Commander. The ballot was cast accord- 
ingly, and James H. Wentworth, of Newton, was declared 
eieclea Division Commander for the ensuing year. Brothers 

isdale, of 89, and Deming, of 1, were the tellers. Bro. Went- 
worth, in responding to the cheers which followed his election, 
said : — “ Brothers, my heart is full to overflowing for this great 
honor that you have conferred upon me in such a splendid manner. 
It 1s more than I deserve, but I promise you, as I have always 
Promised you in the past, that you will get from me, God helping 
me, the best that is in me,” Z a 
‘ Past Division Commander Orra L. Stone, of Camp 19, nom- 
inated Fred L. Warren, of Camp 3, Somerville, for Senior Vice 
Division Commander, the nomination being seconded by Past 
Division Commander Everett H. Lynds, of Camp 60. Brother 
George E. Hunt of Camp 67, strongly placed Special Mustering 
Officer Frank E. Warren, of Camp 67, Abington, in nomination as 
Senior Vice Division Commander, the nomination being seconded 
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‘by Brother Walter Ramsdell of Camp 1. Great merriment was 
caused by placing both “ Warrens” in the limelight on the stage 
where the rival candidates shook hands heartily before balloting 
commenced. Counting was made unnecessary by the action of 
Brother Fred L. Warren of Somerville, who moved that the elec- 
tion of Frank E. Warren, of Abington, be made unanimous. The 
motion being carried, Frank E. Warren, of Abington, was declared 
elected Senior Vice Division Commander. 

Brother Guy A. Ham nominated Bertram L. Turner, of Gard- 
ner, for Junior Vice Division Commander. There being no further 
nomination, the Division Secretary was instructed to cast one bal- 
lot, for the Encampment, bearing the name of Bertram L. Turner, 
which was done,-and the election declared accordingly. 

Nominations for Division Council having ‘been called for, 
Past Division Commander Warner moved that the Secretary cast 
one ballot for Walter Penney as a member of the Division Coun- 
cil for the ensuing year. Division Secretary Bray cast the ballot 
accordingly, and retiring Commander Walter Penney was declared 
elected. The nominees for the two remaining places on the Divi- 
sion Council, and the number of votes each received were as 
follows : — z 


NOMINEE. CAMP, NOMINATED BY. VOTES. 
Charles H. Perry . . . 94 Wm, M. Brigham. . - - 13 ny 
Everett H. Lynds . . . 60 Walter Ramsdell. . . . 89° 
James C. Wellington. . 47 Thomas J. Hannon. . 68 


Charles G. Kelly . . . 96 Sherwin L. Cook. . + + 52 
William F. Osborn. . . 51 Brother White . . - +--+ 5° 
Arthur E. Bent . . . . 59 Brother Comey .--- 8 


(*Elected to serve with Walter Penney as Division Council for 1907-8.) 


The election of Delegates to the next National Encampment, 
in Dayton, Ohio, 1907, being next in order, Herbert A. Mayo, of 
Camp 51, was elected Delegate-at-Large on motion by Frank L. 
Kirchgassner, the Secretary having been instructed to cast one 
ballot for Brother Mayo. It was voted that the nine nominees 
receiving the largest vote be the Delegates, the remaining ones 
not exceeding that number the Alternates, and that vacancies be 
filled by the incoming Division Council. The following table 
shows the result of the balloting : — 


NOMINEE. CAMP. NOMINATED BY, VOTES. 
George E. Hunt. . . . 67 Frank E. Warren. . . - 156* 
Ernest E. Hobson . . . 136 Brother Emerson . . . - 154" 


pede. Barker = y. i. = mod F. J, Bradfordl)s)) 2) nea" 
John J. Keenan... . 46 Sherwin L. Cook . . . . 116* 


oo 
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NOMINEE. CAMP. | NOMINATED By. VOTES. 


Samuel A. Pickering . . 78 Brother Ferrell. . . . . 106% 
Henry Carven .... 30 Brother Ham . .. . . 1o1* 
Arthur D. Patterson . . 85 Wm. A, Stevens . . . . 100* 


Ralph F. Peck . . . . 26 We Ge Goucht.. c a0 saan 89* 
Joseph D. Devine . . . 104 Brother Fraser . . . . . 88* 
Frank L. Chubbuck . . 74 Brother Houghton . . . 85 


Arthum@sbealye..) . . 17 G. Henry Powell . . . . 63 
WeebGhoateher . .. 6 John H. Hinckley ... 61 
Lyman W. Floyd . . . 149 Brother Urquhart . . . 56 
Arthur W. Eldredge ~ . 34 Brother Tirrell. . . . - 54 
George H. Greene. . . 87 Brother Baker . . . - + 2 

PAVAVVAEETOCLOIge se 2) sys) E27 Brother Cumniings.- . + 20 


(*Elected as the Delegates ; the others Alternates.) 


NATIONAL SECRETARY’S GREETING. 


National Secretary H. H. Hammer, of Reading, Penn., ad- 
dressed the Encampment, thanking the Brothers for their kindly 
co-operation and congratulating them on the’ excellent material in. 
the Massachusetts Division. 


DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


Thomas J. Hannon nominated John H. Hinckley to fill the 
vacancy on the Dormitory Commission caused by the death of 
Edwin H. Lounsbury, On motion by Past Commander G. Henry 
Powell, the Division Secretary cast one ballot, for the Encamp- 
ment, electing the nominee, and John H. Hinckley was declared 
elected. On motion by Division Commander-elect Wentworth, 
the Division Secretary cast one ballot for the Encampment, for 
Fred E. Warner to serve for five years as the new member of the 
Dormitory Commission, and the election of Brother Warner was. 
declared in accordance with the ballot so cast. 


PUBLICATION OF RECORDS. 


On motion by Past Commander G. Henry Powell, seconded 
by Bro. Keenan, of Camp 46, it was voted that the proceedings 
of this Encampment (as reported by Jacob W Powell of Malden,, 
member Camp 19, Clinton), be published under the direction of 
the Division Commander, and distributed to the Delegates and. 
other members of this Convention within sixty days. 
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INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS. 
Commander-in-Chief Amies then installed the newly elected 
Division officers as follows : — 
Division Commander, . . . . . . 
Senior Vice Division Commander, . 
Junior Vice Division Commander, . 


. James H. Wentworth 
. Frank E. Warren 
. Bertram L, Turner 

( Walter Penney 
Pe Pans Charles H. Perry 
| Everett H. Lynds 
. Harry H. Ham, of Camp 30 
Guy L. Gott, of Camp 31 


Division Council, 


Division Secretary, 
Division Treasurer, . . . . . 


Division Commander Wentworth was empowered to install 
the remaining officers. ’ 


SILVER CROSS TO RETIRING COMMANDER. 


Commander-in-Chief Amies pinned the Past Division Com- 
mander’s silver cross on the breast of the retiring Division Com- 
mander, to which Brother Penney made a feeling response. 

On motion by Senior Vice Commander Warren, seconded by 
Brother, Hunt, of Camp 30, adjournment was taken at 6.30 o’clock. 


Approved: 
WALTER PENNEY, 
Division Commander. 
Attest : 


Gerorcer L. Bray, 
Division Secretary. 
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THE BANQUET. 
TUESDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 19, 1907. 


Three hundred and seventy-two was the official count of 
members and guests of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of 
Veterans, who sat down to the Annual Banquet at the Quincy 
House, Brattle Street, Boston, on the evening of Tuesday, Febru- 
ary 19, 1907. Not only were the spacious dining rooms crowded 
to their utmost capacity, but a large number of Brothers found it 
impossible to enter. Such as had purchased tickets and could 
not be accommodated at the tables had their cash refunded. The 
dining halls were richly decorated with the National colors, and 
the flags of the Division were tastefully arranged at the head of 
the guests’ table. After partaking of the choice menu, Division 
Commander Walter Penney set the oratorical ball rolling, selections 
by the venerable Post 5, G. A. R. Quartette, of Lynn, furnishing 
a tich treat of appropriate music between the responses to the 
various toasts. 


HIS EXCELLENCY, CURTIS GUILD, Jr. 
GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
“Tue ComMONWEALTH. ” 
Governor Guild was received with enthusiasm, and spoke as 
follows: 

Mr, Commander and Brethren: —1 thank you very much for your 
kind reception, and regret extremely that the large number of anniversaries 
which take place to-day, and this week, make it necessary for me to leave 
you at an early hour to meet two other engagements which I have to ful- 
fill later this’evening. I congratulate you most heartily on your Com- 
mander; I congratulate you most heartily on your full ranks, and the 
splendid attendance that you have here this evening. 

The institution which you commemorate, the memories which you 
seek to preserve, are worthy of the support of every man who loyes his 
country. 5 

I want you to appreciate the fact that, even up at the State House, 
everything moves in military channels (laughter). I never shall forget 
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my first day as Acting Governor, some four years ago. I don’t think I 
ever told that story here. The then Governor of Massachusetts, one of 
the cleanest, ablest, bravest, most honorable gentlemen that ever graced 
the executive chair, John L. Bates (applause), was called away by a family 
bereavement, and it happened that I was there temporarily to take his 
place. That was a momentous occasion, the first time I ever sat in the 
chair of the Governor of the Commonwealth. My first duty was to ex- 
plain to the Attorney General, Mr. Herbert Parker, that I couldn't come 
and spend Sunday with him and the children at Lancaster; so I rang up 
the Attorney General’s office on the telephone. “Hello! Hello! Attorney 
General’s office? "——“ Yes. The Attorney General. Please let me have 
the Attorney General.” The telephone service is not what it might be, 
even at the State House, yet (laughter), “Let me have the Attomey 
General.” (It’s going to be better before the year is out.) “Is this the 
Attorney General? ——This is the Attorney General’s office. — Yes? 
Well, this is the Lieutenant Govenor, Acting Governor Guild; I would 
like to speak to the Attorney General.” —— Well, the answer came, “Heis 
very busy he cannot talk to everybody” (laughter). “ Well,” I said, “I 
dare say, but will you please let him know that the Acting Governor 
wants to speak to him ?”—— “ What?” — “Mr. Guild wants to speak 
to him.” “I don’t get the name.” —“ Guild, —G J-d.” —“I don't 
get it.” “Guild, Guild, Curtis Guild, Junior, Guild.” — “I don't 
get it; I never heard the name before” (laughter). ——“ Well, this is 
the Lieutenant Governor; the Lieutenant Governor wants to talk to 
the Attorney General. Please give the Attorney General the Lieutenant 
Governor's compliments, and say he’d like to speak to him.” ——“ The 
what ?? ——“ The Lieutenant Governor; the Lieutenant Governor.” —— 
“The what?”——*The Lieutenant Governor.” —“O, if you are a 
Lieutenant, you have made a mistake, you want to talk to the Adjutant 
General” (laughter) !——So, gentlemen, you see that the official relations 
at the State House are really what they should be (laughter) in the light 
of military discipline. ‘ 

Seriously, I want to congratulate you very heartily on your orgamiza- 
tion, and to thank you for the courtesy which has always prompted you 
to remember me among your guests. Every year the Grand Army’s 
ranks are smaller and smaller, and every year we must depend upon you 
and our Comrades of the Spanish War Veterans, to keep alive that 
bright day, that day unique among all holidays — for America alone of all 
the nations has a Memorial Day—of all the nations in the world the 
United States is the only one that consecrates one day to the memory of 
those who have given their lives for their country; and if “ Greater love 
hath no man than this, that he lay down his life for his friend,” surely it 
is also true that greater patriotism hath no man than this, that he lay 
down his life for his country. (Applause.) 

I congratulate you that you have with you tonight the National 
Commander of the Sons of Veterans. Ever since the day when Benjamin 
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Franklin, born in Boston, was the revolutionary hero of Pennsylvania, 
there has been an alliance between the Bay State and the Keystone 
State; as it was in the days at Gettysburg, when Bigelow’s battery, as 
the Massachusetts troops, vied in honorable rivalry in defence of the 
Union with the boys with pig-tails in their hats at Gettysburg, the Penn- 
sylvania Reserves, under a Pennsylvania general, General Meade. Surely 
no State has deserved better of the Union than Pennsylvania, and it is 
a pleasure for me to-night to welcome your National Commander here to 
the shores of that other loyal State, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
I am sure that the Division of Massachusetts takes an exalted pride in 
the achievements of the sons of the old Commonwealth in the great 
history of the war for the Union. The first troops to shed their blood 
were the Sixth Massachusetts Volunteers. The Fourth Massachusetts 
was the first regiment to touch foot on Virginia soil, and in command 
of another expedition was a Massachusetts Major-General. Go to the 
extreme southwest, and you will find there at the southwest corner, the 
farthest confines of the War of the Rebellion, Massachusetts doing her 
share in the Red River Expedition, Massachusetts doing her share in the 
battles on the shores of the Mississippi with Banks and Butler and that 
very Bayard, that man, who strapped to his horse, led a charge because, 
being wounded, he could not march on foot, and fell at the head of his 
men, Bartlett, our Massachusetts Bayard. In the extreme northeast, the 
farthest extreme to which the War of the Revolution ever touched, as in 
the extreme southwest, in the very jaws of the British Channel, in one of 
the Sreatest naval fights ever fought in the world, a fight in which the 
ship Alabama, the prize ship of the Confederacy—aye, she was com- 
manded by an American sailor, but the gunnery that pointed hér guns 
was the much vaunted gunnery of another nation, and the men that 
manned her guns were the men who were neither citizens, for the most 
part, of the Confederate States, nor of the United States; but American 
paaee and American seamanship prevailed, and the cause of the Con- 
€ceracy went down into the depths in one of the greatest naval victories 
oH the world, and the names that shall live throughout all time are the 
Kearsarge, and Winslow of Massachusetts (applause). 

A But memories of the past are empty without service in the present. 
We hope and trust that the United States may never again be involved in 
any war, We hope and trust that the Hague tribunal of peace may prove 
the solvent which shall guard us from any future hostilities, and it is a 
matter of the highest possible pride that when the Nobel prize for the 
man who had done the most in the year for peace and harmony through- 
out the world came to be awarded, it was awarded to an American 
soldier, Theodore Roosevelt (loud applause and cries of good). Still, 
if foreign war does not come, there is a necessity for an armed force, and 
there is a necessity for a United States Army; there is a necessity for a 
National Guard, for a Massachusetts Volunteer Miltia. We have seen 
the splendid services of our own armed forces in this Commonwealth 


go 


within a year, in the eastern and in the western part of Massachusetts. 
We have seen when that terrible downfall of buildings took place in 
South Framingham, that before any other relief came the first organized 
forces drilled and ready to rescue those still living, to extinguish the 
flames and to remove the sunken rafters, and to drag out the dying, were 
the Massachusetts Volunteer Militia. We have seen the same ‘service 
in recent years at Tewksbury, at Haverhill, at Holyoke, and one city after 
canother. i 

There are monuments at Stone Hinge, in England, that still remain 
to show the reverence paid to causes whose very existence is forgotten, 
but the monuments remain. If you, descendants and sons of brave men, 
who risked their lives to save the Union, wish to show in the most effec: 
tive way your belief in the services of your sires, you will show it, as 
most of you I know have shown it, by having not merely lip service but 
life service like to theirs. We are not asked, nowadays, to stand in the 
ranks of Bigelow’s battery to be shot down in front of the firing line at 
Gettysburg, that by our sacrifice the army behind us may be saved. We 
are not asked to stand on the deck of the Kearsarge and to risk the fire of 
the Alabama, but we are asked in our turn to do the best we can, and to 
serve in time of peace or time of war as American citizens. I ask you in 
your day to give your services to the armed militia of the Common- 
wealth, to help Massachusetts to be what she should be, the first State, 
as she was in 1776, at Lexington; the first State, as she was in 1861 at 
Baltimore ; the first State, as she was in 1898 when the First Massachu- 
setts Heavy Artillery was the first armed body of troops, volunteer 
troops in the Union, to take up arms for the United States, that we, in 
our generation may be what our fathers were in theirs, loyal to the vet 
flag of Massachusetts, but ready first of all states to stand by the flag ) 
our country (great applause and three cheers as Governor Guild retired 
from the banquet hall). 


GEORGE W. PENNIMAN, 
OF BROCKTON. 


“Our NaTIONAL EMBLEM.” 


Mr. Commander and my Brothers: — 


“When Freedom, from her mountain height, 
Unfurled her standard to the air, 
She tore the azure robe of night, 
And set the stars of glory there! 
She mingled with its gorgeous dyes 
The milky baldric of the skies, 
And striped its pure, celestial white 
With streakings of the morning light; 
Then, from his mansion in the sun, 
She called her eagle bearer down, 
And gave into his mighty hand 
The symbol of her chosen land!” —(DRAKE.) 


gr 


In the wide range of space assigned to the guests whom you have 
honored by inviting to this festivity, there is none that so appeals to the 
loftiest sentiments and the tenderest emotions of the human heart, as 
the one you have given to me, “ Old Glory!”— our loved stars and 
stripes, the emblem of our country (applause). With few exceptions, our 
flag is the oldest national standard in all the world. The oldest national 
flag of Europe is the one of Denmark, said to be a red swallow-tail flag 
with a white cross, the colors of Savoy, adopted in 1219. The flag of the 
Republic of Switzerland comes next in order among the nations of Eu- 
rope, and it was adopted in the seventeenth century. The standard of 
Spain was established in 1785, and that of Great Britain in 1801; but 
before them came ¢He flag (you see I put the emphasis on the definite 
article ¢ie) and when Betsy Ross of Philadelphia, gave Washington 
and Morris that flag in 1777, she made the banner that was later, on the 
14th day of June, 1777, adopted as the flag of the new nation that was to 
be, with thirteen stripes, alternating red and white, and thirteen stars in 
a blue field, representing a new constellation. 

What mingled memories and mighty memories linger around Old 
Glory; and, as we think of the story of our standard bearers, what a 
heritage of heroic and historic names have we to fire our souls and stir 
every noble ambition! What scenes have been enacted beneath thy 
folds — wonderful scenes, tragic scenes, sometimes comic scenes, scenes. 
indeed that change the current of the century and mightily affect the 
world’s destiny! What manner of courage to be imitated! What 

sublime achievements to be emulated! What splendid and brilliant 
histories to be repeated, and what radiant virtues to be reincarnated ! 
We follow that flag from the time it left that little building in Philadel- 
phia from the hands of Betsy Ross and was placed in the hands of 
George Washington. Ithas worked to save civil liberty in two hemi- 
spheres, saved it for England as well as for America. And Washington 
and his compeers were able to raise America to a nation and crown her 
as she stands to-day, with the deathless star of freedom. That type of 
true patriotism that emphasizes indeed all the story of the years inter- 
vening, we skip for a moment. Follow the flag through the years of de- 
velopment to that crucial time in American history when we placed it in 
the hands of that man of Illinois, known of the world, Abraham Lincoln 
(applause). He calls for men to defend it, for men to preserve the insti- 
tutions over which it floats, and then what the result? The sublimest 
Spectacle in all history, when he asks for seventy-five thousand men to 
rally around the flag in 1861, what is the answer? It is like Rome mar- 
shalling her legions to conquer the world. Clad in the memories of a 
righteous cause, the men of this nation rallied around that standard, and 
they sent back that magnificent answer to the great captain of our host 
at Washington, “ Yes — we are coming, Father Abraham, three hundred 
thousand more!” And because they made such a response as that, you 
and I enjoy to-day the priceless privilege of American citizenship. Fol- 
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low that flag through all the years of reconstruction, and you will find 
that liberty and law, justice and education and peace are in its train. 
To-day as we place that banner in the hands of that third great American, 
Theodore Roosevelt (applause), we know that it represents in his 
thought, his purpose, his plan and his work, the highest and the best 
ideals of Americanism. 

It is the proud boast of Great Britain that the sun does not set on its 
dominions, and that the flag of England always floats in the daylight 
breeze somewhere on the British possessions. We are told that it is our 
boast that in the earth’s swift journey, there is now no hour of the 
twenty-four when the starry banner is not kissed by the radiant sun; for 
as the sun sinks beneath the waters of the orient seas at Manila Bay, the 
splendor of the opal and the rose illumines a new day here on our Atlan- 
tic coast. 

Our flag has been called a floating piece of poetry, and yet its highest 
beauty is that which it symbolizes. It is in the first place, then, the 
banner of liberty. It has gathered millions from the lands of tyranny 
and gladdened their hearts with American freedom. More thana million 
came last year ; and do you realize the fact that one in eighty of our en- 
tire population came to our shores from foreign lands during the year 
1906? Ifthey come to make good American citizens, we give them the 
right hand of fellowship and bid them welcome. If they come with any 
purpose to undermine and destroy American labor or American citizen- 
ship or American institutions, we say stay away, and stay away forever 
and forever. If they come to take up the work of assimilating with us in 
the development of American civilization, we give to them the right hand 
of true Americanism. We are ourselves from the stock of foreigners, if 
we will only go back far enough. We can welcome here the English- 
born American citizen and sing “ England, with all thy faults, I love thee 
still.” We love to hear the song of Scotia’s son. Then there is no fear 
when the German American sings “The Watch on the Rhine” and “A 
Mighty Fortress is our God;” and we join in the inspirational song of 
the Irish-American citizen when he chants of “The Harp that once 
through Tara’s Halls,” and sings “ Kathleen Mavourneen” and “ Erin, 
Go Brah”: and then over these, and beyond these scenes, a higher and 
nobler song swelling to magnificence and power like the voice of many 
waters, when every nation, and every tongue and every people join in 
that amalgamated, that union song of all American citizens, “ Columbia, 
Columbia, to glory arise, the Queen of the world and the child of the 
skies.” We do not forget that these men are part of the great company 
that fought the battles for us upon land and sea. We do not forget that 
in the days from the time when the dark shadow fell on Sumter to that 
other day when the glorious sun appeared at Appomattox, then it was 
that there was no race, no creed and no politics, but it was all American- 
ism and loyalty, and love for the country. Thus we saw the Irishman 
who had come from the old sod, wearing the blue and shouldering the 
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musket, and bye and bye, with that love of liberty and that fighting in- 
stinct within him, we see him running down the Shenandoah valley with 
Phil Sheridan from Winchester, twenty miles away. We do not forget 
that the German-American was very proud when at the close of the war 
he could strut through the community and say “I fit mit Sigel.” I have 
never forgotten that encampment in Boston, a few years ago, when Gen- 
eral Sherman sat there upon the grand stand, and the old Saxon, the old 
boys who marched with him from Atlanta to the sea, shouted out 
“Uncle Billy, we were there”; and the spirit of these men was well 
illustrated by that German-American soldier who brought a Johnnie into 
tamp at the close of one of the engagements of the rebellion, and 
when he came in there the captain said, ‘Take that Dutchman away 
from me.” He said,“I am no Dutchman; my mouth may be Dutch, 
but all the rest of me is Yankee.” That is the sentiment and that is the 
thought. 

The flag is the symbol of peace among all the nations. We are not 
at war to-day. I believe we will never again be at war with a foreign na- 
tion, not even with Japan; but I think this thing will be true, that the 
highest type of Americanism, as expressed by Theodore Roosevelt in 
the city of Washiugton, will dictate such a course that we can say to all 
the world, that in America we judge a man, not by the color of his skin, 
but by the qualities of his mind and of his heart (applause). 

The flag is the symbol of a united country, no more a divided coun- 
try — one country, one people, one flag forever more. 

The flag is a symbol, in the last place, of true American patriotism. 
We do not need to go to the pass of Thermopylae, to Marathon, 
to Waterloo, for examples of true patriotism. We are stirred as we 
tead of Horatius at the bridge, or Arnold Winkelried, of Joan of Arc 
and Henry of Navarre; but they pale into insignificance by the side of 
the stories of the men of the Grand Army of the Republic, our own 
boys in blue. There is one citizen especially who illustrates the patri- 
otism of the men who have rallied around the flag. I came around to- 
night by Beacon Street on purpose, from Park Street, and walked up the 
pence by that magnificent memorial in front of the State House, that I 
might get just a little inspiration for just this word. The 54th Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers ! Governor Guild said a splendid thing to-night 
about Massachusetts. In all the wars for liberty and in all the wars of 
our country, he might have added another thing concerning our flag, that 
the first time that American flag was carried around the world, it left the 
city of Boston in the ship “ Columbia” on the 30th day of September, 
1787, for a trip around the world with Captain Gray; and Massachusetts 
is the leader in all these things, as well. Massachusetts’ 54th Regiment! 
You remember that Sergeant in Company G; he saw the color bearer 
fall before him ; he rushed and grasped the old banner that was about to 
fall, and then he rushed on and through the ranks that were full but soon 
depleted. By and by there was a necessary retreat. This color bearer 
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had been shot; he was unable to hold both hands about the flag, and as 
he tried to stem the wound in his side with one hand, he held up the old 
colors with the other, and when obliged to retreat, then it was that this 


~ Sergeant of the 54th Massachusetts gathered himself up as best he could 


and on his knees got out of the way and got out into a place where the old 
flag could be seen. They carried him into the hospital, and then when 
the story of his heroism became known, the boys began to cheer him be- 
cause of his loyalty, because of his valor, because of his heroism, and 
then came back that memorable answer, “ Well, boys, I tried to do my 
duty, and the Old Flag never touched the ground!” (applause). If you 
want to see the man who carried that flag, who didn’t let it fall to the 
ground, go to the State House to-morrow and ask for Sergeant Carney, in 
the office of Billy Olin, the Secretary of the Commonwealth; he is the 
man, the hero of Fort Wagner, our brother in black. 

There are duties that call us in the days of peace, duties of patriot- 
ism, as well as in the days of war, and the demand for us to-day in 
relation to these new problems that are pressing for solution is that there 
shall be brave hearts and honest men to take up the work that our fathers 
have carried on for us and which they have bequeathed to you and to me. 
I do not know how I can better close to-night, Mr. Commander, than by 
quoting the words of a Massachusetts man, Dexter Smith, in his Apos- 
trophe to the Flag: — 


“O’er the high and o’er the lowly 
Floats this banner, high and holy 

In the rays of freedom’s sun. 
In the nation’s heart embedded, 
O’er the Union fully wedded, 

One in all and all in one. 

“Let that banner wave forever, 
May its lustred stars fail never 

Till the stars shall fail on high. 
While there ’s right a wrong defeating, 
While there ’s hope in true hearts beating, 

Truth and freedom shall not die. 

“ As it floated long before us, 
Be it ever floating o’er us, 

O’er our land from shore to shore. 
There are freemen yet to wave it, 
Millions who would die to save it, 

Brothers, wave it, save it, 
Now, forevermore !” 


HON. JOHN N. COLE, 
SPEAKER OF THE MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
“ CITIZENSHIP.” 
Mr. Commander and Frriends:—On an occasion somethin, 
this there was introduced, once upon a time, a man who was supposed to 
always be ready with a speech,and who always wanted to speak. He 
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was introduced by the toastmaster this way,—‘‘1 have the pleasure to 
present to you a man who reminds me of the dog’s tail; what he has to 
say is bound to a cur (occur).” The speaker arose and said, “I may be 
like a dog’s tail, but I'm different from a cat’s tail, for what I have to say 
is not fur to the end.’ Much the same way, my friends, I am reminded 
that it is difficult fora man in a public position to-day to restrain him- 
self from speaking, and that brings to mind that story of a good old 
mammy down South who, when they were having a small pox scare, was 
visited by the village doctor and told that she must be vaccinated. 
“Why,” she said, “good Lord, doctor, I cant have my arm scratched ; 
I has to do washin’ to keep my little chil’en alive, and if 1 has my arm 
_scratched I can’t do no washin’.” The doctor suggested that perhaps the 
patient would prefer to be scratched on the leg, to which the old mammy 
replied: “I has to carry the washin’ home; I can’t be scratched on my 
leg.” The doctor looked at her a moment and said: “I don’t quite see 
what I can do,”— (and this is much the position that the Speaker, the 
Mayor or any other man in a public position is in). She looked into his 
eyes and said: “ Doctor, I don’t get much chance to sit down ” (laughter). 

What can I say on citizenship after you have listened to an oration 
fitting to any gathering, words that are this moment still dwelling in the 
stars and stripes around you? What other words could be said here 
tonight that would be a better benediction upon men whose fathers 
fought to preserve that flag, than those very same words — an invocation, 
an inspiration, a benediction, upon patriotism, upon not only the flag, but 
upon every topic that can be put upon a programme for all American 
citizens. And yet I am called upon to respond to this toast, and in just 
two or three words, if I can leave some thought with you that may inspire 
you to feel that to-day there is a call, not from any one leader, but from 
the great Nation of nations, that says to the man who wants to do the 
valiant deed and wants to be ahero: ‘Not in honor need you buckle 
on the sword, not in honor need you be led by the stars and stripes in the 
Ouse field, but all along the line, patriotism of the highest order is called 
for in the present day from the American citizen.” American citizens 
brought this perfect citizenship to you—your fathers. You delight to 
bear upon your standard, “ Sons*of Veterans.” My friends, there still is 
a call, and it demands, it seems to me, in these times, no less loyalty, no 
less faith, and no less confidence, than it did in the stirring times of °63. 

I am reminded, as I think of the great mass of people who are being 
attracted to our shores, to be moulded into American citizens by our 
institutions, of that story of the minister who was very famous for marry- 
ing people. Once upon a time upon returning to his house, he found there 
seven different couples waiting to be married. He stood them up ina 
row and said, “I have but a few minutes ; stand up there all together. 
Now you are man and wife; a dollar apiece; God bless you.” He 
noticed that two or three of the couples looked a little disturbed, and 
they went up to him and said, “In the row, we got hold of the wrong 
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hands.” He said, “ Never mind, my friends, you are married all right; 
now sort yourselves to suit yourselves.” Too many of us in these days 
are looking upon the problem of making American citizens in much the 
same way. Weare inclined to say to the man who comes here, “Take 
your own place; do as you please; sort yourselves to suit yourselves.” 
My friends, we cannot say that. We must ever keep before us the 
traditions that have made America great. We must ever keep in active 
operation the institutions that alone can preserve her in her greatness. 
We must ever keep faith in the country, the optimism that Lincoln had as 
he looked out from his bitter life and said, ‘ All things must come to this 
great nation, because it is founded right.” We like to glory in the stars 
and stripes; we like to glory in the leadership of our great men. We 
like, to glory in one hundred and one of the different kinds of institutions 
that are assimilating these people and getting us into a future greatness. 
But, after all, let us again go back to Lincoln and say that the future of 
American citizenship rests ina continued and abiding faith in that source 
from whence he got his power, from whence must ever come that power, 
the common, everyday people of America (applause). 


HIS HONOR, JOHN F. FITZGERALD, 
MAYOR OF THE CiTy OF BOSTON. 


Mr. Commander, Gentlemen of the Sons of Veterans, Honored Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic and Invited Guests + 
I would like to be equipped, as my brother Cole is, in story telling, so 
that I could interest you with one or two good ones; but Iam afraid, if 
I attempt any such programme, I will bein the position that George Ade, 
the famous story teller, was when he traveled upon a train some weeks 
ago. His identity was discovered, and, in order to lead him on to the 
telling a story, every one in the party told his own story, but there was no 
response from Mr. Ade. Finally one of them, bolder than the rest, said 
“ Now, Mr. Ade, we have entertained you, we think, royally ; we repre 
sent every known part of the world, and we have told you the best that 
we could find in our respective communities, and we have no doubt that 
you will make good use of them in the new book that you are going to 
publish; won't you please tell us one of yours?” He looked rather in- 
quiringly at the group, and he said, “ What is the difference between me 
and the turkey?” They all gave it up, and he then said, “ The difference 
between me and the turkey is this, that the turkey is not stuffed with 
chestnuts until he is dead” (laughter). So, gentlemen, you are a pretty 
live bunch here, to use one of the colloquial phrases of the day. You 
come from all parts of Massachusetts, and we have, in the person of the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, a gentleman 
from the State of Ohio, and we have all heard of Ohio. There never 
has been a place in this country, outside of Massachusetts, that has pro- 
duced as many famous men, and has succeeded in putting as many fa- 
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mous men into public office, as the State of Ohio. I felt that I did not 
want Commander-in-Chief Brown to go back to Ohio and tell the people 
there that the Mayor of Boston, when called upon for a speech in honor 
of the Sons of Veterans, repeated anything which savored even of a 
chestnut. : 

I was sorry that I could not be here to listen to the eloquent words of 
His Excellency the Governor, upon the State of Massachusetts. But, if 
Massachusetts was the first State in the Union and led the Common- 
wealths of the Union in service to the Union cause, Boston leads Massa- 
chusetts. I want to say to Commander Brown that he is sitting here to- 
night on historic ground. Faneuil Hall is only a few rods from where 
you are sitting, Mr. Commander. The Old State House is but a few 
rods still further distant, and hardly a few rods farther along than that is 
the Old South Meeting House. There is not a trinity in the world that 
can equal the Trinity that we have here in Boston, and every Bostonian is. 
proud of it, and likewise every citizen of the United States. They are 
the three parts of the world to-day that lovers of liberty love to congre- 
gate in—to go about the halls in the Old South Meeting House, to gather 
with friends in the Old State House and gaze upon the relics that have 
been there for more than a hundred years, and then go down to Faneuil 
Hall, and, after gazing upon that splendid painting of Massachusetts’ 
foremost statesman, one of the illustrious sons of the United States 
(New Hampshire born, but Massachusetts bred), Daniel Webster, to 
Stand upon that platform and see those picture portraits looking out to 
us from every corner of the hall, that makes us feel that those of us who 
have been born and bred and reared in Boston have indeed been nur- 
tured upon sacred soil. 

The morning papers, I think it was yesterday, pictured the old 
Constitution that is now over in the Navy Yard, renovated at the expense 
of one hundred thousand dollars gratuitously appropriated by the Con- 
Sress of the United States more than a year ago. That old vessel was. 
built about one hundred years ago at a wharf that you can reach from 
this hotel in three minutes. She was manned by sailors gathered in this 
very neighborhood, and the money which sent her out to the ocean to 
destroy British commerce was raised right here in this historic City of 
Boston. 5 i 

__ [need not repeat to som what we accomplished in the war of 1861. 
Upon my left is a living impersonation of the bravery of that time; he 
sits at this table, one arm gone; I refer to John E, Gilman (applause). I 
EEG you, Mr, Commander, that the pleasantest duty of my administra- 
tion, last year, was his reappointment as the head of the Soldiers’ Relief 
here in the City of Boston (applause). 

I repeat what the previous speakers have said about the necessity 
and the urgency of patriotism in these days of peace, and I am glad 
as the Mayor of a“ Bigger—Better—Busier Boston,” that I was instru- 
mental in increasing the numbers of your organization some four hun- 
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dred and fifty-nine, last year, the biggest increase in the Order for some 
time (laughter). I don’t know whether my Republican friend Cole will 
give me the credit for that or not, but it isso, There is one thing about 
Cole — he believes in home rule for Boston, even if he isa Republican 
and represents the party at the State House. Butas I have said, you 
have made a very gratifying increase, and I hope that it will continue. I 
hope that every one of you will become a messenger and see to it that 
one additional recruit comes in next year, and that at the next Encamp- 
ment, which I hope to be able to attend here next year (because I know 
the people in Boston know a good thing, gentlemen, and next December 
they will repeat it), instead of an increase of four hundred and fifty-nine, 
you may double your numbers. 

Commander Brown said a moment ago to me, when J asked him as 
to the comparative merits of Massachusetts and other States in the Union 
in regard to the number of Sons of Veterans, that he thought that Mas- 
sachusetts led them all; and, of course, as the Metropolitan City of great 
Massachusetts, it is our duty here in the City of Boston to lead all por- 
tions of the Commonwealth. I pray and beg of you, as the Mayor of 
the City, speaking for 600,000 people whose history is dear to every one 
of us, whose streets are reddened with the blood of the sons of the revo-» 
lution, who for 125 years, no matter what the situation was in other por 
tions of the world, when an appeal for sympathy, for co-operation was 
made to us, Boston was the first to help. Some seven or eight months 
ago, when dire earthquake shook San Francisco and the heart of 
the American people went out to the stricken people of the Empire City 
of the Pacific Coast, we had twenty-five thousand dollars on the way be- 
fore the disaster was known in some parts of the country, and, although 
the next day was a holiday, we increased it to one hundred thousand dol- 
lars, latterly to be increased to a million dollars by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. That is our heritage, gentlemen, and we must live up to 
it, whether we are Sons of Veterans, whether we are citizens of the Com- 
monwealth, whether we are members of the militia, whether we are 
Spanish American War Veterans, or no matter what position we occupy, 
Boston always leads, and she must lead as Sons of Veterans as she 
leads in every capacity. 

I never had the honor to serve in the militia, When the Spanish 
American war broke out, I was a member of Congress, and I volunteered 
my services to Roger Wolcott, the Governor of Massachusetts. He 
wrote me back a letter, which is one of my proudest possessions, saying, 
“You can do more service for the Commonwealth in the halls of Con- 
gress, than you can fighting as a soldier.” 1 accepted the advice, and I 
fought, not in the ranks, but Iam proud to say that, asa result of legis- 
lation introduced by me, we got bakers in the army, we got cooks in the 
army, and the boys of the 9th and the 6th, as Colonel Darling could very 
well testify, had many a happy day before they went to Cuba, and before 


99 


they went to Porto Rico, because of the labor that was put in for them in 
the City of Washington by the member from the gth district. 

In conclusion, let me say that Boston is proud of the Sons of Veter- 
ans. As the official representative of the City to-night, I am glad to 
welcome Commander Brown into our midst, and to assure him that there 
is no spot in the United States where the Commander of the Grand 
Army is more welcome than he is in the City of Boston; and I know 
that when he goes away from our midst he will feel like every other 
American citizen, that Boston was the city where the tea was thrown 
overboard as resistance to British oppression; that Boston was the city 
which witnessed the spilling of the first blood in its streets asa protest 
to Great Britain against the oppression of the American colonies; that 
Boston’s John Hancock is the name that is most boldly inscribed ‘upon 
the Declaration of Independence,; that it was Boston men, Boston brains, 
that built the old’ Consétution; that Boston sent her quota first into the 
field in the days of 61, to be followed up latterly in the days of the 
Spanish-American war; and that Boston is still loyal to the American 
flag, to American Institutions and to the greatness of American people 
(applause). 


GEN. R. B. BROWN. 
CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 


Mr. Commander, Mr. Mayor, my Brothers of the Sons of Veterans, 
and Friends all; —You do me great honor to-night in this splendid wel- 
come to this splendid city, the Metropolis of New England. I love the 
Spirit manifested at this board, for of all the men to be honored and 
tespected is the man that speaks well of his home and town or city 
(applause), 

Iam reminded of a story I used to hear some years ago of a charac- 
ter my comrades will recall, of that bony, gaunt, half-starved old Tennes- 
sean that we used to meet on the Cumberland mountains. After the war, 
when the marvelous development of that great section of our beloved 
country had gotten well under way, this old Tennessean read in 77/e 
Youth's Companion, 1 think it was, of the marvelous progress in railway 
transportation, of dining cars on wheels, bedrooms, baths, lovely appoint- 
ed coaches, 80-ton engines, eleven cars to the train, that swept over the 
southern road ; and he said,“ Nancy, I don’t believe any such stuff.” 
“Well,” she said, “ Frederick, I think we ought to go and see before we 
dispute what The Vouth’s Companion says.” 

So they hitched up that splendid old mule with the rope harness and 
that rickety old two-wheeled gig, and drove over to Tantalin Station just 
as one of the mighty monsters moved in and stopped at the depot. 
Frederick was amazed. There was substantial evidence of part of the 
story. He hopped out, with Nancy at his heels, and said, “ There she is, 
Nancy, there she is, but they ‘Il never start her in the world, never!” A. 
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little man with a blue cap and a blue uniform and much gold braid walked 
into the telegraph office. While that splendid specimen of American 
mechanics with overalls and a long snouted oil can went about oiling the 
journals of the panting monster, Frederick, with Nancy at his heels, 
walked up and down and looked the thing over. Presently the man with 
the little blue cap came out, waved his hand silently, and the man on the 
throbbing locomotive pulled the lever, the steam began to hiss, the 
wheels to turn, and it glided out, like the thing of life it was, around the 
corner, and was gone ; and Frederick says, “There she goes, Nancy, there 
she goes, but they ‘ll never stop her!” It seems to me that is Boston up- 
to-date (looking at Mayor Fitzgerald) (applause). I am proud of Boston, 
of Massachusetts and the Republic in the presence of this great com- 
pany, and I give you a soldier’s greeting and a soldier's blessing 
(applause). 

There are some of you who have been abroad to foreign lands, and 
who, after a tiresome journey among the ruins of the continent, have been 
glad to seek your native shores, and you have not failed, as the great 
vessel on which you traveled with such security moved up into the harbor 
to New York, to observe the captain of the vessel on his bridge high above 
the throbbing machinery, watch for the light on Bedloe’s Island. Care- 
fully he shaped the ship’s course by that beacon erected on our shore by 
our sister-republic, France; and you have not failed to note scattered 
about the decks, the under officers and the crew as they carefully scanned 
the shore line and watched for the obstructions of the channel, and thus 
guided the man at the mast-head safely into port. 

My young friends, your fathers in the sixties lighted the torch of liberty 
in this country that shall illumine the world, but to you is committed the 
holy and the sacred duty of keeping brightly burning the shore lights of 
the Republic; and I would be false to my duty if I failed to affirm in this 
splendid presence, that the duty of keeping the shore lights trimmed and 
burning may be safely committed at least to the Sons of Veterans of the 
Division of Massachusetts (applause). I thank the Great Commander of 
us all, that I have lived forty years since Appomattox. I thank my Com- 
mander that I have been permitted to realize the dreams of my youth by 
witnessing the splendid march that I felt from early boyhood was to be the 
destiny of the Republic. Iam proud that I have lived long enough to 
have seen the bitterness of war wholly disappear, to note no north, no 
south, no east, and no west, to have witnessed, in a contest of one hun- 
dred and thirteen days, the subjugation of the most cruel power of three 
centuries, to have noted that my flag, your flag, the people’s flag, has been 
carried to the south, to Cuba and to Porto Rico, across the western sea 
to the Orient, to that capital about which is clustered one-third of the 
population of the globe, and to the Philippines ; and that flag will remain 
there until we say it shall came down, and the man or the nation that 
dares to lower it by a hair’s breadth will see more stars in a second 
than ever spangled the vault of heaven (applause). 
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I an honored in Massachusetts. I regret that another duty prevented 
me from meeting your distinguished Governor, splendid, young Massa- 
chusetts statesman, a worthy successor of the long line of illustrious men 
you have given to the nation. I am honored in the second place in being 
associated with this splendid New England American, the Mayor of the 
great City of Boston that is never to stop. I am honored in being 
associated with the talented, brilliantand eloquent speaker of the House ; 
also my brother who paid the splendid apostrophe to the flag; I am 
honored by this large concourse of vigorous young men. I must not 
trespass upon your time. I go about my duties with a lighter heart than 
when I entered your city. I go to tell the other Departments of the 
great work being accomplished by the Sons of Veterans of the Massa- 
chusetts Division. I invoke upon you the blessing of a merciful Provi- 
dence, and, as a soldier of the Civil War, I appeal to you to hold high 
aloft the Banner never yet trailed before a foe. Seven of its stripes are 
bathed in the rich carmine of the bravest of the empire; a million have 
died under its folds. Six of its stripes are the emblems of peace. Thirty- 
six stars have been planted on its field, and I verily believe that before 
the close of this century that number shall be increased to an even hun- 
dred. Eighty millions of people reverence it, love it; sixteen millions 
of young people could now be called to the battle line to defend it. The 
nations of the world look to it. I shall not live to know on this earth, but 
I shall know some day that that flag shall dominate the habitable globe 
(applause). 

I congratulate you upon your good work. Go forward like the brave 
and chivalrous young sons you ar ive decent lives ; be hone: be sane ; 
be sober; discharge your duty as become patriots; vote the ticket that to 
you shall seem the best suited to your mind; but when the supreme test 
comes as between party and patriotism, I need not say tothe Sons of 
Veterans, that your fathers, my comrades, have the blessed assurance that 
you will put patriotism above party, and that each of you will defend the 
flag with the last drop of blood in your veins. May God bless you 
every one (applause). 


EDWARD M. AMIES. 
COMMANDER: N-CHIEF, SONS OF VETERANS, U.S.A. 

Mr. Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, Com- 
rades and Brothers of the Sons of Veterans of the United States of 
America :—I would be an ingrate, and a base one at that, were I not to 
offer at this moment some thanks that I have the honor to be with and 
among you. I did not expect, however, that some of my thunder was 
going to be stolen from me by the introduction which your Commander 
has given. It is true, as he says, that one of the pledges exacted of me 
at Peoria, was that, in case I was elected, I should be sure to be at this 
banquet. I am here. That is one time a politician carried out his 
pledges. 
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I listened with a great deal of pleasure to the remarks made by your 
honored Governor. I was pleased that he intertwined the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts with the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. In 
referring to Pennsylvania, he seemed to direct his remarks to me, and 
paid a very large number of beautiful and great encomiums on the Key- 
stone State, until I thought that the Keystone State was the greatest 
State in the Union. Before the Governor got done, I came to the conclu- 
sion that Pennsylvania was not on the map, that it had been entirely 
stricken from the records of the histories of the United States, and that 
there was only one State in the United States and that was Massachu. 
setts ; and, when our friend the Mayor got through, that in Massachusetts 
there was only Boston (laughter and applause). 

I want to thank the Division of Massachusetts for the honor that I 
have now of being the Commander-in-Chief. I am proud to be with you 
for another reason ; it is only the second time in the history of my life 
that I have had the pleasure of being in Boston. Almost two years ago I 
had the pleasure of being delegate-at-large from the Pennsylvania Divi- 
sion to the Encampment held here. Your Division.-very courteously, 
patriotically I might say, extended the courtesies of the Division to the 
Encampment at large by giving one day’s outing. That outing consisted 
of a trip down the harbor to Nantasket Beach, where we had a very de- 
lightful time. It seemed to me that the committee had some design, I 
always attributed it to a patriotic design, in arranging for the return of 
the boat so that it should land at a particular time when all was dark, or 
getting dusk. At that time there were lying in the harbor some of the 
battleships of our navy ; among the rest was the battleship Massachusetts. 
As our boat came in and all was dark, the electric lights of one particular 
boat shot their glance at the masthead of the Massachusetts. Every 
other light was out. The night was intensely dark; not even a star could 
be seen; and yet in the midst of it all with the electric light in its great 
effulgency cast in the skies, at the masthead of the battleship was the 
stars and stripes; all else was invisible except the dear old flag. I have 
read in histories, ancient and modern, of devotion. I have read of the 
reverence which one must pay to his flag and his country. It seemed to 
me that, as the stars and stripes shone out in the gloom, I reaffirmed my 
allegiance to my country; it seemed that there was a time in my life 


when I seemed to realize that I was an American citizen, born under the 


greatest flag that ever floated anywhere (applause). 

A few moments ago I was talking with our friend Gilman about the 
Sons of Veterans. He spoke of the incident which occurred at the Den- 
ver Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic where the then 
Commander-in-Chief of the Sons of Veterans was granted the privilege 
of a hearing before that body, the first time in the history of the Sons of 
Veterans, I believe, that that honor was accorded. Prior to his appear- 
ance, he had explained to Comrade Gilman the aims and objects of our 
Order. He said to the then Commander-in-Chief, ‘If those be your 
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principles and objects, I will arrange to get you a hearing before the Com- 
mandery-in-Chief. That hearing was granted. The Commander-in-Chief 
for twenty or twenty-five minutes then explained to the Grand Army of 
the Republic our objects and our principles, and at that Encampment, for 
the first time in a period of ten or twelve years, the usual motion was not 
made to admit the Sons of Veterans into the Grand Army of the Repub- 
jic for the reason that it did not come from the Sons of Veterans of the 
United States of America. I mention this for this purpose. The truth 
is, our principles and our objects are not known to the Grand Army of 
the Republic in general, but when they do become known to them, then 
we are welcome. Note the action of the Minneapolis Convention. You 
have all read the resolutions which were passed there in which our body 
was commended strongly. 
Mr. Commander-in-Chief, allow me to say, sir, that the objects of 
the Sons of Veterans are noble ones, grand ones, holy ones. We ask 
not your honors; we ask not your powers ; we ask not your comradeship, 
because we well know that no body of men can enjoy that comradeship 
except yourselves (applause). There is no better sentiment than that you 
uttered a moment ago when you extended.a soldier’s blessing and a sol- 
dier’s greeting to the Sons of Veterans (applause). No encomium could 
be received by the Sons of Veterans with better grace, with greater ac- 
ceptation, than that very sentiment. Our objects and our aims are for 
your elevation, to keep alive and sacred the memory of our fathers with 
whom you served; to revere the dead; to set apart that day of days, that 
holy of holies which no other country has set apart as has been done 
here; to keep hallowed the graves of our fathers and your comrades. It 
is our wish and desire to help, aid and assist you, not to usurp any of 
your glory, but to help you to keep it alive, to keep it green, and in so do- 
ing to perpetuate this great country of ours for your benefit and _ours— 
you who have given your lives, your blood, that this country might be 
saved that we might be the citizens of the grandest Commonwealth that 
was ever born. If by any act of ours we can assist you, we are willing, 
and ready to do it. We ask not for any of your honors. All that we 
wish to do is to help, aid and assist you, the widows and orphans, and 
perpetuate your memories (applause). 


REV. W. J. PATTON. 
MEMORIAL University, Mason City, Iowa. 


Mr. Commander-in-Chief, Comrades, Fathers of the Grand Army, 
and Brothers: —\ really feel like the gentleman who was introduced by 
the president of the evening for an address, and who urged his hearers to 
give him very careful attention for he came witha very important subject. 
The chairman informed the meeting that he was full of his subject, say- 
ing, “J take pleasure in introducing to you the Rev. Dr. James, who will 
speak to you upon the subject of the Devil.” I truly feel that I am full 
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of the subject which has been assigned to me by your Commander. I 
believe that it is a subject of importance and requires more careful atten- 
tion and thought and time than can be given to it this evening. 

Many reasons have been advanced as to why our Order throughout 
the country has not grown more rapidly. I believe that one reason is 
that because for many years we lacked a definite purpose outside of the 
mere fact of the sentimental foundation of our organization. We have 
been running after this, that and the other thing, without having any 
definite aim or purpose in our organization. The sentimental foundation 
requires some outward manifestation whereby we can express our faith 
by our works. 

Under our order of government, the educator is a major factor in the 
life of the Republic. The truth when properly applied makes and keeps 
men free, and the truth for which the government stands, and loyalty 
to that truth, must be ever in the front rank and must be at the head of 
the curriculum in the nation’s university of applied patriotism. Now, as 
Sons of Veterans, we occupy a peculiar relation to the country which has 
been preserved to us by our fathers. There are honors which have come 
to us, and privileges which we enjoy which have come to us through no 
aim, or purpose, or even desire on our part. We cannot negative the 
fact that we are Sons of Veterans, whether we are in the Order or out of 
the Order. As Sons of Veterans we have the distinguished honor to be 
the possessors of the heritage which our fathers have given.us. We have 
flowing in our veins the blood of our fathers. As Sons of Veterans, 
therefore, it is not surprising that we should be enthusiastically patri- 
otic. It is nota surprising thing that, in some sections of our country, 
for instance in the middle west, that the Order should be almost destroyed 
when our martyred president, William McKinley, called for volunteers to 
remember the AZaéxze, and that our Order should be deserted by these, 
boys who left our ranks, entered the National Guard, went to the front, 
and came back no longer Sons of Veterans, but veterans themselves. 

No generation among all the world’s men has ever handed down 
from father to son such an inheritance as we have had handed down 
from our fathers to us. Napoleon’s armies were mighty armies, and led 
by his enthusiasm and by his genius they fairly levelled the Alps. 
Because his mighty genius and ambition had conceived the idea of uni- 
versal empire, he poured out blood like a torrent and gold like sand in order 
to bring the continent under the sway ofasingle scepter. How different 
is our heritage from that of the sons of these men! Looked at from the 
standpoint of its purposes and its results, their sons have little of which 
to be proud. How different is our heritage! Our fathers fought, not to 
enslave freedmen, but to free slaves, not to conquer empires, but to pre- 
serve the Republic, not to burn a peaceful country and to capture a peace- 
able people, but to put down secession ; and when they had fought and 
suffered through the darkness of Bull Run and Chancellorsville and Fred- 
ricksburg, until the dim light of Vicksburg and Gettysburg, and then out 


105 


into the noonday glory of Appomattox, the great silent soldier said: 
“Let us have peace.” They then marched to their homes, broke ranks 
and beat their implements of warfare into the implements of peaceable 
trade, and have given us a heritage such as no generation before has 
ever handed down from father to son. 
I was never so moved in my lifeas I was at the National Encamp- 
ment at Minneapolis last summer, when Corporal Tanner made that 
magnificent remark, referring to the dishonesty which seemed to pervade 
every channel of public life, saying that not a single finger of infamy had 
been pointed ata single member of the Grand Army of the Republic in 
the midst of all this chicanery and thievery (applause). I thought, what 
a record these men have handed down to us in camp, on the battlefield, in 
politics and in business! Now the question is, what are we going to do 
with our inheritance, as the time comes when our fathers are laying down 
the tasks and our hands must grasp them? Shall the generation which 
is passing away with us leave such a record behind us that men shall say 
when we have passed away, what Commander Tanner could say of his 
generation? 

A million emigrants are coming to our shores every year, and they 
must be instructed in patriotism and in the law of the land. Their 
children must be instructed concerning the history of the old flag; they 
must be instructed concerning the great days of the nation and taught to 
obey our laws. They must be instructed concerning ihe heroes of Amer- 
ican history, which should be as familiar in the home of every American 
as are the saints of the calendar to the devoted religionist ; and where in 
all this broad land of ours, is there a body of men or an organization so 
well equipped, so perfectly endowed, so filled with enthusiasm, as this 

- body of men who should be in the front rank, thus making our Order 
the patriotic educator of the land ? 


FREDERICK I, WALKER. 
ComMMANDER, Mass. Dept., U.S. wW.V. 


My remarks, like the Spanish war, are going to be very brief. qt is 
needless for me to say that I have been pleased to be here and to listen 
to the remarks of these speakers. We have all learned something to- 
night about ourselves, our country, about Boston and Massachusetts. It 
has been very interesting to me to listen to the remarks of the Command- 
er-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic. When he was making 
his remarks, I had the feeling that it was not he who was speaking, but 
it was the organization which was speaking through him. He was hand- 
ing down to us all the blessing of his organization, an organzation which 
realizes what it is to carry through a successful war, civil war, the most 
terrible kind of war. The Spanish-American war was one of the most 
popular wars ever waged in history. We point with pride to the success 
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of the American soldier in the war of 1812; but when we come to 61 we 
of this generation have been educated, not by books alone, but by the 
‘observances of Memorial Day, by seeing our sires decorate the:graves of 
their comrades; we have seen them aid their sick and distressed. I am 
sorry, personally, that I am not eligible to become a member of the Grand 
Army of the Republic; but next to the man who has worn the uniform 
is the son of the man who has worn that uniform; that is their reason for 
existing ; that is the reason why they should keep alive the issues of the 
war of ’61 to ‘65. Their membership should increase, and they should 
be accorded the same measure of respect that is accorded the Grand 
Army of the Republic at the hands of the American people. 

There is reason at the present time why the American nation should 
continue to be great and grow. Up to the time of the Spanish-American 
war we did not know exactly where we stood. There was the south, 
there was the north; there was feeling in the south against people who 
came from the north. I saw it, and others saw it that went south in 98; 
but when we left there, there was no feeling then; they respected the 
men that came down from the north. One of the first men to fall in the 
war was Bagley, the only officer killed in the Spanish American war. 1 
might also mention Hobson, the southern hero in that war. Now there 
is no north, no south, no east, no west; it is all one United States of 
America, and the nation as it goes forward from now on is going to be 
greater and stronger until, as one of the speakers this evening has said, 
the flag of our country shall dominate the habitable globe. 

I extend to the Sons of Veterans of Massachusetts the greetings of 
the United Spanish War Veterans. There is room in this country for us 
all. We are all needed for the purpose of teaching patriotism, keeping 
alive the history of the nation, and preserving the memory of the deeds 
performed on sea and land, of those who fell in the service, and the higher 
attainments of good citizenship. I thank you one and all for your kind 
attention. 


W. O. WETHERBEE. 
Past Dept. COMMANDER Mass. GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 


I wish I had a better voice to-night to convey to you the greetings of 
the Massachusetts Department of the Grand Army of the Republic. 1 
am one of those fellows who have been laid up witha cold for several 
days, and I have been obliged to use my voice considerably to-day, there- 
fore it is not in good condition for speaking to-night. I was asked by the 
Department Commander to bring you his regrets and to express to you 
his great disappointment that he could not be here to keep his engage- 
ment with you. He has been in pain all day to-day with a felon on his 
thumb, and he has performed his duties under very difficult circumstances, 
but he has got through it all, and he has gone home to-night to rest up 
and to poultice his thumb so that he can go down to-morrow and finish up 
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his work. It is with pleasure that I extend to your Division of the Sons: 
of Veterans the greetings of the Grand Army of the Republic of Massa— 
chusetts. The Grand Army of Massachusetts knows that it has as one of 
its allied organizations, the best organization of the Sons of Veterans 
there is in the country (applause). We know that when we call upon you 
for work we get it every time. We have only to say to you, to your 
Camps throughout the Order, that we need a little of your assistance, and 
you are there working early and late, and we appreciate it. We know 
that you are true to your principles, and to the heritage which has come 
to you, that you are seeking the best that you can to perpetuate the mem- 
ories of your fathers, and you can have no greater duty, and no greater 
pleasure, it seems to me, than to be able to do that. 

The Reverend Mr. Patton has told you to so live, and build up, and 
endeavor to carry on this country as it should be. The Grand Army is 
seeking in its latter days to get things into condition so that you will not 
have hard work when you take it up for good. We are laboring now 
almost constantly. In our schools, on Lincoln’s birthday, we had a repre- 
sentative in every school in the City of Boston, and all through this State 
in most of the schools. I tell you, it was an inspiration to be one of the 
comrades who visited those schools. I visited a school of six hundred 
pupils where ninety per cent. of them were foreign-born, or of foreign 
born parentage, and to see the faces of those children as we spoke with 
them and told them of Lincoln, was worth all the trouble that it took to 
give up our business to go there ; and we found these children of foreign 
parentage fully as eager to learn as our American children. We found 
that in many instances they knew a great deal more about our flag than 
our American children did; they are deeply interested in it; they recog- 
nize the fact that we have come from countries where they have been liy- 
ing under flags which did not mean liberty, which did not speak to them 
of freedom, but they have come here and they have found our flag which 
stands for so much and they appreciate it, and they are bound to love it, 
and, as many of them said,“ That is my flag; and when that comes 
from a little Italian boy eight or ten years of age, it means something. 

In the Washington School in Boston, in which there is not a single 
pupil of American parentage out of 1200 pupils in the school, not long 
ago there was an exhibition, and the teacher in trying to ascertain how 
many nationalities there were asked how many Italian children were 
there. Nota finger was raised. How many German children? Nota 
finger. Irish? Nota finger, American children? Every hand raised, 
So with such teaching going on by the Sons of Veterans and by the 
Grand Amy, I feel that by the time you take up the work you will find 
that the ground has been well cultivated, and it will be easy for you to 
carry on the work. 

I wish you God-speed. The Department of Massachusetts is proud: 
of the Massachusetts Division of the Sons of Veterans. 
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There was a lady who had a bad nasal difficulty, and she said to her 
footman just before she was to entertain a large number of guests at din- 
ner, that if he saw water hanging from the end of her nose while she was 
serving the meal, he must come to her and say, “ Madam, Mr. White is 
at the door.” The dinner proceeded nicely for some time, and finally the 
footman came around and stood behind herchair and said, “ Madam, Mr. 
White is at the door.” She paid no attention to him. Pretty soon he 
said again, ‘t Madam, Mr. White is at the door,” and he repeated the 
statement a number of times. Finally she tumed to him and said, 
“James, did you say Mr. White was at the door?” “Yes, madam,” he 
replied, “ but he is in the soup, now * (daughter). I feel a little bit as 
though what I had to say was in the soup. 

There is not a speaker to-night who has not laid upon us as an Order 
a responsibility. I do not want to suggest for one moment that we have 
not appreciated in some measure this responsibility before. We have 
an organization that is definitely, positively organized. We are to 
ask ourselves what is our first duty? With us it is no more quantity ; 
we must now look out for quality. We want men, not that we are to get 
out of our organization any that are there, or that we are to refuse the 
privileges to any one under the sun; but we want that class of people to 
help the Grand Army that has in it the material that has characterized 
our noble sires. Now, then, what are we going to do, and how is it going 
to be done? 

We have had repeated again and again, this evening, the memorial 
features of our work. I want to couple with those memorials the perpet- 
uation of that principle which did not originate with our fathers of the 
Rebellion, but which found its birth beyond the seas and laid the founda- 
tion in the untamed wilderness for this grand country of ours. Tt was 
not a fancy, fickle or otherwise, that actuated those fathers of old to 
cross the seas and encounter a climate of which they knew little, and 
forests of which they knew less; it was not a simple religious principle 
that led them here; it was because, underneath that life there was a 
principle and purpose and moral stamina that could not adjust itself to 
the conditions under which they lived, and they must have freedom that 
needed the breadth of a continent in which to breathe and to expand. It 
has been expanding down through the centuries and has here and there 
on the fair face of history, expressed itself, until to-day we pride our- 
selves in having in our veins the blood of those men who have inherited 
from old these principles of morality and righteousness, and we claim for 
ourselves to-day, as citizens of the United States, to be men in the fullest 
sense of the word (applause). 


109 


y GEORGE E. HUNT. 
Or Camp 67, ABINGTON. 

Brother Hunt was the last speaker, his subject being, “ Whoop ’er 
up, Boys, for 1907.” » 

“T feel, Brothers,” said he, “that after seeing this great gathering 
here to-night, the Massachusetts Division of the Sons of Veterans is on 
the right track; but gatherings of this kind alone will not build our 
organization up; we must each one of us, when we retire to our respec- 
tive homes, take upon ourselves the solemn pledge that we will prove-our 
selves worthy sons of worthy sires by doing what we can in our Camp 
rooms and by devoting what time we can outside to upbuild our organi- 
zation. As Brother Lyman has said, let us look for quality, but let us 
look for any one who is eligible to uphold the stars and stripes. I want 
in closing to assure our Commander-in-Chief that Massachusetts will go 
on, that she will yet be the banner Division of the Sons of Veterans, and 
that a year from now, when we assemble in Annual Convention, we will 


show you one thousand more members than we have at the present 
time.” 


At 12.45 A.M., “America” was heartily sung, and the memor- 
able Silver Anniversary banquet ended. 
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